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Res the ere che e 


To the Reader. 


Chrift. I do not bring forth this as 
Meat for ſtrong men, bur as Milk for 
Babes in Chriſt , ir was Chriſts word to 
Pieter, Feed my Lambs phete i844 grenzt 
| Odealof — abroad in the 
World, but I ſce not that growth in 
Grace among Profeſſors, that growing 
' as Cedars in Lebanon; indeed many ſpend 
'| their time about opinions and Aiery 
Notions, which will not feed Chriſts 
Lambs, which will not make their ſouls , 
thrive and grow in Grace; and among 
orher means of the growth of Babes in 
-Chrift; I have obſerved abundance of 
the bleſſing of God upon Chriſtians | 
meeting together xo; acquaint one an- 
other 0 their cemprations, experien- 


Les, and the Fathers dealings with them. 
0577 tels us how he and other Saints 
I Ka {meet counſel together: how many 


* , 6 Y ' 
rr . 
A 7 * r 


bez in ui have found fuch meer- 


"x 1885 197 the preſence of ,Chrift 
Hony to, their ,fouls'! wy 
alas, What fad occaſion; haye we 20] 


| 8 ae and Nen MM. thar. ch 


| 


— — — — ao — 


Q - 

. * 6 

. * 0 = 

CC ˙ ˙ 


To the Reader. 
Chriſtians in former times would ven- 
tare far to enjdy ſuch opportunites, yer, 
now we have liberty, and may ſpeak of- 
ton one to, and with another, yet now, 
O what deadneſs, backwardneſs, and 
neglect is there ! Surely profeſſors, like 
the Virgins,{lumber and ſleep; and well 
were it, if with the Spouſe we could ſay, 


awaken and rouſe up the Spixits of 
Chriſtians, that chey may up and be do- 


would have been, when the Lord took 


a price put into their hands ; the world 
n. | thought and ſaid, How will theſe peo- 
irs | ple now have their meetings to conſirm 


ny one another 5 and to increaſe their = 
| party ? but alas, we ſlumber, and the 
devil is ſowing Tares, not onely with: © 


s 
” — ” 
- " gn * 
863 
” 
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out us, but within us, transformi 
| {elf into an Angel of light, and per- 
ſwades many to 
Lien A3 


Iſleep, but my heart wakeih. The Lord 1 


ing; certainly Saints are not ſo god as 
the wicked of the world thought they 


off the yoak of bondage that galled their 
necks, and had ſuch liberty, and Ford * 


1 


neglect communion ß 
Saints 


— 


'exhotring one another, and ſo much the 


Let us confider one another, and not 


lay hold upon all opportunities of con+ 


even thoſe rhar: have been Profeſſors 


To the Reader. 


1 Saints and meetings, to build up one an- 


other in their moſt holy Faith; and O 
how have we forgot that exhortation of 
the Apoſtle, Heb. 10. 24, 25. Let us 


conſider one another, and provoke un- 


to love, and to good works, not for- 


ſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves to- 


gether, as the manner of ſome is; but 


more, as ye ſee the day approaching : 
rhe Apoſtle ſpeaketh there of the Saints 
meeting together, and therefore he ſaith, 


forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves 
together; now he preſſeth this, not to 
negle@ theſe aſſemblings of themſelves 
togerher, by haw much the more we 
fee the day approaching; what day is 
that? Why there is, 1. The day of 
death ; and by how much the more we 
ſes chat day approaching, Saints ſhould: 


ſolatlon and growrh in grace. 2. There 
is à day and time of Apoſtacy, when 


k Faw! { 
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three verſes ſpeaketh of trampling under 


and is not that day appoaching ? i nt 


To the Reader. | 
ſhall give heed to ſeducing ſpirits, and 
the Doctrine of devils; and this 
ſeemeth ro be the day here meant, 
for the Apoſtle within two or 


foot the Son of God; and by ho- 
much the more we ſee that day ap- 

proaching, we ſhould not neglect ſuch 

opportunities; and doth not that day ap- 
proach, nay have not our eyes already 
ſeen that day? do not we live in thoſe 
times which the Scripture calls perilous 

times, wherein men ſhall be blaſphe- 
mers? &c. And yet this doth not bring 
Saints together. There is a third daß, 
and that is called the day of the Lord - 


he coming: do not we liften for that xx 
at midnight? . ©2143. 
Behold the Bridegroom cometh; and 
yet this day approaching doth not make 
us watchful and diligent inthe ways of 
Chriſt;, but what keeperh us off from 
ſuch ſeekings after God, as formetly © 
Chriſtians were wont to have? hy © 
4 1 


Wy 


| che Grace of Chriſt, I have learnt 


To the Reader. 
we are full; like the LZaodiceans, O 
Chriftians ! have wi drawn our God 
dry ? Hath not the Lord further of him- 


ſelf to communicate to us? O may not 


Chriſt ſay to us, as he did to the Laad:- 
ceans; thou art poor and miſcrable ! 
Want of love alſo among Chriſtians 
is a great hinderance of their commu- 
nion one with another; men are ſo ri- 


gid in their own principles, that if 


others be not of the ſame opinion with 
chem in every thing, they will not meet 


do pray together. nor confer together; O 
|| where is that Goſpel-Spirit of love! 


But I ſhall exceed the bounds of an 


y - Epiſtle : You have in this Treatiſe ſom- 


thing concerning Election. I know 
ſome will diſtaſte it; that is a Doctrine 
that all the Devils in Hell, and all car- 
nal men have a ſpirit of antipathy, and 
ſpirit of oppoſition to; and I know 
thoſe who in any meaſure bear witneſs 
to chat Truth of God, ſhall be ſure of 
oppoſition from the world but through 
nor 
to 


| 


| 


, . oo Rae By 


To the Reageer. 


to fear the reproaches of men, nor to 
be afraid of their revilings : much op- 
poſition hath been made againſt that 
Truth by Papiſts, Arminians, and of 
late by ſome that profeſs more of 
Chriſt; Yet none of them have or 
can ſhake that Truth; for ic is the 
foundation of God that ſtandeth ſure 
the Lord lead us into all Truth, and let 
thy kingdom O Lord Jeſus come quick- 
ly, and own thy deſpiſed truths and - 
ways. Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſus. 


Bellew the 17 of So prays he whe 15 waiting 2 


the month com- and longing for bis ap- 
monly called pearing, 
March, 1652. 


MARTIN EYNCH. © 
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The CoNrENTs. 


\ / Editations,fighs, and groans. 
chap. 1. page 1 


Obſervations, c. 2. Þ-1'% 
Experiences. c. 3. p. 9 
What conformity to the life of Chriſt is, 3 
| c. 4. p.27 
What our conformity to the death of ¶ hriſt is, 
c. 5. N 
What conſiderations may keep Saints from ſpitis, © 
tual pride. c. G. p. 44 
How a Chriſtian ſbould mannage the affairs a 
this life, c. 7. p- 1 
If the Lord bring ſome ſpecial ſin to winde When 
We are going to Prayer, What a ſoul may 45 5 
from it, | c. 8. p.53 
How 4 Chriſtian ſhould carry himſelf under out- 
- Wardloſſes and croſſes, c. p- ; 
that a poor Chriſtian ſpould do that is follow 
with temptations from day to day, and Satan 
often caſteth in vain and luſt ful thoughts, 
s c. 10. p. 7 8 
How Chriſtians ſhould carry themſelves when 


the Providence of God caſteth them among 
carnal * 


The Table. 
carnal and prohane people,. e. f. p.61 
How a Chriſtian ſhould carry himſelf under the re- 
proaches of the world, c.12.pÞ6+ 
What a ( briſtian ſhould do that is unequally 
Yoked, as if a believing Hutband have an unbe- 
lieving Wife, or a believing Wife have an unbe- 


lieving Hutband, c. 13. p. 65 
How a Chri'tians thoughts ſhould be exerciſed 
abont death, '  C.14.p.69 


How (Chriſtians ſhould carry it towards their Bre- 

thren, When their Brethren are N. with 
in a fault, 15-P.71 
| Whether a Reliever ought to keep the fi Par: day f 
* the week , holy and Wholly unto the Lord, as 4 


4 '- Goſpel Sabboth, c. 16 p.74 
nat 7 briſtians ſhould do in time 5 National 
tronblets, wars, and uproars, c. 17. p.76 


Ho Believers ſpoul4 mourn for ſin, c. i 8. p. 79 
I. | How 4 foul may know whether his aſſurance be 

right or not, c. 19. p. 81 
The cauſe and cure of doubtings, c. 20. p. 86 
1 bat C briſtians ſhould do when they finde not that 
enlargement in prayer as formerly, c. ax. p.g l 
1 e, to por Cbriſtians that complain of igno- 
Farce, that they know no more of Chriſt, 


c. 22. p. 93 


PART. II. 
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The Table: 


PART. II. 
Text, 1. Gal. 3.29. 

Doct. That all divine Priviledges, Heaven and 
Happineſs, belong to them that are Chriſts, and 
to them onely : for the opening of which point 
1s ſhewn, 1. What it is to be Chriſts, in ſeven 
particulars,  .Þ199 

2 Why all divine Priviledges belong to 1 that 
are C hriſts, and to them onely, _ p. Jo 

3 What thoſe glorious Priviledges are that belong 
to them that are Chriſts, in eleven particultys, 


P+LV7 

4; How we may know Whether we are C briſss , or 
uo, in ten particulars, P. 122 
Laſily,the Application, p.132 


Text 2. eA &s 13. 48. 

Dod. 1.That the God of all Grace hath appointed 
and ordained a certain number of poor ſinners to 
eternal life and glory ; for the opening of which, 
:s he Ww, t. That this ordaining was from all 


eternity, P. 38 

2 Not of Faith and Works foreſeen, but f meer 
Grace, p.140 

3 That Jeſus ¶ Uriſt is ordained to be the Saviour 
of the Eleft, p.41 

4 T bat nothing can be laid to the charge of Gods 
Elect, p.142 

5 That it 5s impoſſible they ſrould be 3 
1010. 


6 That wade who Were ordained to eternal oo, * 


| The Table. | 
were ordained alſo to believe on Chriſt, p.144 


7. All things work for their good, ibid. 
8 They cannot fall from Grace, p. 129 
Objeftions anſWered, and fix Uſes madi of the 
Point, p 147 


| Doct. 2. That thongh mam deſpiſe and reject 
C.,. triſt, yet thoſe Whom the Lord hath ordained 
fo eternal life, ſhall certainly believe on Chriſt; 
were it ſbenn, I. What the Faith of Goas 
if 4 let 13, Pp. 154 

| a The degrees of Faith given tothe Ele, p. 158 
mub ſeveral other things concerning Faith in 
Cbeiſt and Uſes of the point, p.160 
Chriſts Compaſſions to ſinners, on Luke 10. 33,34. 
338 | P-170 


1 &Caralogue of ſome Books printed that 


| 


are to be ſold by T. Brewſter, at the three 
Bibles in Pauls Church- Yard: 


Deſcription of Jeruſalem, With a large 
Map; by H. Jeſſe. 
A Treatiſe of free uſtification, by W. Eyre. 
Siont Glory diſcovered in the Churches amd Ordi- 
nances, wy the ſulneſs of the pes come in 
alſo ſomething about finging of Pſalms © written 
J. Prowd, FOI 
| ATreatiſe containing 3 Things: the burden of fn, © 

the ſouls return to God, and the Lordi free E 

tertainment, by P. Hobſon. FS 

Refractoria Diſputatio : or A thwarting an. 
rence, ina diſcourſe between different intereſts ; 
Diſputing about the diſſolmtion of the late Pare 
liament, ana other changes of ſtate. 7 
| Several Sermons preached upon ſeveral occaſions, | 


P. Sterry. 


*** 
5 * of the C lergy, by W. Shepberd | 
EI. A 


A Dialogue between the Eagle , the Raven and 
the Dove, in Welch, by M. loyd. 
Alſo the Bible in Welch newly Printed. 


A Expeſition of the whole Book of Camticles, 


whey ein the Text is explained.and uſeful Ob(ere 
vations raiſed thereupon ; by J. Robotham, 
Preacher of the Goſpel, , 


#77 


ky 
- 


| Ms, Baxters Aphoriſms of falten, examined 
aud anfwered,by J. Crand 

Goſpel- e on, A ſaving debe Goa ade 
from Iſa. 6. 5. "eAudihe glorious Priviledges 
0 the Saints from Rom, 8. 413 5.5 Walter 
Craddock, Preacher of the Goſpel 


A” 


Sub jettion to 7 briſt in Ordinances ; by T. Shep- 
ber of New. England. 
ians experiences from Feripture- e videncet, 
"by R. Coler; Miniſter of the Goſpel l. | 
' The Faithful: Counſeller , or Marrow of : the 
Lei Cngh/b; both parts,by W. Shepherd 4. 
None e od, and yet 4 Power in a7 
8 Creature, j R. ”Parnel 
Ant Trapntls. rÞree Books, Vit. The Cry of a a 
re Legat) fer Saints, A Narrative of 
Oo al into Cornwell. 
© Sighs for riphttouſneſs, or the Reformation this 
1 Bro ſtated, and the Spirit-poſt ſure and 
| Proceedings of Perſons and Things in this N att 
EY tr yefertnce thereto, examined. 
A Collettion of the Armies Declar. tions, En- 
e Remonſtrances, &c. 
be Dabers Confuted, being an anſwer to 19. 
Luerigs propounded by them to. the C burch e 
" Duckinptield ; Anſwered by S. Ea - | & 
The . 22 Devil unuailedy and.the pl 
: perry cloatbing pulled off, t bat their Wool 55 
* inſide may be diſrerned being an ar/we t J. 
25 * lor, by Elllis Bradfhaw ' | 


3 


. 
4 __'Od é— h W i —·˙ÿ .  TOEECO__C 


CAA. I. 


Occaſional Meditations : Sight, N 


and Groans . 


ö * 888 . —_——_— — * 


T bath been the practiſe of thb 
2) caints all along, ro ſpend math | 
time in Meditation of God, and 

the good wayes and things of 

God. Iſaac went into the Eo 

1 to bers "LOR David loved to have bis heart 2 

inditing a good matter concerning | the 

King of Saints, Pſal. 45. and 1 

we cannot find our beloved, the Lord, 

ſus, in praying, hearirg, conferring, yet. we 
him in Meditation; and when we are-walkin 
to meditate, he comes and walks with vs | 
us by the hand, and leadeth us ; yea bs kfſethu 
wal. the kiſſes of his mouth, Whoſe ps ber 

then wine 3 nod hen. we zee e it 


IV 


L . 
. F 1 


2 Meditations, ſig bi, aud groans. 
of ſpiritual meditation and uſe to him; when he 
walks, to think of walking with God; when 
he exteth, to meditate of Chriſt the bread of 
Life ; when he ſtandeth, to meditue of ſtand- 
ing dy Grace; when he ſceth the love of a Fa- 
ther, it putteth him in mind of the love and ten- 


| der compaſſions of our heavenly Father: and 


thus by Medication do the Saints enjoy much 


| . communjon with God: now whiles Chriſtians 


are thus exerciſed in meditation, there paſs ſighs 

{ and groans from their ſouls, with ſpiritual eja- 
| culations and delires, of which we ſhall give a 
raſte in o the following particulars. 


Meditation 1. 
"'Editating upon oha 13. 12, where the 
Lord Jeſus faith to his Diſciples, Know ye 
wha Ibave done unto you ? from that paſlage 
the Lord diſcovered this, That the Szints ſhould 


ſo diligently mind the dealings of God towards 


| them every day, that if the Lord ſhould ask 4 
Saint at night, know ye what | have done unto 
| you this day ? know ye what] have been doing 
is your ſouls that then we may be able to ſay, 


| 8 Loid, we in ſome meaſure know thou haſt 
en humbling of us by ſuch a providence , or 
| thonhaltbeen imbiccering the world to me this 

on. ot thou halt been letting me fee my on 
oF | neſs and/unworthineſs,or thou bait been 


ng, nne kannn, N 


a. FP «a _ au ©£=«©© OoT,- 
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1 


I and plexfures of the world will nor ſarrefig my 
Hit find all thoſe things to be but as Brooks 


{is 
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Meditations, fight, and groume. 3 
creaſing my Fai h. or aymirig me aꝑaĩoſt che re- 
proaches of the world : But O Lord, what 
ſtrangers are we to our own hearts, and to the 
work thou art about in our foul: ! 

Med. 2. Its better ro marry a wiſe then to 
burn in luſt; and its better to marry to Chr ſt, 
chen to burn in bell. 

Med, 3.0) my dear Saviour, when I come to 
be where thou art, to behold thy glory, | thin 
to magnifie thee, and to ſing praiſes to rhee for 
that ſweet communion I have with thee; aud 
kiſſes of thy mouth that I have had in this vale 
of rears ; and therefore I remember thy love 
more then wine: I remember how at ſuch times, 
in ſuch places, and in ſuch conditions thy ban- 
ners over me have been love; and yet O my dear 
Saviour | after all that communion I have had 
with thee in this vale of tears, I (hall ſay thou 
haſt kept the good wine until now: and Oi 
not that fulneis of joy ſwallow up the thoughues 
of my ſmall enjoyments of thee here below HO! 
bring me to thoſe pglorious and everh 1 
embracements N 

Med. 4. Lord, how doth my foul cry 98 2 
my groaning is not hid from thee O ſatisſſe me 
early-with thy mercy ; all rberiches;} honours, 


avs fail in Summer; G 3 —— 
ber mercies and hae, dy l0dag ki nelf 


Meditations, fight, and groans. 
will ſatisfie my foul for ever, and nothing elſe ; 
make no long tarrying O my God, but ſatisfie 
my Uoeging ſoul early with the light of thy 
countenance. ' 

Med: 5. Death is the King of Terrors : Lord, 
be pleated to give me ſuch a full aſſurance of thy 
love, that when ſickneſs comes, I may not fear 


that the time of my appointed change is 


come, but that I may hope that che time of my 
depariure is nt hand, and defre to be diſſolved, 
to be With Chriſt ; yea O my God, let tbe aſſu- 
| rance ot thy love be ſo ſtrong, that when I come 


to walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 


death, that I may fear no evil. 
S Med..6. Sin is not only an enemy unto par- 
don, but to peace; and though a great fin can- 
not take away a Believers great pardon, yet 
ſometimes a little Gn rakes away his little peace. 
Med. 7. Dear Saviour, T how haſt prayed for 
& thine, that they may be where thou art, to behold 
glory, J ohn 17. Ol ſee but little that thou 
haſt in this world ; for I ſee thee deſpiſed and re- 
jected of men, which maketh me exceedingly 


right hand of the: Majeſty on high. 


| Med. 8. 1 had rather God ſhould do any} 
ting without meagan ihſtrument, then that L 


| (ſhould! do any thing without him. Its bettet 
that God ſhould act without me, then that 4 


| fhoagtd at without him: O my God, chat in 4 
is ar "V2 ES du 


long to ſee that glory which thou haſt at che 


ue ⁰ ⁰ ⁰ -er Xs 
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Meditations, ſiglu, an groans, 5 
my undertakings for thee, that I miy have thy 
preſence with me 

Med. 9. Lord, 1 would not live without thee, 
but by thee ; and not only by thee, but with 
thee, who art the fountain of my life; neither 
doth my ſoul defire only to live by thee, and 


with thee, but alſo to live for thee, and to thee © 


for ever. 
Med.1o. Lord ; That I may not be fad or 
merry according as Creature-comforts ate pre- 
ſent or abſent, but according as my foul enjoy- 
eth or not enjoyeth communion with chee: That 
my ſoul may never be fad and troubled, but 
* thou hideſt thy ſice; neither to rejoyce in 
any thing beſides thy ſelf ; ; that the world may 
be nothing to me, and that thou maiſt be all in 
all for comfort and conſolation to my ſoul. 
Med. 11, The Ordinances are helpers of our 
joy; ſo are the Miniſters of Chriſt; Lord, help 
me do rejoyce in thee, in them and by them, in 
| thee who art the gladneſs of my bear. 
Med. 12. Concerning Witches: That ſome 
, | Witches may be ſaved, and the league between 
them and the Devil broken; beſides that inſtance 
of Manaſſeb, two Scriptures 1 to Poon 
hold forth as much: 1 Sam. 15. ; 
68.18, The one faich Rebellin 2 R 
-4 craft, that is to ſay, as abominable to God, aud 
I as provoking of the eyes of his glory: and the © 
3 in wi 7 JO That 7 . 


6 Aeditations, fight, and groant. 
Chi laub received gifts for mes, yra for the 
Rebellions, that the Lord | God . might dweli 
among ft them, that they may bg SIE of 
God through the Spirit. 
Mt4.13.Lord, thou haſt promiſed thou wilt 
not leave thine, nor forſake chem; Hb. i 3.5. chou 
wilt not leave them in their ſins, not for cheir 
fins, nor to their fins; and Lord, hould I leave 
thee in my ſufferings , or for my tribulations 
for thy ſake? O whether ſhould 1 go! thou on- 
ly haſt the words of eternal life. 
Med. 14, Its à fad thing when men are af. 
flited-, and othet men know the cauſe better 
then themſebves ;Lord ſhew me thy mind in all 
thy dealings with me, and let it be good forme 
ti / Pam aMiAed- 
Med. 15. I am much refreſhe in meditating 
of the dunts glotious ReſurreRtion unto eternal 
life Lord, that I may have a patt inthe ficſt Re. 
ſurtection, the Lord ſ eius, and know the power 
Sof his Reſurrection! ſo when [ awake, { hall be 
ſatisſied ich thy likens, 
Med. 16. 1 do not wonder to ke x Saint 
| - ſomecimes fad ; the heart knoweth his own bit- 
| rr, and it is nowonder to fee a.42int fome- | 
| times rejoycing with joy /unipeakadie and glo- ; 
|  rious 3 when Chrift ſmiles and kifles, wo cin 
WV 8. > when Chriſt commeth to x drops” 7 
| A uf. nd ſaith to it, as Joſeph ſaid to him wy 
Lare by 5 . 1 


8 # 1 , 


Meditations, Iglu, and grant. 


be of good cheer, I am thy ſalvation ; then the 
ſoul muſt needs be excerding glad. 0 my God, 
belp me over all my difficuſties, temptat ons, cor- 
ruptions, fears, doubtings, and let all my for- 
roy be for ſin and all my joy be in Chriſt, 

Med. 17. © the infinite love of che Fathet in 

, | chooſing and. ſettiag his love upon the gresteſt 
) 


of ſinners 1 O the bleeding wounds of Chriſt, 

who hath been wounded for our tranſgreflions! 

O chat lweet ſpirit of Grace, that convinceth of 

fin, and of righteouſneſs ,. and which taketh of 
tte Father, and of Chriſt, and ſheweth hem un- 
5 to us | 2 
k Med. 18. Lord, thou doſk not look at or. 
; | parts, bur;ar out hearts ; O give me that truth in 
the inward parts; let my heart be upr NG 

| fore thee, O my God, and purge my beat 2 
| bypocriſie. B 
| Med. 19. Lord, L ſee abundance of RET” 5 
thee; holineſs, love, wiſdom , compaſſion long» 
ſuffering;but Lord, if thou lookeſt upon ny 2 
ſelf, thou wilt ſee abundance of evil in me un by; 
lief,pride,ignorance,deadneſs,unſerviceablenels; - 
for in me, chat is, in my fleſh dwelleth ug od 
thing: but O my God, let me know bat am vs 
beloved in thy beloved „ and that the tog e 
bis cighteouſneſs coveteth all my (ins, and pte 
ſents me to thee without ſporx ot wtinkle. 
. Med, 20. Lord, I have bad ſome ſweet commu 
ther ia t any 3 e it. pre- 
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"'Y - Meditations, fig bs, and groan: 


ſent ; OT long for that fulneſs of joy and com- 
mumion to come; O come Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly. 

Med 21. Why (hould I fear poverty > the 
Earth is the Lords, and the ſulneſs thereof - 
what ſhopld I regard the having of a bad neme, 
and the being reproacht by the world, if I have 
the white ſtone and the new name ? 

Med. 22. Lord, whilſt it is day, help me to 
be doing the work for which thou ſenteſt me 
iato the world; the night is coming, wherein 
no man can work; the night of ſickneſs, the 
night of old age, and the night of death; Lord, 
that thou hadlt never cauſe to lay to me ; why 
E ſtand you Idle? 
ed. 23. Lord, thou lookeſt upon the proud 
afst off; O keep me humble: if thou beſtoweſt 
gifts and graces upon me, let me be as humble as 
9 41 had none : if I have riches, let me be as hum- 
ple as if I had none if Thave honout from men, 

Fee me 2s humble as if I bad none: in all con- 

ditions hide pride from my heart. 

Med. 24, The graves are ready for me, O 

That were ready for the graves; zud O that 1 
a may wait not onely when I come to be ſick, or 
tomie to be old, but wait all the days of my ap- 

inted time, vocill my change ſhall come. : 

Med, 25. This may be one . reaſon why, /: 
[ though che Apoſtles pray ed ſo much, yet ne 
Sb t Prayers ate ee down in the hes 
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8 tis and wither:But our God the ſame abides fc 
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Meditations, ſighs, and gro. 9 


| becauſe we ſhould nor uſe ſer forms of Prayer, 
but that we ſhould prey by that ſame ſpiricby 
which they prayed , which ſpiric of graceand 
ſupplication maketh interceſſion for us accord- 
ding to the will of God. 

Med. 26. Jeſus Chriſt was a great lle 
with his Diſciples before he gave them the ſup- 
per; me thinks it ſhould hold forth thus much 
unto us, that we (hould know them well with 
whom we joyn in that Ordinance. O when 
ſhall we have pure Ordinances, and a difference 
put between the precious and the vile 

Med. 27. Meditating upon the long lives of | 
the Saints under the old- Teſtament, and host 
ſhort the lives ol the Saints are now; and - 
thinking of the reaſon ; I conceived. , becauſe. 
then the way of ſalvation was not ſo well 
known ; and beſides, to ſpeak after the manner 
of men, the Lord Jeſus having now dyed a, 
perfected for ever them that are SanAified; he 
longs now to fee all his children in Heaven: 8 


28. Meditation upon the choiſe of 4a M.. 
We ſhould not 9 into ſuch « neer and - 
deer relation to be a wife to us, whom the Loid. 
Jefus hath not taken into that neer. and deer 8. 
Jation to be a ſpuuſe unto him Wer ſhould nee 
chooſe them to lie in our boſoms, who hate not 
lien in the boſome of our dear Saviour. 


Med. 29. Creatures like leaves. pluckt off 40. F 


q 1... _, | " Ac. 30, 5 


10 Meditations, fight,and groans. 
Med 30. Lord, as thou haſt given me ſenſes 
ſuited for the uſe of my body: So Lord, give me 
- © 1g ſenſes ſuited for a ſpiritoal heavenly 
-fou] 
0 1. A ſpiritual caſte whereby I may taſte and 
ſiee how good the Lord is, P/al. 34.8, and may 
from an experimental taſte ſay, thy love is bet- 
ter then Wine. Cant. 1. 2. 

2. O my God, give me a ſpiritnal hearing; let 
me hear the vo ce behind me ſzying, This is the 
way, walk init : let me have an ear to heat thy 
voice who ſpeakeſt peace unto thy people. 

3. O chat I may have a ſpiritual ſight, where- 
I may have a view of Chriſt the faiteſt of ten 
thouſand, and that from that ſight of Chriſt to 
be able to lay his countenance is molt ſweet, yea 
het is alcogerhec lovely. N 

4 A ipiritur} felling ; where by I may finde 
Groerne(s in that Ręſe of Sharon, the Lord Jeſus, 
whole Garments ſmell of Myrrh. 

5, Aſpnitual feeling; O let me never be of 
choſe who are paſt feeling ; O but let me feel 
abe fore of Chriſt chcaring, wagming ,comfort- 
me at the htatt: let me ſpiritually handle 
Ale Wore of life, 1 Joh, 1. 1, 2 

Aead. 3 1. Men prize ſcarce commodities : the 
* Saint: are a ſcace commodity, there is but few? 

| of them. and yet. theſe few are not regarded; 

« Bow my ſoul ſaith, I hey are the excellent on tt 
| ed, in wWaom all my delight; rhey' are more 
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Meditations fight, end groans. 211 


s| excellent then their neighbonrs; thongh theic 
e | neigbours be rich, and they poor, though their 
y 1 neighbous be honored, and they deſpiſed. 
Med. 32. Lord, I bleſs thee * ever I knew 
dj thee and thy ways, "and chat I have bid farewel 
yi roall the ple aſutes of fin that ate but for 4 ſex- 
- | ſon; O ler me have ſo much communion with 
thee, that I may ſtand and make my boaſt in 
© | God, and oppoſe the enjoyments my foul hath 
ein Chrift, to all choſe pleaſures of ſin that are 
yi but for a ſeaſon. 
Med. 33. When I am in communion with 
- | God, and meet with a Chriſtian that at the fame 
nj time is ſo, O what heavenly diſcourſe O how 
o } do our hearts burn within us whilſt we ſpeakbf 
out beloved Jeſus | | 
1 4d. 34. O my God, thou didſt in the firſt y: 
le 3 creation lay, let there be light; and there was J 
s, light; O do but thou fay, let there be ligt ia 
my dark heart, and there ſhall be light; u let 
ff | there be love and faith, and hope, and com 2 
el fort, and ſpiriccusl ſtrength, and it (hall be 
t- done. | 
le _Aed. 35. O the bappineſs of the Seide of 
God. 15 children of God have a good Father, © 
e the Father of mercie;; che ſervant of Gd have ö 
good maſter, his ſer vice is perſect freedom: 
the Spouſes of Cbeiſt have a good Huzband, 8 . 


[EX , bave a good God, a great A 
ighry God ; bled ac the "rue bar 


12 n Obſervations. 


are in ſuch a caſe, who have the Lord for } ,; 
their God. for their father, for their maſter or f 6, 


| their husband, for their poriton. | t 
32 i 
RAR. 1" 
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de Obſerve men to be full of extreams. | 
K Firſt, As to Prayer. ci 
| . x. Some will not pray but when they have a h 
ſpecial motion of the ſpirit to pray; and if they ¶ t 
| Have not ſuch = ſpecial motion ina week, ora | te 
modech, or year, they will neglect the ſeeking 
of Gbd ut thar while, whereas the Holy Ghoſt 
| faith we ſhould pray always,continaally;1-T heſ- 
2 19. And David prayed ſeven times a:day : 
ely neglect of Prayer will not fit for Prayer; 
and I have obſerved great deadneſs, coldnieſs, 
3 und luke warmneſs to grow-upon ſuch profefors; 
this is one extteim. 

2. Ochets obſerve ſome ſet times for Prayer, 
| 4rd morning and evening, and will neyer 
B face of God but then; though at other 
times they have motions to pray, or find ſome 
| remptdrions: co a fin very ſtrong, yet they will 
not go to ſeek the face of God for fall fo. 
|  againft the temptation : or though they falt 
ſome great fin, yet they will not 

| down e uns W Kar 
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Obſervations. 13 
they ſhall go ſpeedily to the Lord: It may be thy 
heart will | not be ſo melted and broken before 
the Lord at an evening duty for a fin commit 
ted about noon, as if thou hadſt gone preſently © * 
to God and bewailed the baſeneſs of thy heart, 
and paared out thy ſoul before him this 2 
is another extream. 

Secondly, As to places of hearing and meeting. | 

1, Some come to the publique places, as pls- 
ces more holy then other places, and will not 
hear or meet · elſewhere : but call thoſe places | 
the houſes of God ; and thoſe people, chough | 
they ſay they love the houſe of God fo much, 
yet indeed they love not the true houſes of od. 
| which is the Saints, Heb. 3. 6. 1 P. 4. 17. by: 
thoſe Scriptures we may ſee that the Saints ace 
the houſes of God: now theſe people come nor 
to hear in theſe publique places as convenient; - 
places for meeting, as where. there h room 
enough, and convenient ſeats, but is I ſaid before, | 
they come to them as to places more wo then 
others; here's one extteam. 0 2 

4. Others, becauſe thoſe places ave 25 2 
to 2 erſtition, will not hear in them at all, a8 f 

riſt had not ſaid , whereſoevet two of three + | 

ee togethet in my name, I will bein the 
wie of them, where ſoever, in publique 6 | 
unte houſe, field, anywhere ʒaad we: . 
that Paw piescht is Mars hill, a placy 
eee of — 


Obſervations. 
Thirdly Ai to Preachers. 
1. Some wilt hear none but tuch as Have been 
| ax the Voiverſities , chongh they be never ſo 
giſted and experienced, Although | conceive 
that an Vnivetſi y is a very good place to bring 
up voung men in; yer where do we find in 
the Seripture that none but ſuch as have been at 
| Univerficies maſt Preach che pre 2hhe ? chis is one 
extrem 
2 L obſerve others are fo pre zeta againſt 
| rhofe who by Gods providence have been 
brought up in the Univerficic s, chat choughthey 
be ne vet ſo gifted, experienc't in the ways of 
Ohriſt, ncver ſuch able Miniſters of the Ne w- 
! Teſtament, ant of the letter but of the ſpirit, ' 
yer they ate ſlighted : theſe things ought not ſo 
tobe. As Chriſt called Peter 2nd others that 
were fiſhermen , to bear his name and publiſh 
the glad-tidings of the Goſpel,ſo he called Paul 
who was agreat ſcholar, and brought up ar the 
feet of Gamaliel. Oh when (hall: we have the 
| faith. of our Lord Jeſus without reſpect o 
2 145 1 obſerve miny men to be high in Noti- 
dos sud opinions, and ſpeak fluentiy to men a- 
{| bout chem, but when they come to ſpeak to 
| 5 they are very- fre nd den = 5 
Graf. CIS 
| HEFobſerve — br - 
1 off the een, and love 
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Obſervations. I 5 
and ſometimes the ſpirits of Chriſtians claſh, 
and there is not that harmony and ſweetneſs in 
their ſpirirs one to another; but yet at other 
times the ſame Chriſtians cloſe ſweetly , and 
have much heavenly diſcourſe. 

IV. I obſerve that thoſe profeſſors that ſpend 
their time ſo much about opinions, have but lit- 
tle experience in the ways of Chrilt, and are . ' 
very ignorant of regeneration. and communign 
with God. The Lord make us wiſe to ſalvation, 
Ithat we may minde the one thing neceſſary x 

more time will come when that queſtion willbe | 
* Fasked, ( 1 Cor, 1. 20) where are the diſputers 
ſof the world, that made it theit bufineſs to diſ⸗ 
pute ſome concroverlies, and to hold an Argu- 
mentrand I have too much ground to think tha 
many of them read the Scriptures chiefly c 
maintain an opinion; which is very ſac. 
VV. I obſerve that many take the Law for the. 
Golpel, and the Goſpel for the Law; it will be 
of much uſe to a Chriſtian to diſtinſtuiſn night. 
| Ybecwcen the Law and Goſpel. 
VI. I obſerve that ſome men in diſcourſe: are 
F lad they can cloſe, others are glad they cannot. 
feloſe; O what ſpirits are we of 
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21 V II. I ſee the faireſt day hath ſome clondey: | 1 
and if godly men grow great in the world; they * 
Inave fome eminent croſſes, that they may ſes? 
: dete is not their reft, and their happineſs; I ob- 
1 of an in ment n * 
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ber z asche faid,, they came every twenty foul 
| hours ; it wis id the gvening (he fenc them 
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to the things of this world; ſome have rich 


and want health; ſome way or other the ſweery 


of this world are mixt with bitters; there is no 
lolid ſanding comlort out of Chrilt, who is 8 
Believers all in all. 
VIII. Lobſerve, the more looſe profeſfors 
are themſelves, the more cenſorious and uncha- 
litable they are to others. 
IX. I obſerve, your blunt, plain dealing, free 


Lord take away that ſinful ſilence and mo- 


pe 
Jeſty chat is in many Chriſtians, and teach 


proof, advice, &. 


X. One remarkable thing I obſerved in diſ 
Eourſe with one that was in priſon for a Witch, 
dad confeſſed (he was one; ic aroſe upon thi 


eſtion ; I askt ber whether in the place wher 


i. had bved there was none that the world cal 
lei Puricans, Roundheads, or Independents 7 


he told me there was, I asked her whether (he 


never had a minde to do them miſchief?ſhe rold 
me ſhe had a mind oftentimes , but could not 
eſpecially ro one profeſſor, her neer neigbbou 


he having ſome way given her diſtaſte, whict 
(b<relolved to revenge when her Imps came te 


/ Kill chtee fat Swine he bad in a place neer toi 
\. hovſe ;; ſo they went, and the man was at Prayd 
e 7 — 1 ' - | FIST.” 
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n- heaxted Chriſtians do abundance of good; 


bow to ſpeak, and when to ſpeak by way of re- 
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Obſervations. 17 
in his family, and they went back and told the | 
Witch that man was calling upon God, and they 55 
could do no harm to him or any thing that be: 
longed to him; the witch was very ſorry he 
could not haye her will upon him: ſhe ſent her | 
Imp: another time, and bis ſon was reading the 
2} Scriptures; they returned and told the wich, 

that man and hs houſe-ſerved. che Lord, and they 
ef could do him no harm if ſhe ſent them never ſo 
1 4 often. This I think is worth the taking notice of | 
>44 by all the people of God, that they may live 
us by Faith, and depend upon him who is able g 
e· keep them, ſo that the evil one touch them not, 

as Numb. 23. 27. There is no inchantment «a» 
iſ} gainft Jacob, neither is there any divination a. 
hl gainf Iſracl. " 0 
iis} KI. This day being the 28. of Ofober, 165%. 
re I had a remarkable Providence before my &ye- © 
114 to let me ſee how uncertain our lives * 
; 24 world ; the thing was this, one digging BY 
hel in 2 pit belonging to the town where T live, © 
(dj and undermining che earth much, the tog 
or] the pit fell, which was about 2 2 
earth, and ſle him that he nevet ſpoak. T 
ul teach we ſo ro number my days, that I may apply” 
ta wy bart unte wiſdom ; and let even this. Proves 
uy dence- dead my heart co the world, and to f 
ef the-enjoymencs here below, which are ſo oom 
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obere, 18 
of God in ſome men; but hen I come into 
their company, wotldly diſcourſe or ſinful 
filence hindereth our communion in the ſpirit. 

XIII. I obſerve that as God ſpeaketh, to us 


dy foe men; ſo the devil ſpeaketh to us by 


others, as the devil ſpake to Adam by Evt. O 
that we may know when the Lord ſpeaketh, and 
when'tis Sathan that ſpeaketh. 

MV. I obſerve too many that take more car e 
and have more deſire to get into Chriſt, then 
that Chtiſt ſhould get into them: they take more 
cxre to get into the kingdom of God, then 
that the kingdom of God ſhould get into 


NV. I 6bſerve ſome that pretend to wuch 


brokenneſs of heart, and ſorrow for fin, and 
yetAperk againſt the ptesching of Chriſt and 
PBie&-grace : Sutely were their hearts indeed 
broken, were they inded heavy-laden , Set- 
mons of Chriſt, and Free-grace'would be wel- 
me to them, would be ſweeter to them then 
hob and the hony- comb. | 
XVI. I obſerve chat looſe profeſſors cannot 
aft duties. 5 PIG 
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Cu az. III. 
Experiences. 
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Experience. I 


e How true in my own ſoul da I find chat of 
n the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 17. for the Fleſh-lult- 
e eth againſt the Spirit, and the gpirit apzioft the 
nj Fleſh, ſo that ye cannot do the ching which ye 
of would! when the Spirit and Regenerate part in 
me would pray, the Fleſhrebellech agaiuſt it, 
and it would not; and when I would meditate,” 
che flesh tebelleth and would not; aud when. * 
d rhe Spirit would ſubmit to all the dealings ok 
d | - God, and fay, Nor my will, but thy will bee, 
- the fleſh would not; and when I would 
1-] mune with my own heart upon my bed, 
en] make diligent ſearch, che fleſh rebelleth — 
would not; and ſo on the contrary; the Spirit 
ot] and regenerare part oppoſeth the fl ltr: bf 
when che fleſh would delight it ſelf in the x 
I ſures of (in chat are but for a ſeaſon; the 
4 oppoſeth the fleſh; and it would not; 
Pp; fleſh would delight ir if nouns; 8 
72-- would nor, bur crieth, and gtouns, And by 
151 Lee from' b Sold | 
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i my ſoul; between the fleſh and the Spirit; and 
' becauſe the ſleſh doth ſo 


c cannot do the good which I would, as I would 
do it; I cannoc pray asT would, nor hear as I 


love ir, and delight in it. 


1 


| Experiences. 
oppoſe the Spirit, I 


would, nor meditate of che things of God 2s I 
would. L' rd,do thou deliver me: from this Law 
of my members, and let me however delight in 


'Þ ; thee and thy ways after the inward man. 


Exper. 2. A Saint when he is overtaken with 
a ſm, and cometh to ſee his backſlidings, he ha- 
tetli that ſin mote then ever; its the burden of 


| his ſoul; and miketh him cry out, O this pride! 
0 theſe vain thoughts ! how abominable are 


„they do my ſoul 1 but che ungodly are not ſo: 
opt che more they commit a fin, the more they 


Exper. 3. Sometimes after the commiſſion. of 
ig e cannot pray ; the be irt is even ſtupified, 
* auth contracted io much hardneſs, that the 

{-maxeth too much delay before he gueth to 
the Lord torake away all his iniquites, and te- 
-ceive him graciouſ]y. 
| 4 Sometimes the God of all Grace 
lech bees from his p:ople a good while, 
the commiſſion of a lin ; and ſometime it 
che ſame day it bach cn? into ＋ — | 
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Experiencer. 21 
communion wich thee, at this time, ſeeing I 
have lo lately . red thee and ſinned 
againſt thee ! I mij r have expected thact 
thou ſhouldſt have writ bitter things againſt me, 
znd cauſed me to go mourning all my days 1 
without the light of thy countenance. O thy 
| Grace and love, and pity co my ſoul ! 55 
Exper. 5. Sometimes 2 poor ſoul leeing bow ; 
| | Godhathblorred ont his tranſgreſſions; and 
- | will remember his fins no more, but if hisfins 
f | ſhould be ſought for, they cannot be found, 
' | the ſoul is filled with ſuch Goſpe |-forraw for his | 
: ſinning againſt the God of love, that Whether 
: | it be joy or ſorrow he can ſcare tell; foc he 1 
y | the ſame time mourns for his-own vileneſs; 
re joyceth in the free mercy and love of 
f | unto him. 2. T 
Is Exper. 6. I finde no diſcontent, beige 7 
e | ſubmiffionto God in my heart,whatſoeyercon- | / 


OJ dition Tam in; but when I think of * 
;- | delights, and advancement in the world, Lord. 
let me never think of being rich in rhe world; 
that Lord, if it be thy will I may be content to 
be poor; ler me never think of being hi f 
great, that ſo I may be content to be — 5 
mean; let me never think of being 
and elteemed, that ſo I may be — 
5 "iis n the w— 
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Mi ab Experieueat. 

* . commiſſion of a ſin, ox have had worldly 

ogether, they bave the harder thoughts 

of another, and bare not after wards ſuch 

fee communion in the ways of God, which 

ſhould make Chriſtians very watchful in their 

5. converſations one towards another. 

Exper. 8. We ate apt to miſtake our way af- 

ter the commiſſion of a ſin; either we ſo aggra- 

A \- yate it that we even deſpair, and think God will 

not n it, or elſe we leſſen it, ſo as we go not 

1 to with that brokenneſs of heatt and god 
I fore, putting our mouths in the duſt, which 

| we ſhogld do. 

Ser. 9. I find formality to bea great bin» 

deranceto communion with Chriſt, and growth | | 


Wil 

1 
1 
0 


1 
4 


tt 
1. 


in grace, and chat I may loſe Cbeiſt upon me 
knees: ſo chat by a formal and temiſs perfor-⸗- 
ö mance of duties, my heart is in a worſe frame 


. 
4 


1 
N 


gesdneſs in thy ways, hut quicken me according 
tion [uſually have for duties and Ordinances, is; | 1 
N of ſpirit, and never (end my chirlly ſoul empty 
0 f the things of God, when the Provi- 


i} then before. Lord,kcep me from formality and | 1 
h to thy word. 6 
i Exper. 10. I find that the greateſt prepara- 
| that. my foul thirſtetb and brezcbs after com- i 
. — with God. Lord, maintain rKigframe 
if away from thy preſence, | 
l ahi 2 11. Sometimes I am much enlarged. to 
0 
l Brel an caſtetd me among natural 1 


ple; but maſt of th daa cnc end 
them . 

Exper. Ia. Amguſ 19. 1650. That day a ppor | 
ſoul having been often tempred and croubled a+ 
bout the time of his. conyerfion, the Lord was 
pleaſed to help him to believe and act faith up- 
on the Lord Jeſus , as if he had never believed 
before; the Spirit of Chriſt convinc d him of in, 
and of righteouſneſs, and the ſoul claled-wich 
Chriſt by faich, as if he had never done is.befores 
and the Lord help their ſouls that are tronhled 
about the time of their convetſion to "5000s 
the work afteſh. 

The ſame day the poor ſoul reſolved From 
I thattimechrough the ſtrength of Chriſt 
as onq in Chriſt, as one that was called 708 of 
darkneſs into marvellous lighs d den 
The Lord was pleaſcd to give that poor foul 
much Goſpel ſorrow and brokenneſsof beats 
alſo joy and peace in believing, and gave in that... 
good word to his ſoul, I am thy Salvatign, Pp. 
| Then that ſoul choſe afreſh „rather to ſuffer 
„ | affliction with the people of God, then ta en- 
joy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, | 
Then the poor ſoul ſaid, Return unto thy reſt, 
O my ſoul ; for the Lord hath dealt bouncifully _ 

| wich me;he bath blotted our as a thick cloud mx 

| ſions, and remembers my ſias u mare ; 


WT 24. 4  " Experiences. 
| q in duſt and aſhes ! How did he ſee in all-loveli- 
j neſs and excellency in the Lord Je ſus. 
ben that poor ſouſ ud not have changed 
his condition for ten thouſand worlds ; be re- 
membred his ways, and was aſhamed when he 
ſaw the Lord was pacified for all he had done 
againſt him. 
+ That day the ſoul defired of the Lord, if it 
were his will, chat baving had that day ſuch an 
aſſurauce of his everlaſting love, that he might 
never doubt more and queſtion his love, but 
might to his dying day have the joy of his ſalva- 
tion, and be eſtabliſhed with his free ſpirit. 
The ſame day that poor ſoul defired the Lord 
to keephim always in an humble melting frame, 
chat he might walk humbly with that God that 
had done ſuch great things for bis ſoul. 
t be ſame day the ſou! defired this of God, 
dot if che Lord had no intent to make any uſe 
of bia lor bis glory, that he might even that ve- 
ey dy be diſſolved to be with Chriſt. 
aber. 12. Some time after, the ſame poor 
ſonſawass heavy laden with (in, and went mourn. 
ing a while without the Sun, until God was 
pleaſed ro ſpeak peace to him by that promiſe, 
Hof. 14. 4 1 will beal thy back; ſlidings, I will 
love thee freely. 164 
11 Exper. 14: If à ſoul can ſubmit freely to the 
will of God in the worſt condition, ihe greats 


eſt afl ction, he (hall find more comfort 
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ons of the ſpirit. 


meant the Lord] eſus, The Lord our tight 


* a 1. ie * 


| _ Experientes. a. 
then if he were in the beſt condition he 


reth ; 2 poor Chtiſtian chat hath ſweer content= 
ment in poverty bath more true com. 
fort in that condition if we were rich and 


had health. | 
Exper. 15. I find its a ſweet thing when the 
ſpicic of Chriſt ſtirtetb in the ſon), as ſoon 88 
luſt ſtirreth, and corruption ſtitreth: for then 
the ſoul is eafily taken off from ſatisfying the 
laſt, and cloſeth with the breathings and moti- 


1 o 


Exper, 16, When a hint or ſweet diſcoveryis - 
firſt given in, its much more ſweer then hen its 
remembred afterwards, or written down. _ 

A truth is far ſweerer in the heart, then in 
the head. | 4 

Exper. 17. If men had the biterneſs of ſin go 
before the ſweetneſs of it, their akes of conſi- 
ence, ſenſe of guilt, black feats, they would oe 
fin ſo much as they do;men will find firſt or , 
fin to be a root of bicrerne(s;how ſhould we pray” 
with David L. ord, lead me in the way eve * 

Exper. 18. June 13. 1652, 1 bat day the 
Lord was pleaſed to give x weak Ohtiſtian 
ſtrong conſolation from Aab. 5.6:Bleſſed ave 
they which hunger and thirft after right cas 
ſor they ſpall be filled; the ſpirit of Chrilt did 

best wicnels that the poor heart did fincerely © 
hunger and thirſt after righteoulae ſo, by which is 
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* "Experiences. 
neſs; and the Lord gave the poor ſoul afſurances . 


that though he was then in ſpitit, and faw 
but little of Chriſt K he ſhould be fil- 
led, and receive of Ch umme is, and grace for 
|. grace ; and at that time the ſoul had experience 
of this, that where the Spirit of Chriſt doth 
bear witneſs to che truth of grace in the ſoul, it 
doth at that time increaſe grace in the ſoul ; as 
when the Spirit doth bear witneſs to the ſoul 
that it hath trur love to Chriſt, it doth at that 
time increaſe che ſouls love to Chrift, that the 
foul loveth Chriſt more then before; and ſo for 
Jay in Chriſt, and ſo for hungering and thirſting 
alter Chrilt, when che ſpitit doth witneſs to a 
ſoul chat it hath a ttue hunger and thirſt after 
iſ Chriſt, at that time it doth. increaſe the ſouls 
hunger and thirſt after Chriſt, as that ſou} found 
ttt day that he hungred and thirſted after 
# Chriſt more then ever. 


! 0 6 Exper. ld. Decemb. 23. 1652. A poor crea- 


ture being ſick and weak, and waiting for the 
time of bis appointed change, the Lord gave in 
theſe words, T bow ſpalt not dis but live, and de. 


Il!!!” clare the wondrous works of the Lord O faid the 
Wt | pd crexure, Bleſs the Lord O my ſoul, aud 


10 farget not Il bis bene fits, who forgiveth all ; 


|||. crowneth-thee with loving kindnets; 2 


dhine iniquities and healeth all thy diſeaſesUHƷÿꝓ 
redeemceth thy life from deſtruction, who 
% mercies; the poor creature recoveted,and der 
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Divers Caſes of Conſeience Refalued, 1 
{ Greth the remainder of his few and evil days to 
live unto God, and . to  hienſell, | 


CAA. IV. 
hat our conformity to the life of 
|. Chriſt is. 


1* ſhounld be the deſire of every Diſciple, of 7 
Chriſt to be like his Maſter ; and that Chriſtie | 


7 
| {| an hath actained to a high pirch of 
| | grace, that is Chriſt-like ; in all his f W N 
ways. Now being conſormable to eam Chriſti et 
che life of Chriſt, or ous. being tor. "a 
| | Chrift-like, lieth in theſe things. | 
1. It was Chriſts meat and drink. to do the {i 
will of the Father, oh. 4. 34. So the mere we. 
delight to do the will ot God; and bis com 
2 | mandments ate not grievous to ns, the mow 1 
1 | Chriſt · like we are. 
5 2. The Lord Jeſus was mee k A lowly in | 
$ | hearr, Zach. 9.9. Chriſt was ſo humble and 
1 lowly, that; he rode into that famous City of, 
1 Zeraſalem upon an Afs ; fo humble to waſh big 
4 Diſciples feet, Job. 13. Ang therefore Matth, 
I 23+28. Chriſt bids us learn of him; for faith he, 
4 iu and lowly-in heart ; vow the more 
um wen e in hear we —_— 
2 "he more 


1 
- 
= o * ” 
M 2 
8 2 
* 
1 


28 Divers ( uſes of Conſcienee Reſolved. 
more conformable we are co che life of our 
dear Saviourzbut O how unlike are we to Chriftl 
3. The Lord Jeſus was patient in all the ſcorns} 
and reproaches he met withal from the world, 
1 Pet.2. 23.When he was reviled, he reviled not 
again; now the more patient we are in tribu- 
lacion and reproaches, the more like to Chriſt, 

4. The Lord Jeſus was much in Prayer, and 
therefore often went into the mountains for 
that end ;and the Author to the Hebrews faith 
cap: 5. 7. that in the days of his fleſh he offered 
up ſupplicarions with ftrong crying and tears 
to him chat was able co deliver him. So the 
mote we by the ſame ipirit of grace and ſuppli- 
x cation are crying to, the father of Spirits for 
'... thoſe things we ſtand in need of, the more like 
|. to the Captain of our Salvation. O that we might 
Walk as he walked ! | 
FJ. The Lord Jefus was very full of compaſ- 
fron ; when he ſaw objects of pitty, as the blind, 


them ; and che more piciful and compaſſionate 
we are to men, the more like to our dear Savi- 
our, who knoweth how to have compaſſion on 
te ignorant, and of them that are out of the; 
1 way. | | : 
6. The Lord Jeſus was not taken with ail the 
| lory of chis world, when the Devil as we have 
 ieinthefourth of Matthew, took him up to 

mig pinnacle, and ſhewed him all the kingdom 


* 


che lame, the leprous, he had compaſſion on] 


Divers Caſer of Conſcience Reſolved. _ 
ff the world; ſo the more our hearts are deaded 
othe warld, and we ſce chem to be all but vas 
nity, the more like to ont dear Saviour, 
7. Our Lord ] eſus was deſpiſed, reviled, cal 
ot led Bee/zebab , was jcered, mocked, ſcorned, 
a-Jhaced ; and the more we ate jcered, deſpiſed, 
ſmocked, reviled, bated, and bave evil ſpoken of 
nd Jus for righreouſneſs ſake, the more like we are 
or Ito our dear Saviour, when a: he was, ſo are we 
ch in this preſent world, when as he was hated, op- 
ed poſed, deſpiſed, reviled, ſo are we in and from 
urs | che world. 
be 8. The Lord Jeſus was much in denying hims 
li- ſelf, although be was the heit of all things and 
or might have commanded all the enjoyments of 
ke] th: world, yet he denyed himſelf, and bod nog 
ht in this world whereon to lay his head. 0 4 
| wonderful ſelf. denyal of Chriſt land the : 
- we deny our ſelves and cake up our ct 
d, | more we follow Chrilts example. 
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30 Dio Caſei of Conſeiente Reſolved. 
to the Saints; hence che Apoſtſe ſpeaks of t 
ing conformable ro his death, bil. 3 10. Tl 
Imay know him, faith he, and the power of 
Keſurtection and the fellowſhip of his ſuffe 
+ ings, being made conformable to his death; ne 
| though the Lord Jeſus was onely a parte 
 andexample in his death, as ſome coneeve;a 
fright che merit of his death, and that rede 
ption we have in his blood, even the forgivene 
offins, according to the tiches of his grace 
the main end of his death , was to purge 2w: 
our ſias by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and to bring 
m unto God; therefore he was made ſin and 
LCeurſe for as, that we might be made the righte; 
 ouſnels of God in him and this being well con 
| + lidered, there is no danger, but abundance of uſe; 
>  Twinefs in making the death of Chriſt a pater 
andexemylary unco believers;Eph. 1. 7. Heb. 1. 
tie, 3. 18. 2 Cor. 5. 10. Gal. 3. 13. Now 
„  ſhaltnot ſpear of x Notional, bur Spiritual and 
Practical conformity ro the death of our dex 
Saviour. ̃ ee 
1 Then the Lord Jefus-in the buſineſs of hi 
death waß ſuhmitted to the will of the Father 
3 a5 a man he lawfully might deſire the 
[ Preſervation of his life; yet in that which h 
= might tbus lawfully deſire, he was wholy ſab: 
N mucted to the Fathers will, ſay ing, Farber uut 
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Dien Me of Conſcience Reſolved. 
more willing we are to be at his diſpoſe ; 5 
and can truly ſay, Lord, here I am, do hat thou 
wile wich me; the more conformable we are to 
-r4 the Lord jeſus in the buſines of his death, When in 
ail conditions, afflictions, loſſes, ctoſſes, we cun 
e ſay 4 not as I will, but as thou wiltz now this ius 
nf hard leſſon, as we (hall finde; but if we will 
write after Chrifts coppy , and follow his e- 
el zmple, we mult do thus. 
e 2. The Lord Jeſus in his death overcime if 
A chat had the power of death, which is the de? 
ag vil, Heb. 2. 14. Now our overcomming the Prince 
14 of darkneſs, is conformity to his death | 
e4 Job. 2. 13. the Apoſtle ſaith that che by es 8 
4 men in Chriſt had overcome the wicked one; - 
ſe 
r 
6 
n 
1 


| that is the devil ; now indeed if Chriſt ine 
cal death bad not overcome Satan, we + "IE 
ver overcome him; but when che Captain o 508 
Salvation bath once overcome: him its wel 
j 2 ut to do it, as to overcome onerhir s 
already overcome is eaſie; chis is the ſecond. 1 


= — 
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3. Chriſt in his death was 10 patient, 270 
Prophet 1/ajab ſaith, He war u Gikt a. i 
the Ar pre andud a ſheep before thi Pavers ts | 
dumb, ſo be opened b Dr 80 
al the more patient we are in all ſufferings, 
p44 ches; jos trials, the more 2 
vj Chrilts death.” "PP 
Ie ene Jelus died ano fn, r. 
61 ee, I 
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Divers Caſes of Conſcimice Reſolve. = 
| fin, yet thoſe for whom he died were finners; 
ungodly ; now the Lord Jeſus undertaking fork ſt 
them, and having all cheir ſios laid upon him, I. 
becauſe theſe were ¶ Tit. 2. 14.) to be holy. a pe- fa 
culiar people, he intheir ſtead died unco ſin; fo ri 
now when our old man is crucified, ihe fl:(h} he 
with its affections and laſts, and we to walk inf} w 
. newneſs of life, the body ot fin deſtroyed, char] n; 
henceforth we ſerve not (in, as you (hall ſee 
the Apoſtle maketh Chriſt a pattern to us in his 
Aying unto fin, for having ſpoken, of A hriſt dy- 
og unto ſio, ver. 10. in the 1 1. wer. faith he, like- 
: © Wilereckon ye allo your ſelves to be dead indeed 
* unto, lin, but glive-untro God chrough J eſus 
1 Chriſt out Lord; and faith he, let not fin; reign 
in your mortal bodiesyſo that this is part of our: 
|. conformicy to the death of Chriſt, when as he 
-"dyedanto (in, we alſo ate dead xo ſia, ind live] th 
no longer therein. | II. 
In ctheſe four things I conceive our confor+ 
mity to the death of Chriſt, doth conſiſt; but]. 
| Sana as ſome ipeak of a ſttange death of 
T uriſt never before heard of among the Saints, 
| and do alſo greatly miltike our conſormity 
j!-- : theteunto, and with great ſwelling words 
dais ſtaggerd and puzled ſome weak Chriſti 
| _ ans. about theſe matters : It will dot be un⸗ 
ſenſonable here briefly to (ct dowu their Judges 
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Divers Cafes of Conſcience Reſolved, 33 
1. They ſay that the firſt Adam was made ina 
ſtate ofour pure nature, but there was no eternal 
Life and happineſs by ſtanding i in that ſtate : bur 
ay they, Adam fell in love with that ſtate of pu- 
rity, and ſaid It is good to be herezand ſo though 
| he was offered a higher ſtare and life, yet he 
was ſo in love with the other, that he would 
not exchange- 
j Anſwer, 1. If Adam had ſtood in that. ſtate 
wherein God made man righteows, he hagtnjoy- 
Jed eternal life and happineſs ; do tb and live, 
diſobey and dye, were the terms between God 
and him; in that ſtare his fall had been no great 
diſadvantage or prejudice to him, if he couſd 
not have enjoyed eternal life and ' happineſs if oy 
de had Rood. 2 
2. The Scripture. Mobere ſaith as they ſay, . 
4. that Adan was ſo in love with his condition in 4 
Ianocency, that he refuſed to exchapge it for an 
I higher ſtate that was offered him: It is true chax 
Adam in Innocency had higher ſtate offered 
and propounded, to him, but ic was not Gad 
but the Devil that offered him it; Gen: 3.4.5.6. 
yi The Devil ſaid to our firſt Parents, God doch A 
is know that in the day that ye eat thereof 118 
I (hall be as Gods, and your eyes ſhall be opene 
4 ibus the Devil propounds a higher ſtaty the 
by and as it zppeareth by that chapter the Denils”. * 
tempting them to queſtion the truth & cerraiv= I 
* hy Gove gy ty the pt w eateſt - - 


34 Divers Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved. 

i hereof, thou ſoalt die, and the offering ahem af 
higher ſtate, putting them in hopes of a greateiſg 
Happineſs and Glory. Theſe two were the 
powerful and prevailing temptations by whict 
they lell; but what do they think the highet 
ſtate was. the which God offered Adam in Inne 
cency, and he refuſed to accept of ? 

They ſay, It was Chriſt in the fleſh with whor 
be had union and communion in Innocency 
but the higher ſtate which was offered him, w 
Chi iſt in the Spirit, Chriſt in his heavenly apÞ 
peatance. D. 
Anſwer. Whit they mean by Chriſt in the 
Spirit, we (hall ſee by and by; In the mean whi 
let us conſider that Adam could not at faith upſtio 
on Chriſts blood to elenſe him from fin, when high, 
had no ſia; he needed not the Phyſician when 
"was Whole': Adam before his fal- ſianing had nth 
/'need of pardoning mercy, and to be acceprefÞr, 
and ingraciared in the beloved: he had no nteRhy 
to wiſh ia the fount in open for ſin, and for u 
cleannels,B until he was de filed As the fallen AW, 
gels had been happy, if they had kept their f 
ate, ſo alſo had Adam if he had kept his fin 
fate the ſecond perſon in the Trinity migſſ in 
have confirmed Adam in his fiſt eſtate, as he bu 
 -. Tuppoſed' to confirm the Elect Angels in theſſvb 
Fi eftate, by being head to themgbur then thei 
bad been no need of patdoning mercy, Chrifyi 
dying and ſoffeting lor ſias, and making peaſſo 


. Divers Caſe: of (onſcience Reſolved. 3 
| Fbrovgh the blood of his croſs, nor the imputing 
Righteouſneſs without works, the free and great 
vation brought to light through the Goſpel. 
They ſay Chriſt came forth in this ſtate of 
Pure nature (which they call Chriſt in the fleſh) 
n which the firſt Adam was created; but this 
being a mutable ſtate, he hated his life in this 
orld, chat he might keep it unto life eternal. 
Anſwer Chriſt had that purity and holineſs 
That was in the firſt Adam, but was infinitely a 
greatet perſon, being God and Man in one 
Þerſon. 
2, Chriſt being God and Mao, the fellow of 
he Loid of Hoſts, could not be in ſuch a condi- 
PFion that he maſt þe put to ſuch a choice, that ei- 
ther he muſt ra life in this world, or elſe 
e could not keep it unto life eternal: there was 
Mo need for him to dye for himſelf to get life 
eFternal, buc voluntarily according to the will of 
he Father, dyes for us to obtain an eternal Re- 
Wemprtion for us; Joh. 17. 19. For their ſakes 
Wa tifie 1 my ſelf, & Joh. 10. 4 lay doen my life 
* 7 not for himſelf; but by Chriſt ha- 
Fiog his life in this world, they mean not his ha? 


gh ing thenatural life of his bumane vatore;but 4 & 
e Purity & holineſs which they call the firſt Image 
- ich Adam had, but hated it nor but fell in love 

et ith, and ſo fell; but they think \Chrift Weg . 
Wiſer courſe , and hateth it comparatively, BY 
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call the higher ſtate, and ſecond Image, in which 
alone is life eternal. 

Concerning the death of Chrift (by which j 
they conceive Chriſt took up this ſecond Image 
of incorruprible glory, and exchanged che fir 
Image forfit, (which the firſt Adam would not 
do) they thus deliver themielves. 

Chriſt chang: d into an offering for fin, th 
which was the occaſion of (in, ſacrificing himſelf, 
even his natural will and deſire into an abſolute 
ſubjeRion to the will of the Son of God, whole 
will was to take him out of the Image of God 

which he received as he was made of a womar 
made under the Law, and tranſlate him inte 
himſclf without fin, or contradicting the end 
bur rather fully anſwering i ir, for which the fir 
Image was given and ſet up in our natures 
And herein doch the death ofChriſt conſiſt, as b 
ſoul was made an offcring for fin, or as tl 
work of the Croſs was wrought our, in, ar 
upon his natural Spirit. 

Anſwer, I. If that was the offeting for fig 
which was the occaſion of fin, then Chriſt wij ci 
the occaſion offin ; for Chriſt was the cferir 
for (in, Heb.g. 14. this is a great miſtake 
2. The occaſion of the fin of our firſt Parent 

was the Devils deceiving them. Gen. 3. 1; 
and ſurely nobody will ſay that was turned: in 
to an offering for (in. | 


_ 3- Chriſt was the Son of the living God, 8 
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therefore why do they tay Chriſt ſacrificed him- 
ſelf, even his natural will into an abſolute ſab- 
jection to the will of the Son of God, as if Chriſt 
were one perſon, and the ſon of God another, 
and the will of Chriſt was ſub jected to the 
will of the Son of God. 

4. This deſcription of Chriſts death muſt be 
well minded and compared with the Scriprures: 
{the death of Chriſt by which we- are delivered 
tel from wrath to come, was Chriſts ſuffering (in 
che body prepared him by the father) the 
puniſhment of our {ins called in Scripture the 
bearing of our fins in his own body upon the 
tree, 1 Pet. 2.14, being made a curſe for us, 
2 Cor. F. lt. his being delivered for our offen- 
ii ces, Rom. 4. Alt. his being wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, 1/4. 53. his once (i. e. upon the 
 cro{s)ſuffering for our ſins, the jnſt for the unjuſt, 
1 Pet. 3.18, Thus is the deach and ſuffering of 
Chriſt for to bring many ſons to gloty, ſet forth 
inthe Scripture : but they ſay, hercin doch the 
death of Chriſt cenſilt, viz. In Chriſts ſacrifi- 
cing himſelf, even his natural will and defice in- 
to a ſubjection to the will of the Son of God, 
whoſe will was, ſay they, co take him ont of the 
Image of God, wherein he was made, us he was 
made ofa womar, made under the Law, to 
j cranſlate him into himſelf; now let their de- 
ſcription of Chriſts death, and that which we 

have from the Scriptures before named, be com- 
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pared together, and a wide difference will | 
found : what they ſay of the Son of God 
trapſlating Chriſt into himſelf , is vain 
for, 1. Chriſt and theSon of God, are all one 
that is as if they bad ſaid that Chriſt tranſlate 
himſelf into himſelf. 2. If they would have 
by Chriſt underſtand the humane nature « 
Chriſt, and by the Son of God underſtand tl 
Godhead, which will be an unuſual ſenſe of tt 
words; for Peter ſaith Thou art Chriſt, the Sc 
of the living God, making Chriſt and the Sc 
of God all one; but I fay, if they would be ſ 
underftood, then 1 anſwer, 1. That the human 
natute of Chriſt was never cranſlaced into che 
Godhead, ſo as to make a confulton of. rhe n 
tures in Chriſt , the kumare nature of Chrilt i 
not changed inco the Godhesd, nor the God 


head of Chriſt changed uto the humane nature 


ſo that if this be their ſenſe u hen they ſay Chri 
was tranſlated into che Son ot God, they art 
miſtaken. «+ | 
2. If by traoſliting into the Godhead, they 
mean only the union with the god- head then! 
anſwet, that it was not the effect ot any eff. ct o 
Chriſts death to contract an union between his 
numane & divine nature. For this union was co 
traced beſotehis death; Chtiſt was God manifeſt 
in the fi:(h; from that time that the ſecond per: 
lion did aſſume our nature, and manifeſt himſel 
ij fleſh, was there an uni on indiſſoluble bets 
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the humane and divine nature; which way. ſo- 
ever therefore they will be underſtood in this 
ching, they are greatly miſtaken, and their de- 
ſcription of Chriſts death very unſound, 

Again they ſay that ſo great was the reluct- 
ancy and refiſtance of Chriſts natural will to 
drink of this cup( which was as we heard before, 
his ſubjecting himſelf to the will of the Son of 
God) that he cryed our, My God, my God, 
why thow haſt forſaken me? as if, ſay they, he 
had ſaid, why haſt thou taken me out of the 
beauty and glory of the firſt Image, under which 
ne) I was made, as I was made of a woman made 
hg under che Law, which was my life: whereunto 
do | know whereunto I may now be expoſed? 
i or whither or no hereby my ſoul may not ſee + 
d corruption, eſpecially being not yet cloathed 
re opon with the conſolstion and fruition of the 
il} very Image it ſelf, though as a joy afar of it be 
ir ſet before me co ſupport me ? | 

Anſwer. 1. The Lord Chriſtwas always fub- 
ei mitted to the will of the father, and when he 
was to dye, was not tronbled as unwilkng to do 
off the fathers will, but his ſoul was troubled and 
ni exceeding ſorrowful even unto death, to con- 
nf fider what a bitter cup be was to drink of, even 
ell co have all the ſins of che El ct laid upon him, to 
be wounded for their tranſgreſſions, and to pay 
elf a long reckoning for them, which he never took; 
el this made Chriſt cry out, now 4s my ſoul ſor 

D Da kor 
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rowful (not to lay down the firſt Image for the 
ſecond, as they ſay ) yet in all this is Chriſt ſo 
far from having a reluRancy againſt the Fathers 
will, that he faith, Father, not my will, but thy 
will be done, as if he had ſad, Bleſſed Father, 
though it be ſuch. a bitter cup to drink of to ſave 
the children which thou haſt given me, ro ſuffer 
for whoſe (ins ſuch grievous things my will as 
man might be averſe co withour fin, if it were 
dot thy will; yer becauſe it is thy will, thy will 
be done. See Heb. 10. 7. Joh. 4. 34. Iſa. 50. 
from ver. . to ver. 10. ohr 14. 3 1. P/al. 40 
7» 8. I delight to do thy will O my God, thy Law 
& Within my beart ; the death of Chriſt would 
not have been a ſweet ſmelling ſacrifice unto 
God, if he had not freely ſubmitted to the Fa- 
thers will therein who was pleaſed ro bruiſe him 
and pur him to grief, when he made his ſoul an 
offering for (in, to (hew his great indignation 
againſt (i0,2.Let us take us a view of their expe- 
ſition of thoſe words, My God, my God, Why 
haſt thou forſaken me? Truly they arc ha:dly 
put to it, to withſtand the tra meaning c| char 
Scripture, which is chis, that there was a com- 
mut ation of petſons in Chriſt undertaking, the 
Juſt ſuffering for the unjuſt ; Ch.iſt the Son of 
the bleſſed hath our iniquities laid upon him, 
' and ſo though be had never offended, yet is 
made a cutſe for us, and beareth the puniſhment; 
ol our ſins, which was ſo great, that he cryech 
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out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me? but they lay, it is as it he had ſaid, why 
haſt thou taken me out of the glory and beauty 
of the firſt Image ? by the fuſt Image, they 
mean the puricy and holineſs that was in Chriſt, 
like that in «Adam in-Innocency ; now I ſay, 
that the Father never took Chrilt out of the 
beauty of tha: holineſs and purity that was in* 
his nature; che beauty and glory of that purity 
which they call the firſt Image, did ſhine br ghely 
iu the ſuffering of out dear Saviour; was he nor 
led like a Lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a Sheep 
before the Shearers is dumb, ſo he opened not 
his mouth? he prays for his encmies, Father, 
forgive them, they know not What they ao; though 
the body and foul of Chriſts humane naturewere 
ſeparated by death for our fins, yet his purity 
and holineſs dyed not. Again when they bring in 
Chriſt ſaying, whether or no hereby my foul 
may not ſee corruption : A ſtrange Expoſition l 
Chriſt the ceſurretion and the lte, that had faid - 
Jong before, Deſtroy this temple, ſpeaking of 
his body, znd wichin three days I will build it 
vp; doth ke now queition whecher or no his 
ſoul may. not ſce corruption ? It grieves my 
ſoul to ſee rhe Com plexion of our Gear Saviour 
in his iuficrings char ſet forth; when they lay 


{ thac Cheiſt was not yet cloathed upon with 


the fruition of the very Image it ſcli, but that 
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him; what do they mean by the very Image it 
ſelf> ſurely they mean the Godhead ; for- they 
make Chriſt to be the Image of God in original 
and ſubſtance before the world was ; and they 
make him in the fleſh the Image of God in (had- 
dow and figure as Adam was, and by his death 
both theſe images united together; but this is to 
be re jected, becauſe as we proved before, Chriſt 
was God and Man in one perſon from that 
time that the word was made fleſh; and that the 
humane nature cf Chrift had a fruition of the di- 
vine nature before his death, I chink there is no 
queſtion;whether it was in as full a degree as af- 
ter his death, I will nor diſpute : thus you ſee 
what they make the death of Chriſt to be, and 
what was that which was fo gricyousto him up- 
on the Cro{.. | 

They fay further that our Manhood in Chriſt 
being made petſect through death, is the Head 
and Author of eternal life to the whole ſeed, 
even to all them that obey him, and follow his 
ſteps in the ſame way of artaining thereof by 
conformity to him in his death. 

Anſw, That Chr iſt is the Author of eternal 
Salvation to all them char obey him, is very true; 
but whereas chey ſay, that theſe muſt follow his 
ſteps in the ſame way of attaining thereof, this 
is a great miſtake; Its as if they had ſaid, All 
| thoſe who will ger eternal life, muſt get it the 
| fame way that Chriſt got it, that they doing as' 


they chink Chir iſt accained ercraal life, that we ] 
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he did (hill have eternal life as he bad but 
we know that the gift of God © eternal life, 
through peſus Chriſt our Lord. Rom. 6. ult. 
And we do not earn it by our performances; 
they deny char we zie etetnally ſaved by Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs made outs by Imputstion; and 
when then we lay, they hold Jultific- 
tion by works, they have chis anſwer always 
ready at hand, that nothing that a man inthe 
ſeoond Image, or Chriſt in the Spirit doth, can 
be called works ; that though they be ] uſtified 
by conformity to Chriſts death, yet they are not 
Juſtified by works; bur to ſhew how falſe this 
Doctrine is, that we attain eternal life the ſame 
way that Jeſus Chriſt attained ir, let us conſider 
1. That Chriſt attained erernal life without 
pardoning mercy, for he had no (in to pardon; 
but ſo do not we. 

2, Chriſt atcained eternal life without the 
righteouſneſs of another imputed to him to 
be petfect thtough his comlineſs ; but ſo do not 
we, 

3. The humane nature of Chriſt attained 
eternal life by its own merits, beivg holy and 
wicheun ſin, as ſome would have it, or by vertne 
of its perſona! and cfiential union with the 
Godhead. as others; but we attain eternal life 
neither wy ; 1 liſt not where I might abound, 
to (hew ch diiparity. Bur let us Conſider ho 
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may ſee whether it be poſſible for us to follow 
his ſteps in the ſame way of attaining thereof? 
they ſay Chriſt attained eternal life by offering 
up pure niture, the firſt Im ige zu) 1. we have 
not pure nature and exact righceouineſs accord- 
ing to the Law, as Jeſus Chriſt had; and how can 
we offer up that which we have not ? we think 
that men muſt renounce and diſclaime all their 
own Righteouſneſs, to be found in Chtiſts j ni 
Righteouſneſs, the Righteouſneſs imputed with- I be 
out works; but this is not their meaning; for 0! 
this righteouſneſs that we renounce and diſclaim I he 
in point of j uſtification, is not pure nature e. 
not perfet Righteouſneſs as Chriſts was; but < 
imperfet, and ſo imperfeR, that in our belt 
duties and performances, it God ſhould be ex- 
tream to mark what we do amiſs, they would 
make more againſt us then for ns; therefore 
when we have done all, ſay, we are unprofitable 
Servants (not pure nature) but our happineſs 
| is that we are accepted in the beloved- 
. What ſtrange doctrine would this be to a 

poor ſinner that cryeth out, what ſhall I do to 

de ſavedꝰ This doctrine will tell him that he mult 
attain eternal life the ſame way that Jeſus Chriſt 
attained it; the poor ſoul faith, how is that ? 

| why, he attained it by offering up pure nature 

fort the higher ſtate; O alas faith the poor ſoul, 
i have no pure nature to offer up; the Spirit hath 
io convinced me of fin, that I ſee my {elf to be 
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the greateſt of ſinners; O there is no hopes for 
dme; but bleſſed be the Lord, the doctt ine of the 
z{ Goipel ſpeaks in another manner to the weary 
e land beavy-laden ſoul; Come unto me, faith 
-IChriſt, and ye ſpall find reſt for your ſouls ; Mat. 
u 11. 28. Take of the water of life freely ; buy wine 
kJ and milk without money and without price. 

rj} They ſay a man may have union and commu- 
nion with Chriſt, be ſincere, and have à new 
= | heart, all by partaking of Chriſt in thefleſhor 
or fi-{t Image, according to Adams ſtate; and if 
he live and die in this ſtate, yet he cannot have 
eternal life; for this fay they, is but the firſt 
Adam tenewed. 

Anſw. What darkning is here of the way 
of Salvation? no man — * truly and really in 
Chrift, but he ſhall be ſaved ; Rom. 8. 1. There 
# therefore no condemnation to them Who are it 
Chriſt Ie. A new heart is a peculiar 
priviledge of the Covenant of grace, f Tek. 
36. 26. O let thoſe poor ſou's, that have been 
puzled wich this doctrine (tor whole fakes 2 
thus write) keep cloſe to the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel:never more need of ſuch counſel then in 
theſe times;do not try your eliaces by theſe falſe 
rules, but by che infallible ſpiric and word of 
God, He that believeth on the Son, hath ever 
laſting life, Pob. 3. ut. let them ſay what they 
1: Will; and chetefotre let us examine our ſelves 
21 whether we be in th faith or no; and if we can 
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' truly ſay that we having ſeen our ſelves to be 
loſt, and in danzer of the vengeance of eternal 
fire for our (ins, have by the mighty workiag|ſtat 
of the Spirit in our hearts diſclaimed all the} 3: 
hopes that before we had in our own worthy 
nels and righteouſnt ſo, and have fled for refuge Ch 
to Chriſt, accepting of him to be the Lord out 
Righteouſneſs ; | ſay if it be thus with thee, thy 
eſtate is good; let men and devils ſay what 
they can againſt ir, be pot ſhaken in mind, be 
not removed from the hope of the Goſpel, {bw 
which is an anchor for our ſouls both ſure and vt 
ſtedfalt ; for « bat they ſay of Adam renewed, 
and that our presching is but to bring men into 
Adams ſtate; to that I anſwer, I. We know no 
man in this world that is as Adam was in in» 
nocer cy without (in. 2 fin 
2. Adams life was bound up in his own obe- 
dience, do this and live: was righteous before | by 
his falþ not with Chriſts righreouſneſs,buc with |} 4 
his own ; but on the contrary we conſtantly Il. 
preach and affirm, that by the works of the Law Ie 
ſhal no fleſh living be juſtified and exhort & be- 
ſeech men to come to Chriſt that they may have 
life, and that diſclaiming cheir own righceoaſ- } | 
neſs in point of Juſtification, that they would 
ſeek that Righteouſneſs of God which is unto 
all, and upon all them that believe, which com- 4} * 
eth freely by grace through the redemption . 
which is in Jefas Chriſt, Now why do they ſay  ® 
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Ichat the ſincete profeſfors of religion amongſt 
thus, look but for Adam renewed to get into his 
Iſtate again ? 
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3. We exhort men to believe in him that juſti- 
eth the ungodly, to waſh in that fountain of 
Chriſts blood to cleanſe them from ſm and from 
uncleaneſs ; thus did not Adam before his fall; 
neither could he having no ſin to pardon, need 
Chrifts blood to cleanſe him from ſin. 

4. To praiſe and magnifie the Lord while we 
have any beeing, yea for ever and ever, that 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God , by the death of his Son, and that 
when we lay in our blood, he ſaid to us, live; 
but this Adam did not in Innocency,neither was 
it ſutable to that ſtate but to our loſt condition 
fince the fall. 

J. Adam was made holy by creation, and not 
by faith in Chriſt as we are now, Acts. 15.9. 
ARs 26. 18. 1 Joh. 3. 3. The grace of God which 
bringeth Salvation (to poor undone ſianers) 
teacheth us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly Infts, 
aud to live righteouſly, Tit. 2. 11. 

6. Adam in innocency was not holy upon 
the account of Gods love in pardoning ſin, 


in thankfulneſs for free Juſtification by Chriſts 
{blood z but the believer in Chriſt findeth the 
4 love of Chriſt conſtraining him, and finds a 
lirong engagement and obligation upon bis 
3 heart to refrain ſin and perform duty out 
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love to him that dyed for him, and roſe agait 
in thankfulneſs to God that hath pardone 
Juſtified an accepted him in the beloved; mar 
things more we might ſay, wherein we diſtin 
guiſh between the firſt Adams ſtate, and the b 
lever in Chriſt. The Stationer having ſold th 
firſt Edition of this book, and printing it agait 
I have added this to this chapter of .Conform 
ty co Chriſts death; I have not writ it for car 
tention ſake, but according to my poor abilit 
| to plead (or the truth and ſimplicity ofthe Go 
ſpel ſo much(as I conceive)obſcuted and perve 
ted by theſe opinions, which I have examined. 1 
hard to write any thing in this kind without pe 
ſonal reflexions ; Bui I hope I have freed my ſe 
-fromthar blame, in what I have wrote, havit 
not dealt with perſons, but docttines; If 
bet eafter cal any to bear a futher and ſuller w 
neſs(in this way againſt theſe and many other 0 
their opinions, The infallible Spirit of th 
Comforter lead into all truths, enable to con 
| vincethe gainſayets, and to ſpeak and write tl 
„ *ruth in love, Amen. 
rere 
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4 What conſiderations may work upon 
C _— to cauſe them to walk 
humbly with God, and keep them 
from ſpiritual pride. 


« LE. poor Saint conſider that God mighe 
bave glorified himſelf in his deſtruction, 
and never have called him into the fellowſhip 
of his ſon Jeſus Chriſt- rt 7 | 
&> -2. Remember, that though now you walk -_ 
nf with God, and live godly in Chriſt. Jeſas, yer 
aq ye were ſometimes fooliſh; difobedicne, ſenſing -2 
i divers lufts , walkt in the vanity of-your minides, 
and had your converſations according to the 
Neourſe of this world, Tit. 3. 3-Eph. 2.2, - . 
3. Conſider, who maketh us to differ, and that 
we have nothing but what we have received; 
and if we have received it, why are we paf- 
fed up as if we had not received it? e ; 
-Fnothing bur free-grace hath made a differente 
between us and the prophaneſt creatures in 
eue world, we have no comfort, nor faith, nor 
knowledge but what we have receiver. 
11 Conſider what unprofitable ſervants W 
en to Chriſt ſince: converſion, of ut 
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little uſe we have been for God in the world, 
and how barren and unfriutful we have been in 
the knowledge of Jeſus; well may ſuch walk 
| humbly with God. . 

5. Confider that God is not beholding to us 
for. any thing we do for him; for its in his 
ſtrength we do it, and without him we can do 
nothing. | 
5. To keepus from ſpititual pride, let os con- 

ſider and think often of the great fins we have 

fallen into finces converſion; and then we (hall, 
ſ:e cauſe enough to lie low before our Gd. 
7. Continually remember how diſplealing, 
ſpiritual pride is to God; pride is choughe ti 
be the condemnation of the Angels that kep! 
not their firſt eſtate, who are now ſo miſerss 
ble, being reſerved in chains of darkneſs to 
the blackneſs of the great day; the Lord, asit 
is written, looketh upon the proud afat off, he 
will not come neer them to have intimacy and 
communion with them. 
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Cnay, VII. 


How a Chriſtian ſhould carry him- 
ſelf. in cirvil affairs, in man na- 


ging the affairs of this life 


Very Chriftian hath to do more e leſs in 
ivil affairs; as working, buying, ſelling;how © 
then ſhould he carry himſelf in ſuch affairs > | 
1. A Chriftian muſt in all have his converſa- 
tion without covetouſneſs, and be content with 
che things that tie hath. Heb. 13.5. 1 
2. A Chriſtian muſt mannage his affairs ß 
of this life without a diſtracting care; 28 not to 
bave a diſtracting care what he ſhould eat, whae. _ 
be ſhould drink, what will be the iſſae of ſuch 
a buſineſs. 3 
3. A Chriſtian is to have a care that no 
worldly employment hiader him from walking 
with God, and having communion with God; - ©: 
its a ſad thing when a Chriſtian ſhall fir down, - * 
ind have cauſe to ſay, O how Iam cumbted - 
bout many things II have ſuch a croud of ont= 
$ ward buſineſs that I do not walk with my God 
4 as I was wont, I do not enjoy ſo much communi- 
on with my God as I was wont, 
14 *4- In. all thy e e of ſin; O Ren 
R 2 | m. 


2 CY 
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; all the pollutions of the world, pride, ops 
28 deceit. 

5. If that through the bleſſing of God upon; 
thy lawful care and. pains about the things 
this life, thy riches increaſe, have a care 0 ſet”. 
ting thy heait upon them, 

6. Often remember that the Lord faith, « 
Give me thy heart, that none of che things be. 
low ma have our hearts and affeRions, but the 
1 Lord | 

7 In all thy ways acknowledge Got, and 
he ſhall direct thy ſteps, Prov. 3. 6. In all thy 
| ways of buying and ſellivg, trading, eye God 

in all. 
8. Cet thy heart be heavenly in thy civil 
affairs. Art thou a husband- man, and goeſt 
forth to ſow? think upon the word; and 
upon the divers grounds; and examine whe- 
ther thy ſoul be like the good ground in the 
parable : ? Is there a ſtorm when thou art ſow- ; 
jog that bringeth tears from rhine eys? think of 
that in P/al. 126, w/t. he that goeth forth and 
wer pech, bearing precious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs 
come again with rejoycing, bringing his ſheaves 
wich him. Are thy catrel unculy ? Think of 

thy ſelf, who { as ler. 31. 18.) like 3 

aſt been as a Bullock unaccuſtomed to the you 

bat as a Bullock unaccuſtomed tothe yoak it 

unruly, and rings about, and would'fain get o 
2 2 a ve ne fuſt b cps ,when;:we ag 
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unaccuſtomed to the yoak of Chriſt ; but when 
we come to be accuſtomed to the yoak of Chriſt, 
we finde it eaſie, Matth. 11.u/t, Thus a Plow- 
man, and the-pooreſt labourer, if he have a 
heavenly gracious ſpirit, may have ſweet com- 
munion with God, and have his heart inditing 
ſome good matter in the midſt of his labour 
' | and work. 
9. Uſe the world as if yeu uſed it not; let 
Y them that have wives, be as if they had none; 
let them that buy, do it as if they bought not; 
| ſell as if you ſold not; uſing the world as ſtran- 
gers and pilgrims , tor our nect ſſities in this 
| world, but not abuſing it to exceſs, covetouſneſs, 
| 20d drawing our fouls from Chriſt. 


| ord | 1 ; 
| Cuae. VIII. 

If when we ade going fo prayer x the | 
. Lord bringeth ſome ſpecial ſin thut 
ve hade committed to mind; what 
4 foul may ga ther from it? 
1 ; 


1,” He ſoul may gather this from it, that'ir 
1 «doch not lie. low enough before God, 
that the Lord would have the foul more ſerſible 
Jedi own vildneſs and gnworthyneſs. - 12 
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2. The ſoul may gather this from it, that the 
Lord would have the ſoul pray with much bro- 
kennels of heart at that time; the Lord calleth 


thee eſpecially at ſucha time to abhor thy ſelf 
in duſt and aſhes. 


{ 3-It ſhould make us prize the Lord Jeſus more, 
and ſee our great advantage by him, that not- 

withſtanding we are ſuch great finners, that yer | © 
| we may have acceſs, and draw nigh God with an 
| holy boldneſs, through the faich of him, that 
| the foul may ſay, O how am I beholding to 
| Chriſt, in chat I that have committed this and 
| that Ga ,which might make me for ever be afraid 

to drawn igh to God with any hope of obtain- 
ing any thing at his hands, that yet now through 
his beloved fon, in whom he is well pleaſed, 
I can at this time ſeek his face, and pray to him 
with a holy baldneſs and confidence! 

4. It ſhould put us upon ſearch and enquiry, 
as ſeeing we have committed fuch and ſuch 
ſins, how we came to have peace of Conſcience; 
and whether length of time took away our 
trouble of Conſcience for them, or we had 
5 ſpoken to our ſouls by the blood of 
eſus. | 
J. It ſhould put the ſoul upon this, chat ſee- 
ing it bath fallen into ſuchand ſuch fins, as the? Y 
Lord at that time brought to . 205 ne 
py = — 7 in * dut 
perform, be ch the Lord to man 


eſt unto h 
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the pardon of all thoſe fins by the blood of Je- 
ſus, and ſhould intreat the Lord for ever to 
keep him from falling into thoſe fins, defiring 
the Lord to hold up our goings in his pachs, 
that our footſteps ſup not into ſuch ways again 
Lord, my heart is inclining, and I have many 
temptations to thoſe (ins thou haſt now broughe 
to mind, that T have fallen into; Lord, keep 
me out of the ſnares of the devil, and order 
my converſation aright , according to thy 
Word. 


n 
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Cue. IX, 


What the frame ofa Chriſtans hi 4 
rit ſhould be under outward loſſes 
and croſſes. 


ww» a {4 mw amekyWw rn. OQt 


I. E muſt have 'a care of murmuriag and 
epining at any of Gods dealings, but 

lay, Lord , though 1 have not in chis world 

whereon to lay my head, yet let me N 

lake of thy countenance, and I have enongh- 

Get Jobs Spirit, who when he had »d' furh 

| rt outward loſſes and croſſes, ſaid The Lord * 
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36 Divers Caſes of {onſcienct Reſolved. 
away nothing but what he hath firſt given. 

3. The more outward loſſes we have, the 
more it ſhould put us upon chooſing the better 
art, which we can never lo'e, which can never 
taken from us, as Chriſt told Mary, ſhe had 
choſen che better part, which ſhould never be 
taken away from her; as for the things of this 
world, as honour, riches, friends, children, the 
Lord giveth them, and often times taketh them 
away again, as he dealt with 7ob; bur if the 
Lord give thee the bettet part, Jeſus Chriſt, that 
ſhall never be taken away ; never ſhall poor ſoul 
have cauſe to ſay , Lord, thou haſt given me Je- 
ſus Chriſt , and thou haſt taken him away 
Again. 
4. When outward loſſes and croſſes come 

upon us, we, as Solomon ſaith, In the day of ad. 
verſity ſponld. conſider ; Conſider whether thy 
affections have nor formerly run out too much 
after thoſe things thou haſt loſt when thou hadſt 
them , and whether thy love was not too much 
fer upon thoſe things thou art croſt in; and in- 
deed irs the mercy of God to croſs us in thoſe 
things that our affections run our ſo much after, 


light onely. 


J. Do not think God loveth thee not, be- 
- cauſe of thy loſſes and croſſes; for we . 


* — 


| . know love ar hatred by the things that ard 
Tra, 3 und conſider thac the Lord chan 


AS 
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| har he may be the object of our love and de- 
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every ſon whom he receiveth, Heb. 12.5, 1 2. and 
ſome have queſtioned their ſonſhip for want of 
afflictions, and ſuch loſſes and croſſes as others 
have met withal; but ſuch may conſider, 
I, That its a greater affliction then any ont» 
ward loſs or croſs, to queſtion their ſon- 
;| _ Chip and intereſt in Chriſt ;ſo that thou 
\ arr not without chaſtiſements. * 
|; 2. It may be thou haſt made others afflicti- 
ons thy own, others ſickneſs thy own, 
others poverty thy own, and thus thou 
| maift have had afflictione. 
ä 6. Conſider that God doth not afflict willing. 
y. nor grieve the children of med, but as the 
Apoltie ſaith, 1 Pet. 1. 6. if need be he are in 
| beavineſs ; there is always need when we ate in 
heavine(s ; ſo ler a Chriſtian ſay, there is need 
that I ſhould have theſe loſſes and croſſes, and 
nafflictions, either for the trial of my faith, or 
to wean me more from the world, or to humble 
me, ſome need there is. D 
| 7. A Chriftian (ſhould not deſire to be from 
unc er the croſs and the affliction, till he fee the - 
Lord ſanctifying it to him, and doing af him 
good by it. O this is a bard leſſon to eat be- 
cauſe no affliction for the preſent is joyous, but 
gtievous; yet this ſhould be the frame of a 
Chriſtians ſpirit $ Lord thou halt laid this croſs: 
upon me, brought this loſs upon me; OI go 
not deſue ſo much to be freed from the afflicti- 
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I On, 28 to have thy hand ſanctiſied ro me, to ſee 
tat its good for me that Lam afflicted, 
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CAP. X. 
phat à poor Chriſtian ſhould do 


that is followed with temptations 
from day to day, and Sathan of- 
ten caſis in ain thoughts , and 


|. bufiful thoughts. 


Ome into whoſe hands the Providence of 
God may bring this book, may groan in ſe- 
cret under theſe temptat ions and vain luſtfull 
thoughts, as the greateſt burden their ſouls lie 
under ; therefore let ſuch | 

1. Know, that what ſoever temptations they 
have, and whit loever vain and luſtful thoughts 
Fathaa calts into their minds, if they do not en- 


= 


Rom 
* ** 


4 


certain them and cloſe with them, they are not 
their ſins, but their croſſes ; our Lord Jeſus. 
himſelf, who was without ſin, yet he bad tem- 
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3 by the devil, Matth. 4. ſaith Satan to 
| him, Fall domn and wor ſbip me. O what à black 
ion was this, to worſhip the devil in 
yet the Lord Joins entertained, cloſed: 
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Diver. Caſes of conſcience Reſolved. 59 
with none of theſe temptations , and therefore 
in all theſe temptations ſinned nor. 

2. If at any time thou haſt given way to vain 
and laſtful thoughts, lie down in thy ſhame, and 
let thy ſoul mourn for it,as for that which is ve- 
ry evil in the fight of God, who hateth not on- 
ly the filchineſs of the fleſh , but of the ſpirit ; 
O let theſe things make thee walk more humbly 
with Go. 

3. In ſuch caſes let our ſouls have recourſe to 
our pitiful and merciful High- Prieſt, the Lord 
Jeſus, Heb. 2. 17, 18. who is tonched with the - 
feeling of our infirmities, and being himſelf 
once tempted by the devil, knoweth how to 

pitty and ſuccour them that are tempted ; and 
the Apoſtle ſaith, Heb. 4.15.that in all points he 
was tempted as we are, yet without fin. Obes» 
moan thy ſoul to this thy dear Saviour. s 

4. Pray much againſt vain and luſtful thoughts? 
beſeeching the Lord that he would not fulfer _ 
thee to be tempted above what thou art able, 
but that with the temptation he would make u 
way for thy eſcape out of all the ſnares of the 
devil; defire him to be the guide of thy youth, 

| that black and dark age, or elſe thou wilt finde, 

1 Us Selonon ſaith , as childhood, ſo youth, rd be 

4 full of vanity. | 

. Beware of allowing thy ſelf / in the leaſt} 

1 i thoſe vain thoughts, but in the ſtrength of 

bein refiſtche devil and be will fice from the. 
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60 Divers Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved. 
do not cloſe with them when they are firſt caſt fl 
in, do not give ground to Satan; thou know- Je 
eſt not wha: a little fire kindleth. If David had 4 
not given way tothe ficſt ſtirrings of his luſt to- Lot 
wards B«thſpebah , he had not faln into that 
Gn of A dultery, which coſt him ſo dear. 

6. Shun the occaſions of vain and luſtfull 
thoughts; make a covenant with thy eyes, as Job} 8 
did; be not too confident of thy own ſtrength, I 

David by gazing upon the beauty of Bathſrebab | 

2 Sam. II. 2,3,4. ) fell into thoſe luſtfull ſe, 

thougbts, and then into Adultery.Favorr is de- th 

ceufull, and beauty is vanity ; the greateſt beau- I dt 
ties In the world, when dead a day or two, how I be 
loathſome are they, and ſaith Solomon (Prov. 

6. 25. ) luſt not after her beauty in thine heart, 

O above all keepings, keep thy heart, maintain 

a conſtant jealouſie over thine own heart, leſt out 

of it ſhould (as the Lord j eſus ſaid) proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, ec. | | 

7. Olten conſider that «al! things are naked and | 
open to him with whom we haveto do; ( Heb, 4. 

22,13, ) and that though no mag in the world 

is able co charge us with vain and luſtfull 
thoughts, yet the Lord ſearcheth the hearts, and 

trieth the reins, and knoweth what is man; hell 
and death arc before him;much more the hearts: 
of the children of men; he knoweth all the 

{ windings and turnings of our ſouls. David af. 

ter that the Lord had rid his heart Sat nd 
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Jbſtful thoughts, ſaith he / P/a 139.23.Pſ4.26.2.) 
„each me O God, and know my beart ; try and 
dw my thoughts ; he was not unwilling that the 
Lord ſhould know his thoughts, but ſaith he, if 
chere be any wicked way (that is yet left in 
— ) Lord, (faith he) lead me in the way ever- 

ing. 

8. Gonfider that thoſe vain thoughts hinder 
thee of communion with God: if thou giveſt 
way to vain and luſtful thought, fall not God 
ſearch this out ( Pſal. 44. 21.) who knoweth 
the ſecrets of the heart r and will not he with- 
draw the light of his countenance ? O then 
how will the troubles of thy heart be enlac- 
ed? 


= 
— — — 


Cuavp, XI. 


ye. a. „ h , > ann WY 
«<< — " 4 


| How a Chriſtian ſhould carry hith- 
ſelf, when the Prorvidence of God 
caſteth him among carnal and pro- 

* phane people. 


4 | 


"from ſinning agaioft him; for we are in 
danger when we ars amon amn 
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62 Divers (aſter of Conſcience Reſolved. 
ple, 2s Peter, when he was among thoſe pros 
phane creatures in the high Priefts Hall, denied y 
the Lord Jeſus, Joy 
2. Be careful of thy carriage, that thou 
FTountenance not them in their fins, but let thy 
= carriage bear witneſs againft their ſinfull 
ways. 18 
3. If thou ſayſt any thing among them, let thy 

ſpeech be ſach as may adminifter grace to the 
hearetʒ ind yet thou wilt finde this very difficult; 
for David, that eminent man ſaith, (Pſal. 39.) 
be refrained himſelf, even from good, whilſt the 

wicked Were before him. | 

© 4. Let thycarriage be ſuch among them, 
they may ſee that thom canſt not run into the ſame 
excſcs of riot with them; the fear of the Lord is ſo 
upon thy heart. 

3. Let thy carriage be winning, that thou 

| mayft preſent Religion lovely, and bring them de 
to an eſteem of the wayes and people of 


6. If thou ſeeſt them prophane and ignorant 
bf God, let it put thee upon thankfulneſs to thy 
{ God, who hath delivered thee from the power 
of darknefs, and tranſlated thee into the king- 
dom ofhis dear ſon, and hath taken off thy ſoul 
yy in prophaneſs and enmity againſt 
a 7 


. TFrhey be fall of carnal mirthand jvllky, 
| 7 | | ”. 
; and thou ſceſt chem ſo pleaſant , beware of | 


i j 141 - 


| . 


Divers Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved, 635 
nkering after the Garlick and Onions of E- 
Ie, and thy ſinful pleaſures that thou didſt en - 
150 in thy natural condition, but think with thyy 
elf, all theſe things have I forſaken for Chriſt: 
fake, and I never repent of it, my ſoul hath bet 
ter Joys and delights then theſe. 
18. Ler thy heart be pitiful and 1- 
Jonate towards them, and let thy ſoul defire their 
eood, as Paul when he came among thoſe ig- 
{norant people, and King Agrippa told him, Thou 
amoſt perſwadeſt me to be a Chriftian 
4 faith he, I would that not only almoſt ; but al- 
together thou wert as I am, except theſe bonds; 
Io let thy ſoul deſite, if it be the will of God, 
that they were as thou art, except thy bonds, 
I thy temptations, corruptions, doubtings. | 
9. Let him mourn for their prophaneſs and 
4 wickedneſs, 28 it was with Darm; tears run 
don my eys,faith he, becauſe men keep not thy 
4 law ;and as it was with Tot, his gratious heart 
= _ _ to hear and ſee how ſinful they wers 
in Sodom. 
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Cu Ap. XII. 


| What a Chriſtians frame ſhould hefe E 
under the reproaches of the world 5 
when the world ſpeaketh ervil of us, 


and rails on us. SE 
{ai 
Ave a care Wat the world have not s 
cauſe to ſpeak evil of us, as of evil do- 
ers, that we ſuffer as Saints, and not as ſinners 
3. The mote the men of the world ſpie and et 
i 281 into our wayes, and ſlander and reproachzj=n 
3 more we ſhould pray with David, (P ſal. ! 
3. 8.) chat the Lord would lead us in wayes of 
12 lainneſs, becauſe of our obſervers, as the word 
3. Make good uſe of their reproaches, and Jt 
Zet good by their evil; let their ſlanders and te- ſſo 
{© proaches make us walk the more circumſpectiy, e 
|. mot as fool, but as wiſe, Eph. 5. 15. 
4 Let a Chriſtian in this cafe conſider that 
. 3 Jeſus himſelf was reproached, called" 
fs, y deceiver;and is the Diſciple above his 
MattertIf ( faith he Lord Jeſus)chey have cab 
led the maſter of the houſe Bolcebub, how u 2 
5 2 n! bio 
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Divers Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved, 
der that the Saints all along, though they are 
thoſe of whom the world is not worthy , yet 
Ichey ha ve been counted the off-couring of all 
things. Paul is charged by the world for Here- 
be, as the people of God ot this day are coun- 
ted Herericks,and Schiſmaticks; bur after he way 
Ichat the world calls Here die, worſhip we the God 
of our tathers, 
5. Look beyond the inſttumen:; as when 
Sbimei rajled and curſed David ſo bi:terly , 
Leith he, when they that were wich him would 
Fhave kild him, 2 Sam. 16. he ſaich, let bim as 
Done; he looked at the hand of God in it; and 
E ouch Shimei did reproach in ſo high 3 man- 
Aer, and be a King, and calleth bim bloody man, 
and man of Belial yet eying God in he ſeek- 
ern no revenge; yea though Shimges went ſo far 
sto throw Rones at David (as ſome of Gods 
N reople. as they ha ve gone chrough ſome Towns, bY 
Fave had flones to my knowledge tren 46. 8 
dem) yet David is patieatly carried cotth, and 
-Þ'* {hall we in ſuch cafes, if we look at the = 
f God in all, and know that all theſe ame ol 
1 ſhall work 3 our good. 
u 6. Have a care chou doeſt not neglect ptay- 
Jos for thy enemies, and them chat hate hee, . 
3 evil. of thee for Jeſus ſake; do n 
Evil for evil unto any man, nor ra 2 
ng; but bleſs them that curſe 
ber them that e fully * yolk you * 
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kno not bu: God may give chem tepentance di 
che acknowledgement Oi the trath, 


Sui. KELL: 


What a Chriſtians frame ſhould be pr 
if he be unequally yoaked, as iff 
a believing husband hath an uk 
believing Wife, or a believing 


Wife hath an unbeliecving 


band. Fol: 


- 
4 


His bath been the affliction of many Saia 
as holy ob, that had a wife that we 
4nd Samſon, have him curſe God and die; : 
biw unequaliy a Chriſtian may come to bool _ 
yuaked wag he. qually yoaked, either that ung la 
may be miſtaken, and think they marry in off 
Lord, and ir prove contrary to their expectaliÞ® 
oa; or the Lord may work upon the 0 
band or the Wife after their coming toget he 
therefore to ſuch as come thus to be ugequg 
mon 
45 converſation be e 1 
*. nens Flu — — doth got kno\y but th 


Diverr Caſes of Caffe Reſalued, 6 «4 
ey gain his Wife: and the believing Wife do 
Sor know but ſhe may win her Hausband. ; as the 
oltle- ſaich, that the believing Wives ſhould. 
> ſuch chaſte 2 and be of ſuch 
In ek and t n rits, thet th who are not | 
dy the Wie, x 6 t is, by the preaching TY 
Goſpel, that they may be won by che converſati- 
the Wives; now when the Husband is a 
| drofeſſor, andi is un kinde and hitter to his Wife, 
cdoth harden che Wives heart in the ways of fia, 
i prejudice her againit the ways of Od; and} 
Ji the wife be a profeſſor , if that ſhe do not 
y her husband in all Iawful things, and if ſhe! 
not of a merk and quiet ꝓatient Spirꝭ  _.. 


kefudice the ways of God, and preſents | 
Julovely to him! | 
2. Pray much for thy Husband, or for thy 
ife, to whom thou art thus unequally yoaked; 
braham prayed for his fon Iſhmael ; O ſaith 
She, that Thnacl might live in thy fight] Now che 
childe-to 


th 


K » 


usband and wife ate neerer Then a. 
Laer, for the Husband and Wife are one fleſh; | 
had O how ſhould they wreſtle with God Q . 
«a Husband, or, O that my Wife might live 
ight. 
Boy 2 5 of the Lord that chou mayſt not be 
de d in ſerving God by thy Husband or 
x, chat are thus unbelieving ; and that thou 
not be A ig "the thriving and 
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23 ot thy ſoul in the ways of God, as ho 
ob would not be drawn by his Wife (Job 3; 9, 
10) to curſe God and die; No faith he; | 
we cecetye good at the hands of the Lord, * 
evil Remember Solomon iito what great ſins he ft E 
reaſon of his unbelie vmg wives. 

4. Admire che Eree- grace of God, which al one 
maketh you to differ, that of two that le in a bedJ/ ( 
the one ſhould be ta ken, and the other left. 13 

5. Wait upon God to ſee that promiſe mad: \ 
good to chee, chat all things (hall work togethal 

| Be good to them that love God, who are the call u 
led ac rding to his promi ſe, and that thou mayeſſ on 
ſee Se thee good by this ſad Provident de 
whic athouldfi account be greateſt out wan 
affliction that can betall thee. | 
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-"Cuar, XIV. 


d How 4 Chriſtians thonght s ſhould be 
exerciſed about death, and his putting 
a} off this Tabernacle. 


E ſhall finde ig the Seriptures that the 
SUVs thoughts were much exerciſed 
upon. death; and theſe things ſhould be up- 
o a Saints ſpirit in his * upon 
x death. ande 
1. He ſhould pray with Da, Told la 2 
| would teach him ſo to number his days, that he 
may apply his heart unto wiſdom ; that his buſi- 

neſs in this world may be to grow In Grace, and- 
the knowledge of the Lord Teſus Chriſt, 1 
1 2. A Chriftian ſhould often conſider, that * 
ere he bach no contiauing Cicy, but as Zob laid, 
I know thou wilt bring me nto death, unto the 
Khouſe appointed for all liviag ; let not, a Chri- 
Iſliaa think of long hfe; i: is appointed to all men 
Jence to die, to the Saints as well as © thers; 
_ houſes 'of clay wHl ſoon fall; down, 
3. A Chiiltan ſhould often act faith for 
| | Ki „hen bis ſoul enj joyeth communi= 
with God. a now che Lird. is. ; plea (ed co Aft 
50 iel of ye countenance TS ry | 
E 


fs DWert CA? ir conti xi 
ard now as 1 were to die the ne xt hour, I believe}. 
that T am Juſtipe d fcely by his, Grace, and chat 
I ſhall fleep in n Jet Paul wien he en joye 
© Communion with God and the witaęſs of the Spi 
it, doth act faich fot his d ing Wy ; and ſaith be 
We know chat when ett, earthly Tabern: 


{hall be diſſolved, we ha) houſes not made wit 
hands, eternal in che "Heavens; (2 Cor, 5. 1) u 
and a ſoul that doth thus act faith for his dying} e 
27 death isno ftrange thing to Him; for he c 
fi wich hi Apoſtle, I know whom I have bel 
lieved, I know a whoſe boſorne Thave ſo oft 
lain, whom I haye truſted my etetnal oonditt 


Withal. 7 
J. A Chriſtian ſhould wait all the ae | 
his appointed cime until his change fhall com, 
Na 24. 14.) that ſo when death ſhall come 
ky ſay, welcom Death, I have waited n 

years for thee, thou art welcomit ts me, by: 
41 meſſenger ſent from my father to fete 
tue home, to bring me unto my Saviours bp 
ſome. : 
5. A Chriſtian ſhould not defire to live a 
Hour in this world (to enjoy any pleaſures a 
contentments here below) dager then he . . 
ſerved his God and his generation, according” 
"to his will, but ſhauld ty, my work be de 
for which the Locd ſent. me into the ** 
| chat 1 Were Aiſſolyed to be with Chat, 


Disvers ¶ uſes of (onſcience Reſolved, t 
6, Let a Chriſtian often conſider what great 
bn n it will be to him to die; now he knoweth 
in part; then he ſhall know as he is known, 
and ſee God face to face „C. 12. 13.) now 
he laboureth under weakneſſes and corrn ptions; 
of then he (ſhall never ſin more. O long for Hea- 
ven, that we maY have better hearts; then we 
may ſay to ſin, whether I go thou canſt not 
come; now many a time he wants communion 
> in God, and hath but little joy in the Spirit; 
nden he ſhall have fulneſs of joy and pleaſures 
r evermorez thus a Chriſtians thoughts ſhould, 
De exerciſed about death. 


e 


— 


Cuis; XY; 


mr.. 


* 


Ho ( briſtians ſhould carry them- 
ſel ves towards their Brethren, 
when their Brethren are orver- 
\ K taken with a fault, and fall into 


- ſome fin. 


1. FL the Apoſtle faith, If any be overta⸗ 

4 N a fault, ye that are ſpiritual 
Fs Tre ſuch. a one with the ſpirit of meekneſs, 
8. 10 conſidering BY Lie leſt thou allo 
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he tempred ; Doſt thou ſee thy tellow Chriſti. 
an fall into fin ? Conſider thy ſelf, leſt chou alto 
it thou be tempted as he was, it that the Lord 
do not keep thee, fall as well as he, 

2, As Chriſts rule directs che, go and tell him 
between him and thee ; do not ſpeak of it to on | © 
thers, until thou haſt told him ot his miſcarria» f 
ges between him and thee ; but afcerwards if he } 4 
will not hear thee, then take two or theee Chri- © 


ſtians; and if he will not hear them, go tell the} 2 
Church. | 

3. Thou ſhak not hate thy brother in t *c 
heart, nor ſuffer ſin upon him; it thou ſuffereſt . . 


ſin upon thy brother, and d ſt not teprove bim 
for it, thou hateſt him in thy heart. O that Chris 
ſtians may be faichful one to another. 

4. Pray for them, that the Lord would heal 


meir back-ſlidings, take away all their 1niqu/- 


Hes, and recover them ou: of the ſnares of the 
devil. 

: 5. Speak not t of their miſcirrlages berore the 
men of che world, who would be glad ot any oc- 
Caſion to {peak onil of thoſe that walk in the paths 
of Sion. 

6, Do nat cenſure chem, and think them not 
to be Saints, becayſe of ſome faihngs, but re- 
member how thoſe eminent Saints of God“ 
bad their failings + Lot committed Inceſt, Das 
vid, Adulcery "and Mutther; Peter, deny ed 
W foe Lord Jeſus; Wem What che 1 


od 


. 
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faith, In many things we offend all; nor onely in 
ſome few things, but in many things; every one 
ſtandeth or falleth to his own Matter ; who art 
thou that Judgeſt thy Brother? 

Take occaſion from the miſcarriages of 
other Chriſtians, ro be more watchful over thy 
ſelf; it may be r that ha h miſcarned: 
4s of greater Gifts, Experiences, and Graces then 
thy ſelf ; O then, how hadlt thou need to watch 
and pray; it a David commit Adultery, If a Pe- 
ter deny Chriſt, &c, what cauſe have I, the leaſt 
of all Saints, to be watchful, and to wreftle with 
God, to keep me from ſinning againſt him } 
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Cu Ap. XVI. 


Whether a ( briſtian ought to keep 
the firſt day of the week hoh 
unto the Lord as a Goſpel 545 
bath. 


V Ithin theſe few years many Profeſſors h 


have taken much liberty as to the 
breaking of the Goſpel- Sabbath; now ſuch 


will ſay, Is not every day a Sabbath to a Be- 


hever ? 

Auw. 1. As for reſting from ſin, every 
day ſhould be a Sabbath to a Believer, and he 
ſhoutd ceaſe from his own work, as God did 
from his, and we ſhould all labour to enter into 
that Reſt, Heb. 4 10, 11. 

2. A 'Goſpel- Sabbath doth imply a Ref 
2 22 * ſin, and in God, but alſo a Reſt 
ily labour: and therefore when we 

Ha pen 


Scripture ſaith, We ſhall reſt from our la- 
bours; aud then if every day were in this ſenſe 


a a Sabbath to a Believer,a Believer ſhould never 8 


work. \ 
38. Youſhall obſerve this on ſuch Profe 8 


nd that everlaſting Sabbath in Glory,f 


Os . + 
Faa 5 hoe tas eh. „ > ww we aca... os oo „ tw od 


+ £wc.__ 1 


„% } wo, c cc. 
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that wheh their Sabbath obſervation comech from 
one day to ever , it ſoon cometh from eve 
day was 2 fhail finde chem to be — 
fy terniſs in holy duties every day. 91131674 0 
4. As forthatReft the Saints have ig God, 
| doth the obſerving of the firtt day in the week 

holy to che Lord, doch this I fay hinder, or goth 
it not futther this ſpiritual Reſt, or Communion 
with God ? Lacken 
I wonder not at all to ſee the. prophane ef 
the world make no Conſcience ot ktcpiag de 
| fittt day of the week holy to the Lofde ht 
when Profeſlors do ſo, I much admirgzignd 
though they may think they are more ſpiritual 
then others; yer if they well conſider, it pro- 
ceedeth from che fleſh, and catnality ; for When 
as a Chriſtian riſech early the firtt day of the 
| week, aod ſpends the whole day in the N. 
tion of the chings of God, and in praying, 
hearing, ſpiritual conference, jelf-examilihtion. 
the ſpirit is willing to all this, but the fleſhis un- 
willing, and cryeth, O what a bondage is it! 
O what a wearineſs is it } And the fleſh would 
faia be ſer at hberry from this keeping of day 
holy, and wholly '\unto the Lord. Let Chriſti- 
ans be as ſpiritual às they can, and worſhip | 
| in ſpirit and in trulh, as much as they can, Mis 
4 is from che Spitit- But to caſt off che obſerya- | 
tion of the day to the Lord, and to ſpeak their | 
ohn words, and take liberty otherways, atheth 
. pf rom 


" Sh =— : 
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from the fleſh and perſwaſion that we have this 
liberty, cometh not of him chat calleth us. 


I ſhall forbear the preſſing of thoſe proofs 
for the obſervation of that * n Chriſts 


rifing from the de ad on that day, and the Apo- 


files and Saints conſtant meeting on that day, 


and obus calling it the Lords-Day, as alſo the 
Circumciſing under the Law on the eighth day, 
which may hold out the Circumciſing the fore- 

kin of the heart on the firſt day of the week, 


. which is the eighth day: 1 ſay. l forbear to preſs 


'theſe things, which have been urged by others, 
which'ſeem to be very weighty. 


CAA XVII. 
phat a ( briſtian ſhould do in time 


of National troubles , wars, and 
YoArsS. e 
* 


. 
— 
| 1 
3 £ 
* — * 


Et him pray for the Nation, that the 


5 our own Vines, ſpeaking well of his Name. 


21. Let a ( briftian be waiting to ſee all chi 
\ ſhakings of the Nations make way for the de, 


fire of all Nations to come (Hag. 2 7.) and 


KAR 


Lord would give us peace, if it be bis 
and that we may fit down quietly under 


i 

* 2 N 
8 

8 
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take to him his great power and teign; there axe 
| ſons and daughters of Ston in this Natiafh thar. 
in all the wars and publick diſtractions oft 
us, have been waiting for that day of Chritts 
reignmhg in Mount $100, and their ſpirits cryed” 
out, oyerturn, overturn', overturn, Kings, Par- 
laments, untill he ſhall come whole night 
it is. ee” 
3. Let not Chriſtians in time of war and Na- 
tional troubles, be afraid of evil dings, but let 
their hearts be fixed, ſtanding ſtill to fe the ſalva- 
tion of God. | ts 
4. Let them make ſure of a hidiag place; get 
the Lord to be your refuge fcom the orm, chat 
he may ſay, as Iſa. 26. ult. Come my people, 
enter into your. C ham ber, and Put the door 4. 
bout you until my indignation be overpaſt ; he 
Name of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower; and in 
time of war , if men know ot a ſtrong Tower, 
they will run to it; and therefore David having 
ſa id, that the Name of the Lord was a Prong 
Tower, faith he, the righteous run to i 
ſafe, Plal, 27. 5. r 
F. The Lord eminently calleth chee' d f 
looſe from the creature; for in a night BY | 
eſtrelatlons may be taken from thee ; all the: 
fate; now if thou haſt Chriſt, thou haſt -. 
$ ſure laid up in Heaven, where neither Moch | 
en corrupt, nor Thieves break through and © | 


9 
Ie | 
—_— g 
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6. Let it be the deſire of thy ſoul in time of 
National troubles, that it may go well with the 
people of God, that the eternal God would be 
their refuge. 

7. Live by Faith, and in conſtant dependance | x 
rz and commit thy ſelf to him; caſt ] ** 

y care upon the Lord, for he careth for thee, 

8. Let outward war put thee upon looking 

re after thy inward peace; Oh I ſee in the | x, 
ons war and deſtruction! O have I peace 

in my own ſoul ! have I peace ſpoken to my I mn 
_ ſoul bythe blood of Jeſus} and if a poor crea- m 
- fare hae the peace of God, which paſſeth all I he 
1 ue oi. ng: dr heart in a ſpiritu- 

” a[cheerful frame in the thidft of all theſe ſtorms | th 
Aid tempeſts inthe world. I ſee what a boiſte- 
©; rousrroubleſome'Sea'this world is;O how do 
- © rejoycethat my name is written in Heaven, that 


better Country. 
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Cu Ap. XVIII. 


How abelierver ought to maurn for 


ſin. 


1. a TEgatively, 1. Not for fear of Hel 
and damnation; The ſmoak of Hell 

| muſt not bring forth tears from his eys; a In 
may mourn for ſin, as that for which he feareth _ * 
be (hall be damned, Id 4 
2. A believer ſhould not.mourn for ſin, as * 

| thinking by his tears and ſorrow to procure tis 
pardon of his ſins ; he mult ſeek that only from 
Ebriſt, in whom we have redemption threaugi 
his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins; The dam 
ned in Hell will weep and ſhed rivers of tears ; 
yet they will not all waſhthem from the ſeaſt 
fin ; the blood of Chrift onely cleanſeth from 
ſin, (I Job. 1.7.) we muft not make a Chriſt of 
our tears, and chink to do that by gur tears, 
vbich the blood of Chriſt onely can do. O hq; 
manyphyſitians of no valu, when ſouls are trau- 
4 bled for ſin, will ftill bid them mourn for theit 
ins, and God will pardon. them, and not -/ 
Þ word of Chriſt ;and then bow is the poor fo 
I inſraredihe taketh the advice chat is given him, 


"3% 


d mgurneth for his fins upon this account. 


— 


——— — — * 


> - - 
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that he is perlwaded it he mourn for them, they 

hall be pardoned; and ſo is (till ignorant &| 

Ogi, and ſeeth not ſin in its right solours, nei. 
ther doth mourn a right for fin, 

II. Poſitively. 1. A behever ſhould mourꝗq 
for fin becauſe its ſo hateful ro cur heavenly fa 
ther;the great hacred that God hath againſt ſin, | 
hee exprelt ic in the death of Chrilt, . 8:30 
for ſin he condemned. fin in the fleſh, that js te 

0 ay, though the dear fon of God undertake fo 
fin, yet 3t was ſo hateful to him, that he doth 
not ſpare his own Son,; but condemnteth fin in 
che fleſh of Chrift, chat Chriſt muſt die and ſuf. 
* fer, and have che face of God hid from hint fot 4 
b ns; now ſalth a believer, is fin ſo bateful to 
my God and father ? and did the Lord Jeſus fuſs! if 
a fer ſo mych for my ſins? O this fin ! O what ad 
evil ſia is 1 Othatever I ſhould do that which1s/ 
ſio hateful, fo pifpleaſing unto my God 1 O how 
Joch it rrouble me! O how doth it orieve me | 
More then the lofs of an onely ſon! 
2. A believers heart ſhould be melted by che | 
gvodagefs of God; the beams of the Son ol 
Hehreoutne (s Mould melt our frozen hearts; the 

| i= of God ſhould lead us t repenrand 6: 


- ©&@ ww Hm LL, ,T7HOhOM TO = re 


4 Ro, 2.) O hath the Lord pluckt me 15 a Firpy X 

nd out of the fire # not ſpared bis own ſoup 
j but delivered him up to death for e ? ©. 4 
I hould'ever offend and difhonour his fat 
eee 9 what an 22 1 e ot 
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to make ſuch ill requitals of his love !T lie down. 
in my (ſhame ; Lord, I abhor my ſelf in daft and 
ſhes, that ever 1 ſhould (in againſt thee; O that 

I hould fin agaioſt thee my father, who haſt. 
loved me with an everlaſtiog love, followed 
me with thy Mercies ! O what a baſe. heare 
have l | 


— 


CuAr. XIX. 


* a foul may know whether this +. 
ſſurance be right or no. 


135 is of great conſequence ; moſt yg, 

even the prophaneſt creatures, believe =o 
ſhall be ſaved ; therefore its of great concerns": 
; nt to know we:her our affurance ber ighe 
or no, which I (ball enquire into by theſe She i 
1 lowiog particulars, which the eee 25 
Chriſtians will enlarge. „ 
1. Then its the Spirit of Chriſt that ſeale 3 
ns to this day of Redemption : the Spirit pe” 
Chriſt witneſſeth with our (pi:its that we are che: 
ns and daughters of gag, [£48 * 15 . 
16.) if our aſſurapcę be ght, a5 the. | 

jch, Afce ye defect, joke ſealed by le 
xo From 6 206 Fance of New. 
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ven is not curtant, if ir hath not che ſpirits ſeal. 

2\ The Spiric of Chriſt when it doth witneſs 
with our ſpitits that we ire ſons of God, doth 
alſo bear witneſs ro the work of God upon 
| onr hearts, that it is a true work, and that the. 4 
| Lord hath been pleaſed to work thoſe things in 
„us which accompany ſalvation; and therefore 
» thoſe that are not born again, and have not the 
good work begun in their hearts, have not 3 
erne aſſutance. 
* 3. If our affurzfice be right, it proceedeth 
got from our own tighteourneſs, nat becauſe 
3 Im to and ſo holy ; therefore I am ſure I (hall 
de ſaved: Bur the Lord hath loved me freely, 
given his ſon for me, and to me; whoſe blood 
ceüleanſeth me from all (in : Lam not made ac- 
|. _-teprable in my felf, I am the greateſt of finners, 
dur am made acceptable in the beloyed. John | 
iich, Be chat believech Hath the wirre fe in lim - 
fell, that ie, che ſpit it of Chriſt charflivelleth in 
the Saft's; but though We have the wicoeſs iu 
Fur felves, yet not from our ſelves ; and there- 
fore it gor aflurance be drawn from our own 

righteap neſs, av choſe that ate of the Law think 
K have a good surance of heaven from the 
een rig teofſneſs, this affurarce is 1 FT 
yt 8 be tute. i wills 


| 
5 


l 
'Y | 
[? 
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mourn for fin; and therefore when the Lord 
hath given in ſoch a good word to 3 ſou! 18 Iam 
thy ſalvation, l have blot ted out as a thick cloud 
thy tranſgre fions,and will remember chy ſins no 
+ more, O ſaith the believing ſoul, Bath the Lord 
4 healed my bach ſldings, been merciful to my 
unrighteouſne s? O what an unworthy wretch 
am I, that cyer I ſhould fin againſt ſuch a 
God 
5. If qur aſſurance be right, it wil) make t 
ſoul have dear love to God and Chriſt. We, ſait 
the Apoſtle , love him, becauſe be. fe loved i; | 
(1 Ieh 5.) the knowledge of the love of 884 f 1 
F 20d Chriſt to us, will work the love of God an 
Cyriſt in us; how can a ſoul bur love God, 
when, he knowetb its his pleaſure to give NS | 
kiqgdom ? 4x. 
. If our n be tight, it will make 
DF che. fqul aGire for Ggd ; when David Hd aff . 
nige of the loyg of © od, faith he, Wharf ** 
I fender to the for all his benefits Mind ©: 


| 3 faich he. Thou baſt del} . ich, if 
mine eyes from tears, and my ect rom Wing; 
there was bis aſſurance of che love 1 5 oc and. 


dz did chis work pan Dapete! 
i: followeth Jam thy le eryant, Jaw thy 
1 ide had ſaid, Lou, now Thu 008 thi 
ol els to — foul, how: es 

5 4 58 ay one uy elt or 
0 ms put whergin I mz 7 
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| thy great Neme, and I am thy ſervant to ſpend 
and be ſpent for thee. 

7. If our aſſurance be tight, the greater de- 
gree we have of it, the more holy; if any think 
they have #flurance of the love of God, and 
{  tharnothiag (hall ſeparate them from the love 
{ of Chrilt ; if they rake heart to (in, from that 
perſwaſion, its a plain ſign their aſſurance of the 
jove of Chriſt is not from the Spirit of Chriſt, 
but rather from the ſpirit that culech in the 
children of diſpbedicuce ; the ſpitit of Chriſt is 
© afpicit of godlineſs, and maketh the ſoul which 
= Jr ſcaleth to the day of Redemption, ſay, I have 
#  afſurarce of the inhericance wich Szintsin light; 
and lots now what have I ro do with the 
& aunfruicfal works of darkneſs ? Hoſe. 14,4,5.faith | 
\ God, I will heal their back-ſlidings, and I Will be 
uu the dew unto them, and laith che Lord, ver. 8. 
Ephraim. ſhall iay, What have I to de any more 
* with 1dols ? ſo faith a ſoul that hath a true aſſu. 

rance of the love of God, and that he hath 
| - healed his back-ſlidings, What have I to do any 
more with Idols ? hat have I to do any more 
wich drunkenneſs, ſwearing, covetouſneſs, ſelf- F 
ſeeking? and 1 Joh. 3. 23. He that hath this 
hope, purificrh himſe If as he ja pute. 
8. If our aſſurance be right, it will make u 
more ſpiritual in our obedience; we do not 


* 


vdo do g od works, thinking to be ſayed by 
eee a;e aflured by the ſpirit, that 


from ſetting his affections on things below ; O 


0 1 I know that all things (hall work e 
my good, and that though the Lord prove me 
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are ſaved freely by grace ; and therefore now 
we do good works becauſe the Lord buch cho- 
ſen us, that we might be holy, and becauſe this 
is the will of God concerning us; we do not 
then do good works to make us ' Ladders to 
Heaven, as thoſe of the LA do. 

9. If our aſſutance be righe, it will dead our 
. to the world, aad to all the imaginations 
here below; when a ſoul hath aſſurance of ſpend- 
ing eternity with God, he is mightily taken off 


ſaith he, I have treaſure laid up in Heaven, 1 
bave in Heaven à more durable ſubſtance then 
any thing in this world; and thetefore I w n- 
der at ſome, who pretend to much ſſurance of 
the love of God, and of ſpending clervcy wih 
God, and yet are ſo earthly, coyerous, felt- 
ing : Of their aſſurance were right, it waald 
make them have their converſation 3 
Heaven, and ſet Itght by the world, faxing. ? 
have aſſurance of a better portion, 8 ; 
* himſelf is my portion. : 
10. II our aſſurance be right, it zur 
to bear afflictions, loſſes, and ctoſſes in * 
world with great eaſe; it maketh the 
3 


nnd try me, yet he will do me gpodia Þ the hats 
3 ay [having afſacance of hi ao» 
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| Though I have not outward riches ? faith ſuch a 
ſoul ; yet | have the 'pearl of great price , the 7 
Lord Jeſus ; what though I have not à houſe of 
my. own in this world ? yer 1 know that when | 
this earthly Tabernacle (hall be diſſolved, I have 
a houſe not made with hands, erernal in'the 
- Heavens (2 Cor. 5, I. and becauſe aſſutance of 
the love of God doth make afflictions and ſuf- 
| fetings ſo eaſie , therefore in time of ſufferings 
| the Lord uſually giveth the Saints this aſſutance, 
{ which maketh a priſon a palace; What Saint 
% ever Was in ptiſon for Chriſt, but Chriſt came to 
Vilic him, and kiſt him with the kifſes'of his 
love? Wl 
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= Concerning doubtings and their re- 
mech. | 
9 10 V7 Hat is the cauſe of the Saints doubt- - 
ins and queſtioning the love of God 
ts cheir ſouls 2 „ 
. Czuſe of doubtings is ighorance of the 
{| Foyetiant, of State, Heb. 8. J will be mercifül Þ 
| - 39 rhcir_uncghreouſoeſs';/ and din David, ale + 
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hath. made an everlaſting Covenant with me» 

_ eſtabliſhed in all thiugs, and ſure , though he 
make it not to grow; a Saints falling into fin 
would not make him think himſelf a damned 
creature, if there were not an ignorance of the 
Covenant of Grace; for might che ſoul ſays al- 

| though my heart be not ſo with God as it ſhoud 
be, though I be not ſo holy as 1 ould be, yet | 
bath he made with me an everlaſtiog Covenant,” 
eſtabliſhed in all things ; ard ſure its of grace, 
faith the Apoſtle, that ic might be ſure to all the 
ſeed. 

2. Cauſe of doubting is our not keeping of 
our eyes upon Chriſt, as its ſaid in the Pro 

they forgat their retting* place; Chriſt is the”. 
Saints reſting place; and needs muſt the Saints 
| be weary, heavy- laden,if they keep not their eye 38 


upon Chriſt ; the negle*ting of the actin a 
faith on the blood of Chriſt after falling into 
ſin, is very dangerous, and is one cauſe of: obt- : 
in 4 

Cauſe of doubting is hearkening hst a- 

than ſaith; Sathan he ſuggeſts, that thou art a 

| damned crestute , forfaken of God; and the 

fore if thou hearkey to whathe ſaith, thou mil 

3 needs fall into doubtings; faith David, Pfal.s3. 
8. I vill hear What the Lord will ſay, for wes" 

54 peace to bis people; and fo will the dert 

Kale to his people ; but if the' inte M 

x whae th devil ach, hewill ell theinthey 


Br 
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are Joſt, and their pottion ſhall be to fit down 
with the damned in hell, 

4. Cauſe of doubtings, is the rot remem- tt 
bring of our former experiences; and therefore |} tt 
David to get out of doubtings, called to re- m 
membrance his ſong in the night ; ſo ſhould a | r: 
Saint ; its now a ſad time with me, my dear 82. e 
.  - viqur bach withdrawn himſelf; yer I remember | fi 
© my long in the night, how in luch a place, at | - 
ſuch a time in ſuch a condition, what ſweet | 
communion Thad with God, and aſſurance of 4] h 
85 bis love. t. 
2 * N 1 b 
ry Now we have (hown the czuſc of doubtings, It 

=o ſpeak a few words of advice to Chrilti- 
4 hut ate under doubrings., 
I. That of che Prophet /ſaiab is very ſeaſon- 
ble, ho 7 among you that feareth the Lord, 
8 eveth the voice of his ſervant, and walketh 
„ i,” and ſeeth no lig bt? let him truſt in 
name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf upon b« Þ 
Rey] (Va. 50. 10.) as Iob jaid, Though he ki 
6 Jet will I put mn truſt in bits, and 1ndecd 
> 1Sfarth itrihe daints in the might of Coubt- 
Je! Jock Geer Chrilf, as di Spouſe did wh 
a dees bad wi hdrayn himſelf; ſeek Ch 1 
: E | in Paying, hearing, coaference with Sai 
7 2% e * "all the n f 
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o Ss . * a „ 
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3! Often conſider , that the moſt eminent 
Saints have had doubrings, and have queltioned 
the love of God to their fovls; and yer tho 
the Lord hath hid his face trom them for 
ment, yet in everlaſting loving kindneſs he hath 
received them, as we may inſtance in Fob,” who 
complains, That the Arrows vt the Almighey 
ſtuck fat within bim, and the terrors ot the 
Almighty made him afraid; and hkewile David 
complaineth that bis fins were gone over his 
head, and became a burden too heavy for hm 
to bear (P/al. 38. 4.) ind faich he, the trou- 
bles of my heart are enlarged, and he an 
that God had forgotten to de gracious; , 
would ſmile no more; and fo Heman een 
(P/al. 88.) that his ſoul was full of ES 
ud crieth our. Lord, Why ca/*eſt thou off: 
Why hide ſt thou thy face from med let a io! 
(der theſe things, and ſay aor there is n . 
the Lord” hath hid his fc: from many af ms 
childten, and they have beer in doubtiags as 
Well as thou, and yer the Lord in his time ban 
given them a futler aſſurarce of his love den 
cver. 
4. Meditate much upon fee gince howido 
>. fouls char le under doubrings, as the Prophet 
I bord, meditate rerror: ? O thy ſoul ſhould me- 
1 ditace much on frec-grac?, and the promiles of. 
3 the Gaſpel, as chat in Mat. 11. 28. — 
| va ſecbat are Weary and beav)-leden,"s 


> . 
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will give you reſt ; here thy dear Saviour calleth 
thee into his boſome. 

5. Frequent thacompany of the Saints much; 
it may pleaſe the Lord to create the fruit of 
their lips peace to thy troubled heart; if the Lord Vi 
pleaſe, they may come to comfort thee with the 
eomforts wherewith they have been comforted 
of God,when they have been inthe ſame con- 
dition thac thou art now in. 

6. Be often meditating upon thoſe *promiſes 
by which the Lord hath ſpoken peace to thee 
heretofore, as many Saints can tell which pro- 
miſes the Lord hath ſometimes made ſweeter 
then the hony and the hony-comb;now though 
till the Lord ſpeak again to thy ſoul by them, 


>” 


they will be but dry breaſts to thy ſoul, yet thou 
* knoweſt not how ſoon the Lord may — to 
tee bythem, and let thee draw waters with 
the buckets of faith out of thoſe wells of Sal- 
vation. 
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Divers ¶ aſes of (onſcienct — g7 
Cu Ar. XXI. 


hat a Chriſtian ſhould do that finds 
| not ſo much of the aſ$iſtance of the 

Spirit in prayer as he was wont, 
is not ſo enlarged in Prayer as be. 
was wont. 


* on T& nos py Wo 


Xamine whether thou haſt not been 
proud of enlatgement in prayer, 1 
"| whether thou haſt not regarded enlargement in 
Prayer, as to expreſſions, more then commun. 
Jon with God in Prayer, and the anſwers 1 
| thy Prayers : it may be thou haſt not minded 
what hath become of thy prayers , wheth 4 
Lord anſwer them ot no : but if thou haſt been 
| enlarged 25 to expreſſions, thou haſt 
che other things but little; now the Lord, to let 
wee lee thy great folly in this, withdraws the 
aſſiſtance of his Spirit. 
2. Examine whether thou doſt not go out in 
4 thy own ſtrength, and not in the ſtrength of the 
Pen of Chriſt. 
3. Learn to make a right eſtimate of thy 
| ing ; che Spirit of Chriſt may aſſiſt us in 
tyer, | when we are not ſo much enlarged 18 to 


7 


--/ they that are preſent think he prays excellent. 


= affiftance of the Spirit at that time as at ſome 
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expreffions;for as the Apoſtle ſaith ( Rom.. 36) 
The Spirit makech interceſſion for us with fight 
and with groans that cannot be uttered ; which 
fighs and groans of the Spirit of Chriſt in 8 
lie as nigh God as the moſt execllent expreſſion 80 
that can come from us in prayer, ; yea and 1 
more prevalent with God, unleſs they 80 | 
from the ſame ſpirit ; therefore let not a Chi-. 

ſtian think that healwayes prays beſt, when he 
hath beſt expreſſions; but rhe more thou prayeſ 
in faich, the better thou prayeſt ; the more] 
brokenneſs of heart in prayer, the better thoy 
prayel - the more thou prayeſt in the Spiri 
and with underſtanding, and fervently, the bet 
ter thou prayelt ; a Chriſtian ſometimes prays] : 
eth, and is much enlarged in expreffions, and 


* 
. 


bur be thinkech chat he had not ſo much of the. 


other time, when yet he hath been more ſtrait- 
ned as to expreſſion. 

Art not thou ſo much enlarged in prayer, 
. as thou wert wont?confider whether it be that 
thou art ſtra'rned in private prayer, or in famjs 
Jy, or publick; if thou beeſt ſtraitned in privÞ 
vate prayer, examine. whether thou haſt n 
neglected private prayer too much. 4 
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1 plain of ignorance and ſhortneſs; but 
"I fome 1 know that do thus complain, and there- 
bre would ſpeak ſomething that might be uſe. 
ful to them. 

"I. Let ſuch acknowledge it a mercy that 


* 
d 


veſs, that they do not think they kuow e 
of Chriſt, 


_ . 


"4 who . giveth liberally and vpbraideth not 


lam. 1. f.) ſaying unto him, Lord, what 1 8 


a know nor, tcach thou me; wherein I am dark, 
ignorant, low and fall ſhort, Odo thou reveal 
even thar unto me 1 O that the eyes of my 
F underſtanding may be enlightned, that I may 
"4. know the * of chy will, chat unto me it 
my be given to know the myſterie of the kiog- 


tally know more of the beauty of Chril and 
that 1 know more af the uſeſulneſe of Ohriſt, an 
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* | | 

þ 85 H AP, XXII. 

__ bis 

Y Some ad vice to poor Chriſtians that 

. |, copmlain much of ignorance, that Ii 
al they know no more of Chriſt. 

| l Here are but few of theſe that thus com- 


they ate ſenſible of their ignorance and ſhort- 


i 
x 
. 


2. Ask wiſdom and knowledge ol God, 


4 dow!(Mar.1 3 11.) Lord, chat I may experimen- 


5 


Divers { aſes of ¶ vnſcience Reſalved. * 
that I may know more of the preciouſneſs di 
Chriſt, and that { may know more of the lo 
of Chriſt that paſſeth knowledge, that may bh" 
filled with all the fulneſs of God. 
3. Do not ſit dowa in your ſmall meaſan x 0. 
"of knowledge, ſo as not ta preſs after growt n 
and increaſe, but be following on to know the 
Lord, preſſing forwards towards the mark « 3 
the bigh calling of God in leſus Chriffn' 
our Lord (bil. 3. 14.) growing in grace, ani ot 
. eknowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſulſ+- 
& .< do not ſay, I know enough of Chriffſpi 
0 "bring me to Heaven; but forgetting tho N 
I LE nes that are behinde , preſs forwards, if by pat 
u means thou maiſt attainto the reſurreRiol Ar 
> * -of the dead, that is to ſay, if by any means thoiſ de 
59 maiſt attain that communion with God, au « 
rfect knowledge of God and Chriſt, that ch 7 
ſhall have at the reſurrection of the dead th 
Make uſe of all helps and means to in 
£4 thy knowledge of Chriſt, and the go 
ways and things of od . uſe all means, pray 
ing, hearing, reading, Chriſtian conference. an 
ttuſt in none; be moſt atquainted with thoj 
3; - who are moſt acquainted with ( hriſt; and 
Ordinances are means to increaſe our know 
- of Chriſt; as he ſauh (Eph. 4. 11,12 1% 
. gave ſome Apoſtle, ſome Prophets, ſam 
. _ vargebift ſts; and ſome Paſtors and Teacher, 
te pe * Hing of the Sainit, far the 4 1 £ 
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LMimiſtry, for the edifying of the body of C briſt, 
a We all come in the unity of the faith of the 
troWledge of the Son of God unto per feft men; 
Joo that che Lord is pleaſed to appear ſo in the 
f{Ocdinances, that his people come by his ble, 
| ny upon them, to the knowledge of the Son 
o God, to a perfect man; therefore let Chri- 
Hans chat complain of their having but little 
Ne of Chriſt, wait upon God in He uſe 
of means. 
/| Let thoſe Chriſtians that complain's : 
iricual ignorance, conſider, that in this ' 3. 
thoſe that hive moſt knowledge, kao but i in 
{ part, and ſee but a5 thorow a glals darkly, as the 
#Apoltle ſaith. The beſt Saints here lie in z great *.4 
teal of darkneſs. | 
6. Long for Heaven and that Reſt forthe | 
| ople of God; for though we here fee-as _ 
$ through 2 glaſs darkly , yer there we ſhall ſee 
eto face ( 2 Cor. i 2 uit.) herewe know bug: + 
4 there we ſhall know as we are R r 
ſee Chriſt as he is; there is much — IF 
£ preflion , know as SG. are known ; ; all tho's 7 
3 that we now know burin part, as ts 
tie of our union wih Chritt , how were 
Vyned to the Lord and are one (pirir, ind fuck 
Wlike cneries, bere we know but licle of F 
Koo Eire we ſhall-know them fully, -: 
8 m—_ the beauty of ' Chriſt lo "Ml 
m face to 1 


> 


' -Lord is good. i 
9 ge perſwaded that thou art never .tog 
eis beloved of Chrilt, becauſe he hath not gif 
ven thee ſo much knowledge of himſelf as by 
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7. Deſite of the Lord, that though he hath 
not been picaſcd to give thee ſo much knows 
ledge as he hath given ſome of his people, that 
yer he would be pleaſed to fanQtifie that knows 
ledge he hach given thee, that thou maift honow 
him, walk with him 2ccordiop to thet l1ighr thou 
halt, and indeed we (hall ice ſome Chriſtian 


that have leſs knowledge in the notion, walk 


more cloſely with God, are more conſcientious, 
feli=denying , then many that are high in noti- 


ons, pretending to greater knowledge in the 


. of Chrift, and will tell theſe poor 
Chriſtians they ate in in the dark: O let Chrilth 
ans be faithful vnco that light God hath given 
them 

8. Beware of envying thoſe to whom the 


Lord hath given more light and knowledge 


then he hath given to you; ſuch as have but x 


ſmall meaſure of the knowledge of I eſus Chriſh 


are very, liable to this tempcation of envying 


others that have more knowledge then them 


ſelves; but let not thy eye be evil becauſe the 


hath given to others: as to thy Saintfhip , d 
not ſooł ſo much at the degrees of thy 
ledge, as at the truth oſ thy knowledge 


5 * 1 d 
le tt ( Jon. 
2 7-3.) this is eternal life to know thee the a 
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Aly true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 


ſent ; the Text doth not ſay its eternal life to 
know Cod and Chriſt as much as Pax! or 
Peter did, but if thou haſt a true experimen- 
tal ſa nctified knowledge of the Father and of 
Chriſt, thou art as ſure of eternal life as thoſe 
that have moſt, and art as much in the love 
of Chriſt, who wilt not quench the ſmoking 
Flax, nor break the bruiſed Reed, bur 
knoweth how to have compaſſion-on the ig 
norant. r 
10. Beware that thy defires be not more 
iter Giſts then Grace, more after knowledge 
of Chriſt then after Chriſt himſelf; if thou 


hadſt gifts and knowledge as much as any, 
would that ſatisfie thee, though thou hadſt 
leſs love to Chriſt, and leſs communion 
with Chriſt, and leſs of che fear of God. 
4 thy heart? beware of this ſnare of the 
evil. | 
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of them that are 


CHRISTS. 


TT — 


Sermon |. 


this . 


| Gal. 3. 29. 
And if ye be C briſs then are ye Abrahams Seed, 
and heirs according to the Promiſe. 


— N His Epiſtle to the Galetianss 38 iT 

| FRY were an Epicomegr ſum of the E- 

* N ER piſtle tothe Rowan;;ln both which 

d Epiſtles, the Apoſtles chief aim is 
o cleer the Doctrine of 

ge fronly i Cre, Nabe the | of the» " 


coding tothe Promiſe, 


f 
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Law, and in this chap. 3. v. 6. ſheweth how A. 
braham believed, and it was accounted unto 
him for righteouſneſs. ; it, that is to ſay, the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt was accounted unto him 
for righteouſneſs, and v. 7. Know ye, faith he, 

that thoſe who are of faith, the ſame are the chil- | © 
dren of faichful Abraham ; thoſe who ate of 


the Law, are not Abrahams Seed not heirs ac- li 


cording to the promiſe ; and v. 18. there is ? 
neither Jew nor Greek , bond nor free , male 4 


nor female, but ye are all one in Chriſt ſeſus; the 
buſineſs is not whether ye (hall be Jews or Gen- 4 
tiles, bond or free, male or female; but the h 
great buſineſs ro enquire after is, whether you | __ 
be Chriſts,: and if indeed ye be Chriſts, chen | © 
ſaith he, Ye are Abrahams seed, and heirs 'ac- 4 


The Doctcine is this: | f 
That all Divine Privileages, Heaven , and | 
Happineſs, belong t to them that are Chriſts, and to | ? 


them only. 


For the opening 166 this truth, I ſhall ſhew f. 
you, | 
What it is to be Chriſts.—— Secondly, Þ - 


Tal divine Priviledges, heaven and happineſs, 
belongs to them that are Chrilts , andto chem | 
doeh f 7 

3. Shew what are the Glorious Priviledges( of ] 
| hoſe that are Chriſts. , 
4. Shew you how you may know. whethe 0 


them that are Chriſts. 101 
5- Make uſe of this point. N 
For the firſt, What it is to be Chtiſts, 
This is held forth in the Scripture by being, 
1. Chriſts ſeed. The Prophet 1/atab ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, faith he, hen thou ſhalt make hi ſoul an 
offering for ſin, be ſhall ſee his ſeed ; he ſhall pro- 
long hu days, and the pleaſure of the Lori Jhall pro- 
ſper in his hands ; now ſaith the Apolete, Tf you 
be Chriſts, if you be Chriſts ſeed, then are you 
of the ſpiricual ſeed of Abraham , atid Heits ac- 
cording to the Promiſe. *''' - e 
2. Chriſts children; Behold 1 and thechil- 
dren that God hath given me; as if the Apoſtle 
had told the Galatians, All your works; perfor- 
mances, own righteouſneſs, will never bring 
you to the inheritance-of the Saints in light; bur 
if you be Chriſts, if you be Chriſts children, if 
Chrift be formed in you, if ye be children of 
that everlaſting father, and Prince of Peace, then 


ye are heirs, Heb. 2.13. Iſa i. 9.6 


3. Chriſts Brethren ; both he that ſanQifyeth, 


and they chat are ſanctified, ate all of one;where» 


fore, ſaith the Apoſtle, He is not aſhamed to call 


I them Brechren.(He,2.11.)The Saints ate called 


F Chriſts Brechreozthe bleſſed God and Father of 


| 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he is their Father ; as the 
Lord Iefus ſaid to Mary before his Aſcenſion, 
; 1 ſcend nnto my Father and your Father, (Loh. 20. 
7.9 Now faith the Apoſtle, if you be Chriſts, | 


Goto my Brethren , and ſay unto them, 1 4- 
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that is to ſay, Chriſts Brethren, that ſo you and 
Chriſt have all one Father, and ſo you are ſons , 
why as the Apoltle faich, If Sens, then heirs , 
heirs of God, and jvint-heirs with Chriſt , that 
is to ſay, co-heirs with the Lord ] eſus our Elder 
brother. e 
4. Chriſts Church and Spouſe ; the Church 
a the Bride, the Lambs Wife, ( Rev.19.7.c.21.9.) 
the Church of the fitſt- born, they are the heirs 
according to the Promiſe, as if the Apoſtle had 
ſaid, If ye be dead to the Law, and ate married 
unto. another Husband, even to him who was 
raiſed from the dead, (Nam. 7. 4. ) that is, the 
Lord Jeſus, that ſo you are Chriſts ſpouſes, then 
you (hall have that immortal Crown of Glory; 
elſe you will never have it. 

5. Chriſts (heep ; my ſheep ſaith Chriſt, hear 
my voice. (Joh. 10.27.) If you be Chriſts (heep, 
ift you be of that litt le flock to whom its the fa- 
| - therspleaſure to give the Kingdom. then you are 
200 men and women, then you are heirs in- 

ed. 

6. Chrilts people; Math. 1. 21. you read of 
Chriſts people; the men of the world hey ba ve 
their portion in this life, ſpend cheir daycs in 
pleaſure, and leave their ſubſtance unto theis 
. Babes, but in a moment they go down to rhe 
grave, and then they are turned into Hell, whete 
the wurm dieth not, and the fire gaeth not = 95 , 


— 
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Jeſus, then you are heirs _— to the pro- 
miſe, faith rhe Text, You ſhall raign in life by 
one Jeſus Chriſt. 

7. Chriſts ſervants ; The devil hath his ſet- 
vants, the world hath his ſervants, and the luſts 
| of the fleſh have their ſervirits ; there is never 


a luſt but hath abundance of ſervants in the 
world; luſt- pride bath abundance of ſervants , 
luſt-coverouſneſs, luſt-envy , luſt-glottony, laſt- 
wanconneſs ; hence the Apoſtle ſpesketh of 
{-rving divers luſts; the man or woman that is 
drawn away with theſe luſts, he is the ſeryaot, 
and the luſt is che Maſter, (Tit. 3. 3.) but faith 
the Apoſtle, We ſerve the Lord Chriſt ; and if 
ye be Chriſts ſervants, then you are heirs. In this 
world you may be a mans ſervant , and yet not 
be his heir; but if you be Chriſts ſervants, you 
are Chrilts heirs. 

8. Chriſts houſe; the Saints are Chriſts houſe, 
Heb. 3. 6. and although wicked men ſay they 
love the Houſe of God, meaning a place of lime 
and ſtones ; yer they love not the true houſe of 
God, where he dwelleth , which is the Saints, 

| who are the habitations of God, through the 

Spirit, Eph. 2. 22, of whom God faith, He will 

4 dwell in them and walk in them. Now if ye be of 

| Chrifts houſe , of this houſhold of Faith, of . 
|. Chriſts family, then are ye heirs. 

: = H 4 The 
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The ſecond thing, why all divine priviledges, 
Heaven and happineſs, belong to them that are 
Chriſts, and why not to them that are of the 


Law. Firſt, Why they belong co the one. Second- 


ly; Why chey belong not to the other. 

For the ficſt, Why they belong to the 
one. 

Reaſon 1, Becauſe th: Lord Ieſus hath pur- 
chaſed all divine priviledges , Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs for his; therefore Heaven is called the pur- 
chaſed poſſeſſion ; Chriſt bach purchaſed remiſ- 
fon of fins, faith and eternal life for them, which 
in che appointed ſeaſon they ſhall receive. Fa- 


thets lay up for their own children, though not 


For others : husbands provide for their 'own 
wives, though not fot others; the Lord leſus bach 
puchaſed an icheritance undefiled, which fa- 
deth not awiy, reſc: ved in Heaven for his chi- 
den. 

-- Reef. 2. Beczuſe Chriſt is theits; he that hath 
the Son, bath life; all divine priviledg's , life 
ard glory muſt needs belong to them that have 
the fon, that have union wich Chrtit. that have 
him dwelling in their hearts by Faith: no Chrilt, 


29 Heaven ; no Chtiſt, nv happineſs, no Glory, Þ 


no ioheſitance among thoſe that are ſan:tifhed 
by Faith that is in him: but if you be Chriſte, 


and Chriſt yours, yours is the Kingdom of hea» |. 


ven. 


7 
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Keaſ. 3. Becauſe we are the children of 
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God by Faith in Teſus Chriſt, Gal 3. 26. and if 
children, then we mult needs be heirs. Row, 
8.17. n | 
Secondly, Why divine priviledges, Heaven 
and happineſs, do not belong to them that are 
of the Law; ſeeing chat they may do ſo many 
good works for the matter. * 
Reaſ. 1. Becauſe that there is no way of be-. 
ing heirs, but according tothe Promiſe, as you 
have it in the Text: and Gal.3. 18. ſaith the Apo- 
ſtle, If the inheritance be of the Law, its no move 
of promiſe : 38 if the Apoltle had ſaid , If ir be 
of the Law and works, it cannot be of free- 
grace, and the promiſe : bur ſaith he, God gave 
it to Abraham by promiſe : therefore ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Gal. 4. 28. we as Iſaac was, ate the 
children of che Promiſe : We, that is to ſay, WE 
that are heirs, and co heirs with Chrift ; and in 
the ſame chapter ta:th he, A brabam had twWwo 
ſons, the one born of a bond-woman, the othet 
of a free-woman ; now he thar was born of 
the bond-woman was after the flesfh' : but he 
that was born of the free- woman was by pro- 
miſe, and at the laſt verſe ſaich he, Caſt ot the 


T bond-woman and her Son: for the ſon of the 


bond» woman ſhall not be heir with the fon of 
the free-woman : No, he mult not be heir , he 
cannot be heir, becau'e chere is no other way of 


being heirs but according to the promile , that 
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fay, according to the promiſe of life in 


11977 


106 T he ꝙ lorious Priviledges of 
Chriſt Feſus ; and therefore if there be never 


fzct alteration in men, nevet ſo much Reforma- 
don, be they never ſo ſtrict in their converſa- 


tions, framing themſclves never ſo much accord - 


mg to the Law, yet this wil! not make them 
heirs; that muſt be freely, and only by grace; 
F ye be heirs, ye maſt be children of Pro- 
miſe, 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe the Law cannot give life; 
Hach the Apoſtle, ( Gal. 3. 21.) If there hed 
been a Law given that could have given life, ve- 
mly righceouſneſshad been by tbe Lawʒbut there 
no L that can give life, but the Law of life 
in Chriſt Ieſus, which maketh us free from the 
| - Law of fin and death; the Lu] of Moſer is cal · 

ld the Law of death. Rom. 8. 2. 
- "Reaſ. 3. Thoſe that are of the Law cannot 
be heirs; becauſe x5 the Apoſtle faith, Gal. 3. 10. 
many as are under the Law, are under the curſe; 
They are ſo far from being heirs of life and 
glory, that not withſtanding all their obedience 
and conformity to the Law, yet they ate un- 
Ser the curſe ; for ſaith the Apoſtle, its written, 
Cutſed is every one that contiuueth not in every 


g0 ic / ſo that to thoſe that are under the Law 
the Law faith, Man or woman, thou art accarſed 


becauſe thou halt not done every thing that 1 
gquire, and if thou haſt failed in one poinct, 
mou art guilty of all; O therefore, in what 2 


ming that is written in the Book of the Law to 
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miſerable condition are thoſe that have not the 
Lord Ieſus as a City of refuge to flie unto, 
and ſo to make anſwer unto the Law, and ſay,O 
La, indeed I have not continued in every thing 
that thou requireſt ; and yet I am not accarſed ; 
for my dear Saviour hath taken away thy curſe 
from me, by being made a curſe for mg ; by 
whom I am as righteous before God as if I had 
never ſinned , he being made of God unto me 
Wiſdom, Righteouſnels, SanQification and Re- 
e 1 Cor. 1. 30.) And the ui 
Iſaiab ſpeaking of thote that are Chriſts ,' faith 
he , Surely (ſhall one ſay, In the Lord have! 
righteouſneſs and ſtrengthʒunto him (hall men 
come, and in him (hall all che houſe of Iſrael 
de juſtified, and (hall glory, (Ia. 45. ali.) 
Thoſe that are of the Law, comfort themſelves 
and lay , Surely there is a great change in my 
life, and ſurely I have abundance of righteont> 
neſs in my ſelf : but do thoſe that ate Chrilts , 
ferch their comfort and their hope of glory 
from their obſervance of the Law, and their 
own Righteouſneſs ? No, but ſurely (hall one 
every one that is Chriſts, lay, In the Lord have 
4 rightcoulneſs; in my ſelf I am a fioful creature, 
4 but in che Lord leſus have I righteouſneſs ; he is 
the Lord my righteouſneſs; and it followeth, In 
4. him (hall all the houſe of Iſtael be juſtified : Iu- 
4 ified in him, not by the Law, but as the Apoſtle 

eich, By big whoſoever believeth, (hall be iu» 
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ſtified from all that he could not be juſtified 
from by the Law of © Moſes. an 
The third is, To ſhew you the great happineſs 
and glorious priviledges of thoſe that are Ifa 
Chriits. 4 vis 
F I. If ye be Chriſts ſeed, and Chriſts chil- - 
ren. 
1. Vou ſhall endure for ever : David ſpeaking f 

of Chriſt, ſaith, His ſeed (hall endure for ever, 10 
( P/al. 89.29.) 
2. Chrilts ſeed and children are never left 4 
and forſaken of God, which is a glorious pri vi- 
ledge indeed, that che great God of Heaven 
and earth will never leave them nor forſake 
them; in the ſame Pſalm ſaith David, If his chil- be 
dren,thatis,Chriſts children, for ſake my Law, and ,. 
walk not in my judgements, if they break my La 
Starutes, and keep not my commandments, then 
will I viſit their iniquity : Nevertheleſs my lo- Te 
ving kinaneſs will I not utterly take away, nor 
ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. (Pſal.89, 30, 31, bl 
32, 33. No what a bleſſed condition are 
Cheiſts children in? when they fin, the Lord will Þ x 
vilic their tranſgre ſſion with a rod: he will for Þ 
their good chaſten them: but yet his loving. kind- 
neſs he will not utterly take away; ſtill God lo- 
veth hem as well as ever, and he will not calt Þ 
them eff, he will noc forſake them; the Lord \Þ'# 
Chriſt dork, not carry himſelf to his children a8&- 
the {hip-Carpenter doth with che ſhip; when 
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once he hath built ir, he puts it unto the Ses, aud 
leaveth ir to the Storms, and rempelts,and rocks; 
ind he leaveth ir and looketh no more after it ; 
lay the Lord doth not thus with thoſe that are 
' his ; he doth not give them faith and knowledge 
of himſelt , and fo leave the foul to the aſſaults 
ind fiery darts of the devil, and the corruption 
of his own heart: but the Lord himſelf is in the 
ſhip, and he will not leave not forſake the poor 
ſoul, but will be his guide even unto death: he wil 
be the pilot in the ſhip, that will ſecure the ſhip 
n all ſtorms and rempelts;for the winds and the 
ſea obey him; and he will keep it out of the dan- 
ger of the rocks, and by the gales of his ſpitit, 
the ſhip of che belie vers ſoul ſhall ſail ſafely ; till 
it arrive at the Land of Canaan, the promiſed. 
Land , of which its an heir, by being one of the 
x of the King of Glory, the Lord 

eſus 

II. If ye be Chrifts brethren alſo, ye are in a 
bleſſed ne for, 
r. To have him who is God equal with the 
4 Father, the fellow of the Lord of Hoſts, tobe 
our brother, mult needs be a great priviledge;to 
have one of the Angels to be our brother, were 
| abigh priviledge ; but to have the Lord Jeſus, 
Ii whom dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily, to have ſuch a neer relation unco him, 
4 63 high priviledge. | 
1 25 Lo have him who was ſent to ſeek and to 
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ſave that which was loſt , to have him for our 
brother, then to be ſure we ſhall be ſought our, 
and be ſaved by him ; what a priviledge is 
this? 

3. To have him for our Brother who hath de 
all things put into his hand, à ho hath all power 
given him in heaven and in earth, this muſt needs | ch 
be a great priviledge ; as now, when Jacobs ſony 
went to buy corn in Egypt , what a great privi- 
ledge was it that they had a Brother /o/eph, that 
was great in the land that had the diſpoſing of | c 
all things? ſo its with Jeſus Chrift ; the Father 
hath put the management of all things into 
his bands, he is the Judge of the quick and the he 
dead ; and that he ſhould be your Brother! But 
at preſent its with ſome of Chrifts brethren as Ie 
it was with /oſephs Brethren ; a great while they 0 
did not know * Ioſeph was their Brother, un- 
til he manifeſted himſelf to them; and in that 
day when the Lord jeſus ſhall manifeſt himſelf 
to you and fay, I am your Brother, you are in 
that neer and dear relation unto me, to be my 
bretbren; O then this will appear wonderful to 
you; and it may be in alluſion unto /oſephs ma- 
nifeſting himſelf and his name unto his Brethren, 
doth the Lord Jeſus our ſpiritual Jeſeyb ſay, Heb, Þ 4; 
2. 21, I will manifeſt my name unto my Bre- 
thren : what joy will there be in the hearts of) & 
Chriſts Brethren in that day? _ 
I 1.1, If you be Chriſts Spauſes, then alſo vou 
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| have many glorious Priviledges, As 
1. All Suits are commenc't againſt the Hu, 

| band z if a woman be never ſo much in debt, yet 
when once ſhe is married, ſhe cannot be ſued; 

but her husband , he muſt anſwer for all ber 

| debts ; ſo if thou beeſt Chriſts Spouſe , married 

to him, though thou oweſt never ſo much , and 

the Law come and accuſe, yet thou maiſt ſay, Go 

| to my husband Chrift, and he will anſwer for 
me. 

2. It muſt needs be a glorious priviledge to be 
Chriſts Spouſe, becauſe Chriſt maketh his ſpouſe 
a great Joynture;the pooreſt Saint hath a grea- 
ter joynture then ten thouſand worlds ; he hath 
heaven that glorious inheritance. Y ou think ma- 
ny Kings and Noblemen make their wives great 
Joyntures ; O nothing to the Joynture that the 
Lord Jeſus maketh his Spouſes, 

3. You have the heir of all things for your 
husband, Chriſts Spouſes have not a poor huſ- 
band, but one that is heir of all things; now: --- 
when the husband is rich, the wife is rich; ſhe 
hath an intereſt in her husbands riches ; ſo hath 
the ſpouſe of Chriſt ; ſhe is rich in theriches of 
Cbriſt. 

4. The Spauſes of Chriſt have a great por- 
tion ; the Lord himſelf is their portian , who is 
meverlaſting portion; other portions may be 
i nt, but the Lord is an everlaſting por- 
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5. They that are Chriſts Spouſes have thef 
faireſt of ten thouſand for their husband; the} 1; 
Spouſe in the Canticles, faith of the Lord Jeſu, ] o 
her Husband, His countenance is molt ſweet, yea ry 
he is altogether lovely, this is my beloved, and] bi 
this is my friend, one that is fairer then che chil-J ar 
dren of men; he hath grace poured into his lips, ti 
Cant 5.10,16.Pſalesg5: m 

6. They chat are Chriſts Spouſes, have i] m 
husband that hach dear love and affections to] et 
them: hen a woman is married, if (he have 1 Ct 
dear and loving husband, ſhe accounts it a great j 
bappineſs, aod it maketh that relation very com 
fortable. If you be Chriſts, if you be his Spou- 
ſes, you have a husband whoſe love is infinitely 
beyond the love of all the husbands in the 
world; thereforc ſaith the Apoſtle, Hrbands, 
love your wives, as Chriſt alſo loved his Church, 
and gave himſelf for it, (Eph. 5. 25.) And iv 
another place, V ho loved me, and gave himſel 
for me; In this world many marry upon (lender 
grounds of love, but all Chriſts Spouſes have im ar, 
finite teſtimony of his love: the Spouſe of Chrillfrert 
cannot ſay, A bloody husband thou haſt been tut 
me, bur rather may the Lord Chriſt ſay, Aﬀtuf 
bloody wife haſt thou been to me; it colt me 3. 
the warmeſt blood in my heart to deliver the 
from wrath. to come; if there ſhould be a po 
woman very unhandfome, much in debt, and 
Kings ſpa ſhould come and pay all her deb 
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ind marry her ; be would expreſs abundance of 
love to that woman: yer this would be (hore 
of Chrilts love. The Lord jefus doth not mar- 
ty for portion, as moſt of the ſons of men do: 
but he marrieth poor beggats, poor and bling, 
and naked, that have not a wedding garment 
| til he put it on: neither doth the Lord Jeſus 
marry for beauty, as many of che childrenof 
men do : bur the Faireſt of ten thouſand marri- 
eth poor Bbl:ckemores ; bei“ pure love; thus 
1} Chriſts Spouſes have large teſtimony of Chtiſts 
tf infivite love, which is a gre-t priviledge. 

4. It ye be Chriſts Church, then you have 
- 

J 

0 


glorious priviledges by it; alſo you ſhall have 
them ſer down inthe Epheſparrr,Epb5.23. 3 
1. You have Chriſt to be your head; Chriſt 
de is the bead of the Church, your head is in 
Heaven. 

01 The head is the ſeat of care, and contriveth 
for the good of the body, ( Eph. 5. 23. ) 
ſo the Church of Chriſt, they may caſt theit 
care upon the Lord Chriſt their head, for he ca- 
eth for them; the father hath not left the good 
Met his people to the care of Angels, but hath 
Nnuſted | e ſus Chriſt with it, who is their head. 

e 2. If you be Chriſts Church, the Lord Jefus, 
the Apoſile ſaith, will ſanctifig you and cleante 
eu wich the waſhing of water by the word, 
ind preſent you to himſelf 4 Glorious Church 
bav ug (pot or wrinckle, or any ſuch thing,but 
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haly. and without blemiſh, ( Eph. 5. 26,27.) and] fit 
is not this a great priviledge, not to be left inf h 
your ſins, but to be ſanctiſied in Chriſt Jeſus, and] cu 
to be made holy as he is holy ? th 
3. The Lord Jeſus is dear over his Church :] ch. 
hence faith the Apoſtle, no man ever yet hated] un 
his -own fleſh, but loveth it and cheriſheth it ,,, 
even 3s the Lord the Church: the Lord Jeſus che-. of 
riſheth his Church in his boſome, he carried] 
them in his boſome , and is dear over them gy, 
Epb. 5 29. 

5. I; ye be Chriſts ſheep, then 
Fri ledge t. Jeſus Chriſt knoweth you: ſaith 
Chtiſt, I am the good ſhepheard that know my 
ſheep, and I am known of mine, (Job. 1 0%7.) 
though one that is Chtiſts, be never ſo poor, lin 
in never ſuch a by-corner, yet the fon of Ge 
and the Angels of Heaven know him, and hat po 
communion and acquaintance with him, ant} M. 
with chem : though che great ones of the worllf je 
take no notice of thee, yet the ſon of God doth] gy; 
and knoweth thee by thy name. 1 

Vriv. 2. Jeſus Chr (t giveth them eternal lifeſ ic 
My ſheep. faith Chriſt, hear my voice, 20, con 
I know them, and they follow me, and Tea 
give unto them eternal life, and they (hall neue cha 
per:(h, neicher (hall any man be able to plucdſ roy 
them out of my hands (Jb. 10 27, 28. Here 
. © eJorious priviledge , that though ſo many g- * 
ch and die in their ſins, yet you ſhall nevet ph 
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tiſh : when the Goats ſhall be fer on the left 
hand, and Chriſt hall ſay unto them, Go ye 
curſed into everlaſting hel-fire , (Math. 25.) 
then you that are Chriſts, you that are bis ſheep, 
(hall be ſet on his right hand, and he will ſay 
unto you, Come ye bleſſed of my Fatber, inherit 
| the K N prepared for you from the beginning 
| of the world. 
Priv. 3. You that are Chriſts (ſheep, have an 
| excellent (hepheard;the Lord Jeſus therefore is 
called the great ſhepheard of the ſheep, (Heb. 
13.) and faith the Prophet Iſaiabh, He ſhall 
heed his flock like a ſhepheard, he ſhall gather 
the Lambs in his arms, and ſhall gently lead 


j 
ſ 
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poor weak Lambs of Criſt ſhall be carried in 
his arms and boſom ; he will be tender over 
ou. 
* 7 5. If ye be Chriſts, if you be his ſervants, that 
ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt „you have many glori- 
v1 ous priviledges; for 
Priv. 1. His ſervice is perfect freedomzthe ſer- 
nice of Chriſt is no bondage nor ſtavery ; his 
commandments are not grievous, bur his yoak i is 
ealte, and his burden is light, (Math. 1 1. alt.) 
that ſoul that is Chr ſts ſervant, is guided by the 
0 Toyal law of libetty. 
Ela 2. Where Jeſus Chriſt the bleſfed Lord 
fe is; there (hall they be to all eternity, as 
* faith , Where Iam, there ſhall alſo my 


them that are with young, ( Iſa. 45. 11. ) the Wy 
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ſervant be, (Ih. 12. 26, ) and what 4 preat 
priviledge is this to be where Chriſt is, to behold 
his glory? that when the ſervants of the devil 
(hall be in the bo: tomleſs pit with him, the ſet- 
vants of Chriſt (hall be where he is, in whoſe 
preſence there is fu'neis of joy . and at whoſe 
right hand there are plezſures for evermore; 
and faith the Lord (/ 65. 13.) Behold my ſer- 
Va"ts ſhall eat, but ye ſhall b: hungry; my ſer» 
vants ſhall drink, but ye ſball be thirſty ; behold 
my ſervants ſhall rejoyce, but ye (hall be aſhamed, 
Mark, my. ſervarts {hall drink, that is co fay, I 
have an everlaſting banquet for them when they 
(hall have a feaſt of far things, of wine on the 
Lees well refined, when I will ſay, Eat O friends, 
yea drink abundantly, O my beloved ! bur faith 
he, Ye ſhall be thuſty, ye (hall lic in the flames of 
devouring fite, and as it was wich Dives, ye (hall 
cry for one drop of water to cool your tongoes; 


and ic followeth, Behold my ſervants ſhall fing|- 


for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of 
heart, and ſhall howle for vcxation of Spirit, as 
if he bad ſaid , When my ſervancs (hail be glo- 


rificd in Neaven, ar d tee their names written in 
the book of life, thin ſhall che world of the! 
ungodly lie howling in utter darkneſs, where s 


q fe 
of heaven and earch co honour them; this is th 


lorious priviledge ; Chriſt him ſe it ſaid ic, F 


weeping and wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth.) 
Priv. 3. Chriſts ſervants have che great Gog 
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man ſerve me, him will my Father honour, ( Toh. 
13. 26.) as he ſaid , What ſhall be done to the 
man whom the King will honour?but then what 
ſhall be done to the man whom the great God 
of Heaven will honour ? God will honour his 
ſervants unto all eternity ; though the world 
deſpiſe them , yet he will honour them for ever 
to ſpend eternity with him ; yea he honoureth 
them in this world. You would think it 3 great 
honour to you, if ſome Nobleman or Knight 
ſhould come to your houſes, and be with you a 
few days; why; the grear God dwelleth with 
his people „and taketh up his abode with them; 
O whac an honour is this ! 

7. They that are Chriſts people, have many 
glorious priviledges, as 

Priv. 1. They are a bleſſed people; Bleſſed 
faich David, are the people that are in fuch a 
caſe, who dave the Lord for their God; how- 


.ever the men of the world look upon the peo- 


ple of Jeſus as the off-ſcouring of all things, 
yet they are bleſſed men and women, and would 
not change their condition with the greateſt 
Emperour in the world that is none of 


Chriſts. 


Priv. 2. Chriſts people are ſaved from their 


I fins, as IHath: 1. 21. He ſpall [ave bis people 
| from their fins , ſaith that Scripture, that though 
Aas have committed as many (ins as they have 


uit on the it heads, which cannot be numbred. 
: ODD: 


|| a 
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yet the blood of Jeſus cleanſeth them from all | i, 
their (106, the y are ſived from all their fins; now | te 
ſaith David, bleſſed is the man whoſe iniquity | th, 
is pardoned , whole ſia is covered( Pſal.32.1.) | ſp 


What a happy condition are the people of | pe 


Jeſus in, that though their iniquities be fought | 1. 
for, they cannot be found ? for the Lord Jeſus | th 
our Scape-Goat hath carried them into the | (in 
land of forgetfulneſs; and Plal. 85. 2. Thou haſt | of 
forgiven the iniquity of thy people, and thou haſt | uni 
covered all their fins ; not one ſin, but all their I (ay 
fins ; and 7/a.40, 1, 2. Comfort ye,comfort ye | we 
my people, faith God, ſpeak comfortably unto | of 
peruſalem, lay unto her that her iniquity is pat- th 
doned. the 

Priv. 3. They have the bleſſing of Heaven upon | wi 
them: ſaith David. Thy bleſſing is upon thy people | ſet 
(Pſal. 3. ult.) though they do not enjoy ſo much | no 
of the world as others do: yet that which is bet: | wi 
ter ti en ten thouſand worlds, they have the bleſ | pe 
ſiag of od upon them, they have the bleſſing I 5 
of God upon cheir fouls, they have the bleſſings] 
out of Sion, thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
things in Chrilt , and they have the bleſſing off 
God, and taſte the love of God in that lictie 
they enjoy of the world. | | 
Priv. 4, The Lord will ſpeak peace to buy 
people; ſich David, 1 will hear what the Lorg 15 
will ſay, for he will ſpeak peace to his people, au he 
ro hit Saints,( Pſal. 85. $ ) What a bleſſed thing n 
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i this, when the Law and our own Conſciences 
tell us we have committed a thouſand fins, and 
the wages offin is death, that now the Lord 
ſpeakerh peace, and faith, am thy ſalvation?chs 


people of Jeſus only have that peace of God 


which paſſech all underſtanding, that even wen 
they are molt ſenſible of their own vileneſs and 
ſinfulneſs, and ſee themſclves to be the greareſt” 
of ſinners, that yet even then I ſay, they have joy 
and peace in believing;thoſe that are of the Law, 
ſay to their duties and performances and gaod 
works, ye are our peace; but ſay the people 
of Jeſus, The Lord Chriſt is our peace: and 
they have peace ſpoken to their conſciences — 
the blood of Jeſus, as David faith , The Lord 
will bleſs his people with peace ; the Lord bleſ- 
ſeth many of the world wirh riches, and ho- 
nour, and children ; but he bleſſerh his people 
with peace , with the enjoyment of himſelf, with 
peace of Conſcience and joy in the Holy Gholt, 
Pſal. 29.11. 

Priv. 5. They are Chriſts favourites: there- 
fore ſaith David, Remember me With that favour 
thow beareſt to thy own people, (Pſal. 106. 4.) 
O thats a great favour, You think that they are 
happy mea chat are favourites of the Kings and 
gteat ones of the world : Nay, but the pooreſt 


unt, though he be deſpiſed in the world, yet 


de eis one of the God of Heavens favourites: 


and what a bleſſed thing is thisit you be Chrilts 
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people, you re Chriſts favourites. You think 
what 2 great happineſs it were if you were in 
ſach a ones favour and love; alas, you may bein | 1 
their favour and love to day, ind ou to morrow; | Þ 
but the Lord loveth wits an everlaſting love; 
once in his favour, ever in his favour : once be» | 
loved of him, and ever beloved of him. Jer. | vp 
31.3.) f 

Priv. 5. The Lord will never leave them 
nor ſorſake chem. /a. 94. 14. Ihe Lord will 
not caſt off his people; you that are Chtiſts peo- 
ple, though you have ſo many weakneſſes and 
cortuptions, yet here is matter of everlaſting 
conſolation to you, ihe Lord will no: caſt off, 
his people; and is not this a glorious privi- 
ledge ? 

8.if ye be Chrilis, the exceeaing large and pre- | 
CONS prowiſcs of the ( Opel belong to vou; the | < 
promites of the Goſycl ail ate Ic and Amen, | y 
in Chriſt, to 31] that ate his. It were A glorious | < 
priviiedpe to have inteteſt in ore of the pro- | a 
miſcs » but to have inteteſt in all the promiſes, is 
very glotioue, as in that promile , fer. 31. 
will write my Luvs in their heart», and put 
my fear in their heats, aud chey (all never 
depart from me; and that io Erech. 36, 
A new hearc allo will I give you, and}. 
a' new fpirit will I pur wickin you, , 
and Hoſ. 14. 4. I will heal their back- ¶ dings 
and Heb. k. rowards the end , I will be merci 
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"nto their unrighteouſneſe, and I will remember 

heir fins no more. Thoſe that are Chriſts, are 
rich in the promiſe, though they be poor in 
Poſſeſſion. 

9. If ye be Chriſts, you ate Abrahams feed ; 
though ye are not circumciſed 2s he was, yet 
you are of the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, who 
ſaw Chriſts day afar off, and was glad. 

10, Heirs according to the promiſe, heirs of 
the grace of life: you (hall be made partakers of 
the inheritance of the Saints in light: though ſome 
of you now be Sinrs in darkneſs. vet you ſhall 
one day be Saints in light; though you now 
walk in darkneſs and ſee no light, yet the Lord 
will be your everlaſting light, and ere long the 
days of your mournivg (hail be ended. and all 
rears wiped from your eys;:hongh theſe hetrs ace 
cording to che promiſe ac pteſert. at: cut ſhott, 
yet they (hall ſhortly enjoy that inhericance in- 
corruptible and u-defiled , which taderh not 
away z its teſt tved in Heaven for them. 

1. Ina word, to let you (ce that che happi- 
nes of thoie that are Cheiſts, is very great , let 
me direct you to that of ihe Apolſtle, 1 Cor. 3.22. 
2. All ate yours, and ye ate Chruts, and Chriſt 


n Gods ; all are yours, if ye be Chriſts , whicher * 
| Pan or Apollos, faith the à poltle; all the gifts 
hat Jeſus Chriſt hath givea to men, are for your 


ecdiſication and conſolation ; and not onely mens 
bi gifts, but ſaith the Apoſtle, the world too. Oye - 
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ſons and daughters of Sion, the world is yours, 


though you enjoy ſo litrle of it; but if the Lord 


faw ir good for you, there is nothing in the 
whole world but vou ſhonld have it and things 
preſent, and things to come all ate yours; there 
is much in thoſe words, things o come; that 
holdeth out Heavens glory and all the enjoy- 
ments there; and though Saints are at preſence 
cut ſhort, yer they may ground upon this, that 
che Lord will do them hat good that is molt for 
their good. 

he fourth thing: you have (hewn us the great 
happine ſs and glorious priviledge ; O but how 
ſhall we know whether we are Chriſts. 

I. Would you know whether you are Chriſts 
ſeed and Chriſts children ? 

1, Are you of thoſe that honour the Lord Je- 

fag in your hearts, and in your lives? If I be a 

ther, where is my honour? it you be the chil- 
dren of that Anttent of days, you will honour 
him I ſay in pour heart and in your lives. 

IF pon be che children of Chriſt, you can 
ay prove of him and hie ways; Chriſt ſaich, Wit- 
dom, that is himſelf, is utified of her children; 
ouch the world jreak ill of Chriſt and his 
t4 fd ways, yet wiſdoms children willjuſtihe - 
kim ad} hi wayes, that his wayes are wayes of 
pieslantneſs, and all his paths are peace, thas 26 


the Martyc laid, None but Chriſt , none bur 


Chrilt and as David ſaid of call. omg 


= <q ,Q - ov am 


i 


mo - ag, 0 Go Mp CC. oo” oa - 0 = 


— 
muy 


5 
1 
0 
5 


them that are Chriſts, 123 


there is none to that; ſo ſaith a believer, there 

is none to Chrilt ; whom have I in Heaven but 
thee, and whom do J deſire on earth beſides 
thee ? 

II. Would you know whether you are 
Chriſts Brethren ? che Lord Jeſus tels us who are 
bis brethren, Matth. 12.50: He that doth the will 
of my father, he is my brother and ſiſter : you Da- 
vids that delight to do the will of God, the 
will 'of God goeth far; this is the will of God, 
that you (ſhould believe on his ſon Jeſus Chrilt, 
and loye one another : and again in another 
place faith the Apoſtle, This is the will of God, 
even your ſanctification. Now they that do the 
will of God arighc, do the will of God be- 
cauſe it's the will of God: they do not pray, 
hear, give to the poor, thinking to make a lad- 
der to Heaven of their own works: bat ſaith one 
that is Chriſts, I pray , hear, give to che poor, 
becauſe this is the will of my God concerning 
me, who hath created me in Chriſt jeſus unto 
good works, which God before ordained that I 
ſhould walk in them: and becauſe I am ſave d 
freely by his Grace, therefore I defire to abound 
in eyerv good work to do his will. 
. III. Would you know whether you ate Chyilts 
if _ and have choſe glorious priviiedges be- 

longing to you, that belong to thoſe That are 


* 

. 
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+4 Chriſts people ? 


1. Chriſts people are a peculiar pecple : the 
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Lord Jeſus hath purchaſed them to himſelf to be 
a peculiar people (1 Pet. 2.9. Tit. 2. 14.) As it wat 
ſaid of (Caleb and Joſbua, that they were men of 
another ſpirit, its true of all the people of Je- 
fas, they are men and women of another ſpirit 
then is in the world: as the A poſtle faith in the 
Corinthians, We, faith he, have not received the 
ſpiric of the world, but the ſpiric which is of 
God; thus are they a peculiar people;they have 
2 peculiar ſpirit, which in the Scripture is called 
a new ſpitit; the people of Jeſus have pecult- 
ar experiences, peculiar hopes, peculiar aims, 
peculiar defices, peculiar language. 

| 2. A holy people, therefore they are called 
the people ol his holineſs : the Lord J eſus will 
not ſuffer his people co walk in the vanity of 
theic minds, and ro have their converſation ac- 
cording to che courſe of this world, but he 
trainech them up in mortificztion and holineſs, | C 
till they come to be holy as ht is holy; and the | + 
Lord Chriſt doth make fin fo hatefull to them | 
that ate bie, that they deſite 2s well that 4 < 
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Fins may dic as chit their ſouls - mae live; they Þ < 
defire »5 well that their (ins may be deſtroyed wF 7, 
that rheir ſou s may be ſaved. La 

3. If you be Chriſts people, you will be a wile 
Sing prop'e. Tel 110. 3. Thy people (hall be a 
williez pcople in the day of thy power: though: 
before they would not come to Chrilt that they | 
might ba ſe litc, yer when the day of Chriſts 
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J love and affeRions unto Chriſt. O what dear 
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power come th, then they ate made of unwilling, 
willing; though Paul was ſuch an enemy to 
Chriſt a great while, yet when rhe day of Chrilts 
power cometb, hen he is willing; Lord, faith he, 
what wilt thou have me to do? as if he had ſaid, 
Now thou haſt conquered my will , and made 
me now willing to believe, co be obedient to 
thee ; If you belong to Chriſt , you that are 
moſt averie to Chrift, and ſay he ſhall not reign 
over you, yet you ſhall by the power of Chriſt 
be made willing to have Chriſt for your onely 
Saviour and King, to rule in your hearts; y ou 
will be willing to fell all to buy that pearl of 
great price, and count all things but loſs and 
dung, that you may win Chriſt, and be foond in 
him; you will be willing to have all your Juſts 
ſubdued and deſtroyed. 
IV. Would you know whether you are 
Chriſts Spouſes > 
#1. Chriſts Spouſes have precious thoughts of 
Chriſt, Cant. 5. 10. 14. You ſhall ſee hat pre- 
cious thoughts of Chriſt the Spouſe bad: 
faith (he, He is White and rudd), the faireſt of ten 
thouſand ; you that have low thoughts ot Chrh, 


and ſce no beauty in him wherefore you ſhou'd 


defire him, you are not yer married to Chriſt, 
yon have not yet lien in the boſome ot the Lora 
Jetus. 

2. If you be .Chriſts Spouſes , you have dear 


but enjoy more of Chriſts preſence, as Luther 
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love to Chriſt had the Spouſe l ſaith (he, thy love 
is bertter then wine; and becauſe of the favour | (lt 
of thy oyntments , thy name is as oyntment 
poured forth, therefore do the virgins love thee; | Ki 
the Spouſes of Chriſt love him not onely be- | 1 
cauſe of the good they have by him, but they fee | 
that excellency in Chriſt, and perſonal beauty | W 
in him, that though shey ſhould never be the | 
w 
U 
hi 
a1 


bettet for Chriſt , yet they could not but love 
him. 

3. Chriſts Spouſes love the preſence of Chriſt 
much, as 2 good wife loveth to have her husband] 
at home with her; ſhe could be content to fare | it 
hardly, go meanly, that ſhe might but enjoy her | 0 
husbands company ; ſo *cis with the Spouſes of | 0 
Chriſi they could be content not to have in this | tt 
world whereon to lay their head, fo they might | ff 


ſaid, 1 had rather be in Hell with Chriſt, _ 
Heaven withont him; a Spouſe of Chriſt 
rather be in poverty with Chriſt , then in riches | tl 
without him ; had rather be in diſgrace with 
Chriſt, chen co be in honour wichgut him; a8 F 
the lame Luther ſaid ſweetly , I had rather fal 
with Chritt,then ſtand with Ceſar, 1 
4. Chrifls Spouſes are ſubject unto Chriſt, as 
Sarah was lubject unto Abraham, obeyed hin * 
ard called him Lord therefore ſaith the apoſtle; | | 
Aa che Churchis (ubjeR unto Chriſt, fo let en t 
2 be to theit own busbands. n 
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V. Would you know whether you ate Chriſts 
ſheep ? 

1. Chriſts ſheep know bim. I, faith Chriſt, 
know my ſheep, and am known of mie e, ( %b. 
10. 16.) You that have no knowledge of Chriſt, 
that know no more of Chriſt then you do 
what's done now in the farth-it pzrr of the 
world, can you ſay you are Chrilts the:p? and 
when the Lord Jeſus iaitn , He is known of hs 
ſheep, his ſheep bave not mcerly a head, bat a 
heart-knowledge of Chriſt , not a notional, but 
an experimental knowledge of Chrilt ; nor an 
informing onely, but a cransforming knowledge 
of him: they have an exeperimencal knowledge 
of him ard the power of his Reſutrection, and 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings,being made con- 
formable unto his death. 

2: Chriſts ſheep hear bis voice, as Cariſt him- 
ſelf ſaith, iy (ſheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, ( Joh. 10 27.) you cannot know arighe 
Wel are Chriſts ſheep, unleſs you have heard 
his voice behind you, ſaying , Tais is the way, 
walk in it, (I/. o. 20, 21. the Lord Jeſus ery- 
erh out to the ſoul that is walking in the broad 
way that I-aderh to de ſteuction, and faith, Thou 
art out of the way z he ſheweth the ſoul chat the 
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but the ſpiric convinceth the ſoul- ef fin, and 
that the end of that path will be death and ru- 


N ine to the ſoul; and then whereas the ſoul would 


— 


{path of prophaneſs is not the path of life; | 


am che way, the truth and che lite; no man 
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then think that if he reform ind amend his lifes | n 
he might be happy: no faith that voice, that will | li 
not do it, but this ts the way ; I, ſatch the voice, | 
* 
0 


cometh to che Father but by me. 

3. If you be Cirilts (heep, you ere followers | L 
of Chrilt , as the Lord Jefus 1aith , My (heep 
hear my voice, and | know them, and they fol. Ia 
low me (Job. ic, 27. ) The poor Saints that e 
hear the ſweet voyce and cals of Chriſt , cannot I bi 
chooſe but follow him ; therefore when the 
Lord Jeſus calleth us out of darkneſs into his | $1 
matvellous light, he tsketh off that load of lin 
that lay upon our ſhoulders, opens the priſon | p 
door, and faith, Follow me; The believer ſaith | to 
to Chtiſt as Auth ſaid to Naomi, Where thou go- | bi 
elt, I go, where thou lodgelt I will lodge, | Ad 
where thou dieſt Iwill die; ( Rath. 1. 16,17.) | fr 
and as Peter to Chiiſt, Lord, whither (ſhould I fo 
go ? thou onely haſt the words of ecernal life; 
What ſhould 1 go from thee ro Moſesꝰ O no, 
my ſweet Saviour ! Should J go from thee to 
the world: O no, my ſiycet Saviour: thou onely 
art able to jultifie me, fave me to the utmoſt :Þ 
thou onely arc able to comtorc mie, ſtrengthen de 
me, and make glad my heart. 1 
Vl. Would you know whicker you are Chriſts 1 
ſervants ? | 
| 1. Then you obey the Lord Jeſus: his ſer- I 
vants you are to whom you obey, Whither of ſin 
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| | nnto death, or of the Lord Jeſus unto eternal 
lte; O conſider, whom do you obey in the 
| whole courſe of your lives, God or men + Chrift 
or Belial ; for his ſervants you are, to whom ye 
obey ; therefore ſait h Chriſt , why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I ſay ? 
ss if he had faid , Its in vain foro do; how ma- 
ny of you are common ſwearers, yet you will 
| call Chriſt Lord, and profeſs to be his ſervants: 
but its in vun 5why do not yon de the things 
which he ſaith, if you be his ſervants ? he ſaich, 
s | Swear not at all. | 
) 

) 

1 


2. If you be Chriſts ſervants, you. are im- 
ployed in his w ork, as the Apoſtle ſaid, for me 
to live is Chrift : you live to do Chrifts work and 
buſineſs in the world: you ſee and know you are 

ot your own , but Chrilts : and therefore de- 
fre as you live by Chriſt,ſo co live to Chrilt and 
for Chriſt.as well as hereafcer with Chriſt. .' 

VII. Would you know whecher you be 
Chrifts ? if you be Chriſts, fin hath not domini- 
on over you: Gal.5.24. hey that are Chriſts, 
have crucifyed the fleſh, with the affections and 
Jlaſts : fin cannot have dominion where its cruci- 
fied , and its crucified in all that are Chriſts; its 
wich ſin in thoſe that are Chriſts, as ic was with 
Ithoſe beaſts we read of in Dane! - their do- 
{ninion is taken away, though their lives be pro- 
Jlonged for a ſeaſon; though ſome cottuption 
Jiemains,yer none raigns . ; 5 85 
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VIII. Thoſe that are Chriſts, bear ſomething 
of: his image and likeneſs, as Chrift ſaid co the 
Phariſees, Whoſe image and ſuperſcription is 
this ? Cæſars fay they; then faith Chrilt , give 
unto ( aſar the things that are Cæſars, and to 
God the things fthat are Gods : O conſider 
whether you ace Chriſts image ſtampt upon 


2 & Bp = © 


ou. 
"IK. If you be Chifts, his children, brethren, | 
ſpouſes, people, as we have ſhewn, I ſay then you 
will rejoyce more that you are Chtiſts, then if 
you had ten thouſand worlds ʒit was the Spouſes 
ſong, Cant. 2. 16. My beloved, that is, Chriſt, is 
mine, and I am his; I count my ſelf ſaith a Saint, 
more y that [can ſay Chriſt is mine, then 
if I could ſay all the world is mine: and that 1 
am Chriſts,is a comfort to me in all conditions, 
temptations, afflictiont. 
X. Would you know whether you be Chriſts, 
Lou may certainly know it by this. If you be 
Chtiſts you have che ſpitit of Chriſt, Rom. 8.9. H. 
that hath nos the ſpirit of Cbriſtii none of bin f f 
and I pray mack what I ſayin the name of the 
Lord this day to you that mock and jeer at tha 
Spirit-; and tell the Saints in ſcorn and deriſios Fe 
thar they pray by the Spuit, and ſpeak by the f it 
2 why what will become of you, and 'whavY 6 
o you think of your ſelves ? if you have not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, the Apoſtle ſ ich, you a 
nous of his, Go home therefore and conſider 
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What havel done in reproaching men for pray- 
ing, and prophecying in the Spirir?if I my ſelf 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, I am none of his; 
and you that mock ſo at che Spirit, do you think 
you have yet reccived the Spirit. | 

# ere. But how ſhall 1 know whicher I have 
the Spirit of Chiſt? 

eAnſw. 1. If thou haſt the Spirit of Chriſt 
| thou art cheoughly convinc'c of fin by that Spi- 
rit ; for that Spirit convinceth of ſin; O thou 
that kaft the Spirit of Chriſt, haſt not chqu been 
tonvinc't of thy own ſinfulneſs and wtetched- 
neſs, and ſaw thy great need of Chriſt, and thy 
undone condition without him ? therefore you 
that ſee not your undone condition without 
Chriſt ,-that you are loſt if ye be 12 in 
him, you have not the Spirit, (70h. 16. 9.) 

2. If thou haſt the Spirit of Chriſt, thou 
ſeeſt thine own right to be but menſtraous rags; 
md that Lord Chriſt is the Lord our righte- 
ouſneſs, ( Joh 16. 9.) Therefore thou that art 
of the Law. and goeſt about to eſtabliſh thy own. 
| right, and doſt not ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
ef God by faith, thou baſt not this Spirit of 
I Chriſt : for as be faith, That Spirit (hall con- 
"4 nivce of righteouſneſs, that is to ſay , (ball pre- 
ene bis righreouſnefs as char which is the onely 
*Itphreouſneſs, 

3. If thou haſt the Spirit of Chtiſt, thou art 
ae ( Row- 25. 16,) therefore the Spirit 
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of Chriſt is called the ſpirir of holineſs,and the | n 
ſpirit of judgement and of burning: un burns | | 
eth up che chorns of the fleſh, and therefore | a 
holineſs is ſet out in the — nen in | at 
che Spirit, 11 

4. If thou haſt the ſpirit of Christ, thou art | f 
acquainted with the Lord Jeſus, by that Spirit, | in 
as Chriſt faith; My ſpirit ſhall take of mine, and | of 
ſhewir'unto you: the ſpirit taketh Chriſts love, | jo 
and ſheweth it unro/us : it taketh of Chriſts | pe 
beauty, and ſheweth it unto us: it raketh of | C 
Chriſts fulaeſe, and ſheweth it unto us. And] G 
thus choſe char have” the Spirit of Chriſt come V 
to be xcquainced wich Chriſt. * | 

Nowy of all the ways to know whether wie the 
are” Cry we may ſay of this laſt as Davilſ fee 
ſit of Fele, ſword, there is none to that. 

Die 1. 0 

Do ſo many glorious Priviledges 28 we hare 
(h:wn, belong to chem that are Chtiſts ? ( 
then, by all choſe characters we have given yc 
eximine whe het you be Chriſts. The Apof 
doth not ſay, If you be profeſſors, then ate you 
Abrahams ſeed, and heirs accordirig to thiitth, 
promiſe : neither doth he ſay that thoſe that aH 
of ſuch a judgem nt, are the heirs : but ſaith 
if ye be Chrilts, if ye be his children, if ye be il 
| Spoules, his brerhren, his people, then are yo 
the children of faithful Abraham, 2 
© Cording che co promiſe ; and if you 'cxamir 
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may be inſtead of being ' Chriſts, y ou will find 
that you have been the devils, and your own, 
and the worlds all your days, and not Chriſts : 

and though you enjoy ſo much honour, riches 
and pleaſures in the world; and with Dives 
fre deliciouſly every day > if this did but (ink 
into your hearts to conſider that you are none 
| | of Chriſts, this would caſt z damp upon all your 
| llity in this world ; yer, if there were no Hell, 

$ | you would be miſerable in that you are none of 
f} Chriſts, in that you belong not to the Lord of 
Glory; and upon examining by thoſe rules that 
ewe have ſee down, ſome of you may find, that 
| inftead of being Chriſts children, you have been 
e| the! devils children; as Chriſt told the Phar- 
id] fees : faith he, Ve ate of your father t vil, 
ind his works you do: and inſtead 'be- 
mg Chriſts ſervants, you are the devils ſervants, 
md do his will, and not Chr ts: and do his 
Ol works, and not ' Chriſts : may not the Lord ſay 
to many of you, as P/al. 95. that you are a 
Kobe that do err in your hearts, and have 
bot | panty his wayes ? as the Apoſtle complain- 
„The way of peace, which is Chriſt, they 
ve not known : you have known the de- 
ils ways: O but did you ever: yet know the 
mays of Chriſt, whoſe wayes are way es of plex. 
incneſs, and all his paths are peace ? Ibeſeech 
du conſider theſe things; and the Lord let you 
#the condition chat vou are inʒ and O that the 
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Lord would pluck you as firebrands out of the 
fite. Uſe 2. | 
Is it fo, that all divine priviledges, Heaven 
and happineſs , belong to them that are 
Chriſts, and to them onely ? then this Doctrine 
I know will greatly offend thoſe that are natu- 
rally prophane , and thoſe who are of the Law, 
that notwithſtanding all cheir good meaning 
and performances, they ſhall not be heirs: bu 
you will certainly find it true another day;and 
O chat now you might no longer build | upon 
the ſands of your own Righteouſneſs, but that 
you may be ſet upon that Rock that is higher 
then you, that you may build upon that Rock 
of 18075 that glorious and ſure foundation the 
dJefos ; but do you think by your good 
mes and broken petfotmances, to be heirs 
of the kingdom? hit did the Lord | eſus ſay to 
the Pharilees ? publicans, and hariots (hall yi 
ter into the kingdom of God before — 
know this will grievoufly offend you, aud io- 
cenſe you; and indeed as Luther (aid, co pres 
the Goſpel arighr,is the way for a man to brit 
upon bimfclf the ſuty and madneſs of the workdy jb 
but ſaith be, if the world ſnould not be offen@ 
ed with me, I ſhould be offended with 
world, Uſe 3. 
Of advice and councel to them that 
Chiiſts. Oyouthat ate Cheiſts childrep,be of 
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For your ſelves in the world ; you have a Father 

| that knoweth your wants, that will provide for 

von; O do not ſet your affections on things 

below; you are heirs of glory, you have in Het- 

yen an enduring ſubſtance ; you that ate Chriſts 

Speuſes, be ſubjeR to him in every thing; il ye 

be Chrifts ſheep, follow bim ;if ye be Chrilts 

ſervants, do the things which he faith ; Lay out 

your {elves wholly for Chriſt, you are not 185 

own, If ye be Chriſts boaſe, let the Lord Je- 

{us rule in you ; we ſhewed you that the Saints 

were Chrifts houſe ; now as it was decreed by 

that King, Eſth l. ult. that every man ſhould bear 

rule in his own houſe ; O let not the devil be 

| rule, nor any luſt bear rule in you, but kt Chri 

|| bear rule in his own houſe : yeare Chtiſts, his 
| own houſe : and is it not lawful for a man to do 

| what be will with his own ? ſaith Chriſt. O be 
p 

| 
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you willing to be at Chriſts diſpoſe in every 
thing, and let Chriſt do what he will with you 


-j and in you. 
| Uſe 4. 


] 

By all that hath been ſaid, I bope you that 
be been hicherro enemies of Chriſt, oppoſert 
of him and his ways, that even you are now 
willing to be Chrifts, and ſay O chat 1 may be 
+ Chriſts}the Lord] eſus giveth you incouragement 
fayinzy, Whoſoever cometh to me, I will in no 
E wiſe caſt out: whatſoever thou art come to Chrilt 
and thou ſhale be welcome: the arms of Chriſt 
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are wide open to receive poor ſinners; and what 
happy men and women will you be, if you be 
Chriſts ? and why may you not yet be Chriſt, 
and ſo Abrahams ſeed, and heirs according to 
the.promile ? as the Lord Jeſus ſaid, God is able 
of theſe ſtones to raiſe up children unto Abra- 
ham; though at preſent you have never ſuch ſto- 
ny hearts, yet the Lord is able to break your 
ſtony flinty hearts upon the ſoft pillow of free- 
grace : and ſo to make you Chriſt his children 
and ſo the children of faithful + Abrabars : and 
though you are not yer Chriſts people, yet what 
faich, the Lord ? I have called them my people 
which were not my people; O that theſe dry 
bones may live; O that your eys might be open- 
ed, that the god of this world might no longet 
blinde your eyes, bur that the light of the glory 
of God, that ſhineth if the fzce of j eſus Chriſt, 
might ſhine into your hearts. 
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Act. 13.48. 

And when the Gentiles beard this they were glad, 
and glorified the word of the Lord; and as 
many as Were ordained to eternal life le- 

 lieved. ” 


Ou have in this chapter, Paul pr 
5 forgiveneſs of ſins by Jeſus Chrift, aſſur 
che people, chat whoſoever believe on him, (ha 
| be juftified from all that they could not be julti- 
bee by the Law of Moſes; all that believe, _ 
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Jew or Gemile; here he holdeth forth the 
righ:eonſneſs of God, which is by faith of Teſts 
Chtilt co be unto all and upon all them that 
believe, and ſhe weth them that Chriſt is ſet to 
be a light of the Gentiles, that he ſhould be for 
ſalvation to the ends of the earth: now many 
of the Jews ſpake againſt thoſe things which 
were ſpoken by Paul, contradifting and blaſ- 
rome, and put away this Doctrine of Grace; 
ut when the Gentiles heard this, they gtorified 
the word of the Lord and though ſo many de- 
ſpiſed, rejected, and fer Chriſt at nought, yet 
faith be, 23 many as were ordained to eternal 
life belieyed;thoſe among chem that belonged 
to iche eKtion af Grace, the Lord gave them 
Fatth;--overcame their hearts to believe on his 
dear ſon; tte word that is tranſlated Ordained, 
is 78/494 yo it ſignifieth choſen, appointed, or- 
duained; ſome would tranſlate the words, as ma- 
ny as were ficted and diſpoſed in themſelves for 

. grepnal life, believed; bur what ap abſurd thing 
t+ this ? for then it would follow, that men were 
Gree for etetnal life before they believed, when 
as Chtiſt {-i h He that believech on the ſon, } 
hath everi-{ting life. 4 
Dactriae 1. That the God of all Grace, F 
Who'e conncel ſhailſtand , and who will do at 
pour our of meer Grace, bath abſolute- 9 


1. 


ordsided, choſen, and appointed a ecftainge 
number of poor bnners unto eternal life 
—_— ' | | 2 C 
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Doct. 2. That though ſo many deſpiſe and 
ſlighe Chriſt ;yer thoſe who are ordained, cho- 
ſen, and appointed unto eternal life, (hall cer- 
tainly believe through Grace; the Lord will give 
them Faith, 

We begin with the firſt of theſe DoQtrines 
for the opening of which, according to the 
meaſure of the gift of Chrift we (ball 12 

I, Shew you how this ordaining and choſing 
unto eternal life is held forth in the Scri- 


es. 

I, Its held forth to be from all eternity; this 
chooſing is not in * - we love him becauſe he 
firſt loved us, Ephel. 1.4. Who TE. 775 
bath choſen us in him before t he n . 
foundation of thi World, that etiam ab eterno nom | 


is roſay, we who now believe !overit argue wolu- 
in Chriſt, were choſen in 57%. . race 
him from all ere ſo 


Rom. 9. 11, 12, 13. Before the children were yet 
born, neither had done good or evil, that the 
pur poſe of God accordiug to Election might 
ſtand , not of works, but of him that calleth, 


Jacob have I loved, and Eſan have I hated; 
let not Chriſtians think chat God did not ore 


dain them co eternal life before they believed; 


p O be loved you with a Jacob . love from all EtEr- 


nityyas:2 Tum. 19. before the world began: And 
faith Zeb concerning God, he is of one minde, 
and who can cura him ? and ſaith he performy- _. 


140 Election before the 
eth the thing that is appointed for me; God is 
not of one mind in time, and in another from | wh 
eternity, but of one minde. (706 23. 14. ) ere 
2. The Lords ordaining a certain number to | his 
eternal life, was not out of a foteſight of their | ; 
faith and good works, Ephe/: 4. 4: he choſe us | for 
that we ſhould be holy, not chat he foreſaw we | wh 
of our ſelves would be more holy and better | fay 
then others: but that we ſhould be holy and | cer 
without blame before him in love: and there- | dai 
fore this is no Docttine that will make men de- | Ap 
ſpair ,zs the Papiſts imagine, and theBy-ſhops of | bet 
iniquity in former times, who therefore forbad' | in 
any to preach Election from all eternity: but I | che 
ſay its no Doctrine to make men deſpair ; for | jufi 
though they atipre ſent hᷣg wicked and prophane, | Ge 
yet ſeeing the Lord hath not elected any for | nal 
any deſerts in themſely@, but hath loved chem | far 
freely, they have no cauſe” ro deſpair that they . 
belong not to the Election of Grace : there. |; 
fore Ephe/.1. 5. faith the Apoſtle, Having pre- pla 
Aeſtinated ur tothe adoption of children by peſus | car 
( briſt, according to the good plealnre of his will- (7 
J, tha:s the reaion why the Lord hath ordaine& 
any of you to eternal life: not for any deſett in 
you above others, but it was the fathers plesſure 
to give you a kingdom; the Lord was fred eithet Þ us, 
to ordain you to eternal life, or to UamnſFiout'Þ his 
but it was his pleaſure, the good pleaſure of his uU. 
will : when che Lord from all eternity had all;Þ fur 
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the ſons of men in his eye, he had mercy upon 
whom he would have mercy, and ordered our 
eternal conditions according to the councel of 
his own will. 

3. God hath ordained Jeſus Chriſt his dear 
ſon to be the way and means by which thoſe 
whom he hath ordained to eternal life (hall be 
ſaved, and by no other means; therefore a 
certain number are ſaid in the Text to be or- 
dained unto eternal life; ſo the Lord Jeſus,the 
Apoftle faith, 1 Per. 1. 20. was fore-ordained 
before the foundation of the world; hence 
in that place named before, we are laid to be 
choſen in him who hath ſuffered for our ſins, the 
juſt for the unjuſt, that ht bring us to 
Godzhe was ordained tc us to that eter- 
nal life, unto which we Were ordained by the 
father, bence alſo . Apoſtle ſay, the gift 

of God: is eternal li ough Jeſus Chriſt our 

d, ( Rom. 6, kk ) and faith he jin — 
— In hope of eternal life, which God that 
cannot lye promiſed before the world began, 
(Tie. 1. 2. 2 Tins, 19. this eternal life was pro- 
{miſed to Chrift as the head of that body the 
+ Church, for whom he was to die; and in ano- 
F ther place faith he, Who bath ſaved and called 
u, not according to Gur works, but according to 
b bis own purpole and grace, which was given 
b uo in Chriſt Je ſus before the world began ; and 
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but to obtain falyarion by our Lord Jeſas © that | 
eternal life, that the Lord hath ordained or ap- 
pointed any of us to, he hath ordained and ap- 
pointed us to obtain by Jefus Chriſt ; theres 
fore the Scripture teſſeth us how he hath Laid 
help npon one that is mighty, and laid our ini 
ties upon Chriſt , and chat by his ſtripes we are 
heal 

4. Thoſe who are thus ordained unte eter» 
nal life, are through the blood of Chrilt w 
cleanſerh them from all ſin, as righteous 18 
God us if they had never finned : wyy all }F 
their ſins forgiven them for his names fake; who 
hath born the chaſtilement of their peace: 
faith the ApoſtlezgFF p Can lay any thing t * 
charge of oi H het is , thoſe whom be : 
hath ordained unto ete n {life : for faichhe, Its 
God that juſtifieth: its Wo that hath died, yea | ® 
rather that is riſen 28mm, (Rom. 8. 5 br 
Tbongh your fins are more then the bai 
your head, yet yorrare juſtified freely by Grate 2 5 

thros oh the rede mption which is in JeſusChriſt 
= the thi can lay nothing? toyoar charge: fot 
\., Ctr} is the end of the Law for rigdteculness 
nud hath taken away the curſe of the ban 
b iag made a curſe for you. | 

5. Its impoſſible for the Ele and thoſe t 
are ordained unto eternal life robewatly m | 

ceived in thoſe things that are neceſſi 


e falvarivn : bur they are preſerved to thi 
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aeavenly kingdom, unto which they were or- 
dained, and are kept by the mighty power of 
God through faich unto ſa lva cion, (1 Pet. 1, 5. 
and therefore in that 24 of Matthem, Chiift 
having told them, v. 5. that many ſhould come 
in his name, and ſay I am Chriſt, and deceive 
many, faith, v. 24. that the falſe Chriſts and 
falſe Prophets (ball (hew great ſigus and won- 
ders, in ſo much that if is were poſſible they 
| deceive even the very Ele : Mark, if ic 

ere poſſible; but as if Chriſt bad ſaid, th 
Tpany (ball be deceived by theſe falſe Prophets, 
2nd (hall follow their pernicious ways, yet ix 

| impoſſible for the Elect, thoſe whom my Fa- 
{ther hach ordained to eternal. hie, ro be decei- 
id by them; for though the Elect may err in 
[things of leſs concernment, yet the Spirit of 
| Chcift will lead chem into all cruth-char is neceſ- 
e, that is eſſential to 2 Chriſtian ;.and we 
{haves notable Text toleleer this further, it 
i. 2. 17.18.19. The Apoſtle having ſpokem 
Je Hymenens and Philetas how their words did 
ac as a Canker, and that had overthrown the -* 
Faith of ſome, perſwadigg them that the Reſur- 
zeR on was paſt already; Nevertheleſs ſaith be, 
be Foundation of God ftandeth ſur', having this 

J, the Lord knoweth them that are his: as il the 
$4poſtle had ſaid, Hymeneus and Philet as may de- 
reive many and may draw many Diſciplet 
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the Lord knoweth them that ate his, he know - 
eth whom he hath choſen and ordained unte 
eternal life; and let Hymencus and Philetas,and | 
all the devils in hell do what they can, they 
cinnot pluck any of chem out of his hands: 
the policy of che devil, and all che wit of the 
greatelt Scholars in the world cannot deceive 
che weakeſt Chriſtian totally and finally in 1 
point neceſſary to ſalvation. 

6. Thoſe: whom the Lord hath ordained 
to eternal life, he hath a5 well ordained che is. 
to the means as to the end; that is to ſay , Toh 
faith in che Lord Jeſus , effeRoal calling and 
perſeverance ; hence che Apoſtle ſpeakerh of I 
out being called according to his purpoſe, Rom. 8. 
28. So that it was not onely the purpoſe of 
God to give us eternal life, but alſo it. was his || 
purpoſe alſo to give us faith in his Son, ro cult 
us out of darkneſs into marvellous light, and ſo 
to make us meet for the inheritance of t 
Saints in light, Jer. 3 1.3. I have loved thee with} 
an everlaſting love; therefore with my 0 
ving-kindneis have [ drawn thee;no man com 
to Chriſt but he hom; the Father dtrawethęu 
be draweth all thoſe ro Chriſt whom he hat 
thus loved with an everlaſting love, and thus 
ordained unto erernallife : and cherefore fa 


: the Apoſile, whom he hath predeſtinatcd,rhgh 
K's 2 alſo called. 


6 Ha wark 90. for good 


| them that [oveGod who are theealled —— to 
is bis parpoſe( Rom 8.28 2 Cor. uit.) all thi 
ill their ſufferings and afffiction as the A 
nith, Our light afflictions that ate but for a mo- 
nent, work for us a far, more exceeding and 
eternal weight of Glory; all cheir temptati- 
ons, poverty, ſickneſs, diſgrace in this world, all 
I work together for cheir good; all their loſſes, 
croſſes ; chat when they ſhall ſee another day 
»w the Lord rurned thoſe evils 20: good; they |! 
all ſee and ſay, they could not hate bern with | | 
16 any of them : and though theꝝ date not ſiag 
last Grace may abound , yet they ſee that theit 
1s make them walk more humbly with God, | 
[make Chrift more precious to them, and death . 
t ſelf worketh good. ro them : ſor thereby 
y come to that eternal ite and into 
ch the Lord u them, and ordained: | 
they come relt, for the people of 
land before his face for ever! 
oſe whom the Lord hath o 
nal life, can never fall aw y, hall ney 
hoally. and rotallyforlaken; G i | 
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, ſo he loveth them to . 
fs and calling now's 
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our many weakneſſes and failings, ire not con- 
Semeleleftus ſumed ; once choſen in Chriſt, we 
ſemper dile- are always beloved; the Lord knew 
Aut. from all eternity, all the ſins that 
aver we ſhould commit; and yet he ſet his heart | e. 
and love upon us, and ordained us unto eternal ſrt 
life, unto which all the EleR are as ſure to be [uy 
brought as if they were "there already : I know för 
this doctrin is very much diſtaſted by the world [he 
and it was one of the Articles which the bloody|tt 
Book of Papiſts laid to that famous Martyr oly{efo 
Marryrs Hau, whom they put to death, Tha G0 
Pag-225, the predeſtinate cannot fall from grace; |#he 
for they have a certain radical grace rooted in ſe o 
them, although they may be deprived of theſad 
abtndance of Grace, and the vigour and com filo 
fort of Grace for x time; perſeverance in Gragſat 
js che fruit of electing love: and whom the Lod tb 
hark ordained unto eterngaſ ſife, he will give umd 
to them eternal life, and they (hall never peri 
geither any be able to pluck them out of will 
hands; they (hall doc totally and finally departs 
from bim, and ſo periſh, (Joh. 10. 8. Ter. 3 
dut be will put his fear into their heatts, th 
teh hall never depart from him; apd all 
dies in hell hall not be able to pull them oe 
of dhe beg $65 the Father, who is greater tbq 
e was chem falt in che arms of free; gr 1 
kergares: of hell not prevail 4 
edi Monnt- Sion hi 
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en generation ſhall not be moved, but are pre- | 
erved to the heavenly kingdom. 

Object. 1. This Doctrine, will ſome ſay, will 
make men licentious, and live as they liſt. 
An. The Lords abſolute ordaining of a 
{artain number to eternal life, can no way make 
my of them who are fo ordained,to take liberty 
[for fin; for all the choſen generation are led b 
| he Spirit of God, which is the Spitit of hol. 
gels, and they know they were created in Chxiſt 
li ſus unto good works, ( Eph. 2. 10.) which. 
20d before ordained they ſhould walk in them: 
leben the Lord ordained them to eternal life, 
lf e ordained them to holineſs and good wor 
d did predeftinate them, as to eternal life, 
4 10 to be conformable to the image of his * 9 
t as they have born the image of the earthly, _ 
uh they may bear the image of the heaven ß; 
d therefore all that are thus ordained unto 
ternal life, ſhall put on the neu man, hit 
er the image of God is created in rightec 
hand true holineſs : and therefore Arguments 
om hell and wrath, de not work ſo much — 3 
this choſen generation, to . rn" 
ning, bur cheir being 3 fonts, 
der the power and . 
1050.2. But ſeeing 
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V ut thou that reylieſt againſt God?(hall th in 
thing formed ſay to him that formed it, ung an 
halt chou made me thus? ( Rom. 9.) Is thett] bie 
any unrighceonſneſs with God ? God forbidi]kee 
we allow the ſons of men to make choice ol h 
whom they will for their ſervants, and refuſe]tho 
others: and ro make choyce of whom they will nat 
for cheir friends, heirs ; and yer vain man will bav 
ſearce allow the great God of heaven and earth yed 
to chooſe whom he will for for his ſerifand 
, frichds, heirs, and to refuſe others: bi find 
be doth whatſoever be will, and giveth no #&[whi 
count of his matters. will 

"The uſe chat may be made of this DoQtine. | 
1. Its of ule to the Saints, to keep them hum - we 
ble zu co exclude bosſting: O fer him th fade 
£ glorieth, glory in the Lord. When a Saint (hallſthe 

50 „ | was in the Lords hands, as clay in the 
hind "of | "rhe Potter: I was at his diſpoſe to ier 

Ki ther I ſhouſd be for ever ſent taſbo 
| whe weeping,and wailing,and gnaſh v 
ine ; of teeth, or enjoy his preſence for ewe 
Ka e is fulneſs of Joy : I Was as ſinful as any, #8 'T 
"rb lies a iny*;the Lord ſaw g more worth 

rf 1 I det 0 any others ; and thetefore, O whatfſer 
b 1 40 le low before him; | have not od 
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Im Almighty power of free-grace! t | 

end I was turned. O the unſearchablexi * 
Ibis Grace ! as Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciph 

keep them humble, ye have not choſen me, — 
I have choſen you; and may 2 believer ſay, 
elthough now I am made 2 partaker of the divine 
(nature, and have Chriſt formed in me, and 
Ave much of God 'n me +: yet the Lo. 
ed me freely, even, when T was in my blood 
find filchineſs, and bad no beauty in me 
ind all the graces that I have, are the e 
obich he hath put upon me; it was nor my 
willing or running,but God that ſhewed: nercy. 
Uſe 2. It may be of uſe to the Saints under 
veakneſſes and corruptions, Lord thou knewelt 

ben thou ordainedſt me unto eternal life "4 
| the fins that ever I ſhould commit; thou knewell 
ow little Glory thou ſhopldt have by me an 
7 fer thou didſt choſe me to life and glory: Om 

Pod, thou haſt loved me freely, and thoug 
ave for many weakneſſes and failings yer hor 
Nit not caſt me off. ; 
ts 3, This Docttine lets us (ee the freenels Fi 
Orac. O that when God had all the ſons t 
Nen in his view , and ſaw them all in a lo 
odone condition, that he ſhould ordain this r 
1 unto eternal life | 8 raviſh _ 
memouring , aſtoniſhing grace wis.this FI * - 
tha ou = 1 wity 
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od. ſhould remember me in my own eſtate . 
and bring meunto this glory | What, ads led 
ſuch a ſinſul creature as I am to eternal life, tol to 
ſtand before his face for ever, and be ever with 
the Lord ? O that we could now ſee this choſing Go 
love in the heights, and depths , and breadth bin 
and lengths of it; it would appear wonder ©*© 
% us, it would make us cry out, O that Goll * © 
Mo might juſtly, have ordained me co hell} Pot 
h and eternal death, that ever he (houl( 
Has in me to eternal life. | I for 
le. 4. This is matter of ſtrong conſolatian and 
Mes the Saints, as: Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples be: 
Keſoyce f chat your names are written in tf ein 


Book of life, (Lale 10, 20. )One that bath tt ligb 
geg and exp-rienc'c the ſtrong conſolation thaſ on 
Seth from the knowledge of chooſing- lou 

Woh not fog .1ooco worlds be one of choſd nun 


bat have no part nor intereſt in that choice; a 
howeyer many flight this ordaining to etergi I. 1 
life from all eternity, and the Lords writing o 1 
nzmes ig che book: of life from all eternity, ne 
F aun, AN ary, Thomas ; yer the time is comin to 
when whoever is got found written in the bo cr 
lie, hall be caſt into the l ake of ficgę. Rev. Ape 

and for that holy City, the new fer sſalgf 


cre. thall in no wile enter r th © 
r th b 

Mich. 
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Uſe. 5. You that know you are of this bleſ- 
ſed number, O that you may walk anſwetably 
to the great love of God towards you ! O how 
ſhould this make you lay out your ſelves for 
God and be willing to ſpend and be ſpent for 
bim / O ſay, hath the Lord ordained me unto 
eternal life, and ſhall not I be williog,if his glo- 
ty call for it, be willing to part with this tem- 
poral life for him ? as the Martyr ſaid, Welcome 

the Croſs of Chriſt , welcome eternal life; and 
for holineſs,you who are the choſen generation 
and the royal Prieſthood, (1Per,2,9.)you mult 
de a peculiar people, you muſt deny all ungodli- 
neſs and worldly lufts, that you may ſhine us 
ligbts in the world, being holy and harmleſs, 
ſans of God, 189 
Uſe. 6. If it be ſo that there ate 3 certain 
number of poor finners ordained to etenaFlife 
and glory; why then as the Apoſtle faith, 2 Pex, 
I. 11. Give diligence to make your calling and 
Eleftion ſure, that is to ſay, make ſure that᷑ you 
are elected by your being called out of darkneſs 
into maryellous light ; thus we know our Ele- 
Rion;for whom he hath predeſtinated, ſaith the 


ny are there here amongſt us, that live wit 
God in the world, and without Chriſt: 
world? but if you belong to the null 
choſen generation, the Lord willcall 
the fellowſhip of his ſon Jeſus Chil 
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Apoſtle, them he hath alſo called; O how ma- 


” 205 «  Elefion before the 
Quere. Why doth the Lord ſuffer ſome cho- 
ſen veſſels, ſuch as Paul was, to go on 20, 30, it 
may be 40 yeers ſometimes befor: he call them? 
Anſ. 1. If I ſhould give no other anſwer to 
this, then that the Lord ſuffereth them to go on 
in their natural condition thus for a great while, 
becauſe it ſeemeth good in his ſight, it were 
ſufficient. 
Anf 2, But ſecondly, the Lord hereby lets poor 
creatures ſee the freeneſs and fulneſs of grace. 
1. The freeneſs of Grace, that the Lord 
mould fave and call poor ſinners that went on 
many yeers in their ignorance, prophaneſs, ſins 
and _rehellions againſt him; and the freeneſs of 
Grace, that the Lord ſhould call a ſinner that 
hath been a rebel againſt him ſo 'ong: 
2. The fulneſs of Grace ; Hence ſaith the A- 
poſtle Faul, I who was a blaſphemer, an injuri- 
dus perſon, I obtained mercy, and the Grace of 


God was exceeding abundant (I Tim. 1.13. 14) 


Mark, the Grace of God was not onely abun- 
dant but exceeding abundant : aul was an e- 


lect veſſeſ and yet went on many. yeers in bis 
fins and tebellions againſt God; and now for 


God to call ſuch a great ſinner, here was Grace 
exceeding abundant: this ſheweth a free Chri 
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moſt for the plory of his free love to them. and 
in that time they ſhall certainly be converted; 
for he that hath determined at ſuch a time to 
call us, is able to do it. 
eAnſw. 4. That others may have encou- 
ragement to come to Chriſt,ſuch a one as Paul, 
and Nicodemus, and many others, though they 
live many years in a natural condition, yet 
were called, though at the ninth, tenth , or 
eleventh hour : and Lord, I waitupon thee to 
call me: and ſpeak Lord, for I deſire to hear 
voice: and Paul ſaith, that Jeſus Chriſt ſhew 
forth all long-ſuffering in him for a pattern to 
them who ſhould afterwards believe on him un- 
to life everlaſting. 1 Tim. 1. 16. 9 
Now to make an end of this firſt point, I ill 
preſs home this exhortation, to make your cal- 
ling and Election ſure, O conſider this day he- 
ther you be effectually called; hath the found 
of the everlaſting Goſpel awakened you ? have 
| you heard the voice ofthe fon God? ſee 
2 Theſ. 1. 4, 5. Knowing brethren, Beloved,you 
Election oſ God: for our, Goſpel came not un- 
co you in word onely, but alſo in power and in 
4 che Holy- Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance; this is 
an evidence of your Election of God. that he 
bath ordained you unto eternal life: when as 
+ the,Goſpel of Chriſt cometh in hg: Wer 
the ſpirit of Chriſt into your hearts, t the 
| preaching of he Goſpel openeth the everliſi- _ 
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ing doors of your hearts for the Lord Jeſus the 
King of Glory to enter in, and to dwell in your 
hearrs by Faith; this I fay is a certain evidence 
of your bein ordained unto eternal life ; but if 
our Goſpel be hid, its hid to them that are loſt, 

I know you cannot all believe and receive this 
Doctrine which I have preacht to you this day ; 
but as Chriſt ſaid he that is able to receive it, let 
him receive it, & lay up theſe ſayings in his heart, 
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- O06/.2." T Hat though many deſpiſe and reject 
5 the Lord j eſusChriſt;yet thoſe whom 
che Lord hath ordained to eternil life, (hall cer- 
Fainly believe on Chriſt ; che Lord will give 
them Faith. | 
=Merhinks the naming of this Doctrine from 
. the Text taketh away that paſſionate objection 
T ſome againſt Election of a certain number 
to life aud glory from all eternity ; their | 
_ ObjeEion is, If 6. be ſuch an abſolute ordi-⸗- 
. pation of a certain number to eternal life, what F. 
need the Goſ pel be preach'd? they ſhall certain-⸗- 
a This Text furniſherh us with a full 
MEE: wo for this is cleer from ir, that thoſs 
he Ltd bath ordained to eternal life, 

that —＋ Rough alſo appointed them to believe ou 
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2 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; uo the preaching of the Y. 
— list ordinary way that God ae Ne 
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ordsined 2 certaii number of p« 
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creatures to eternal life; He hath appointed that 
theſe (hall believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

Faith cometh by bearing, as the Apoſtle ſairh, 
How ſhall they believe on him of whom they | 
have not heard ? and how ſhall they hear witbh⸗ 
out a preacher ? R. 10, * of 

Two conſiderations mightily cſtabliſh the ſpi- 
rits of thoſe that preach the Goſpel. . 1 
1. That though many deſpiſe and reject the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, yet as the Prophet //aiab | 
Yer ſhall I be glorious in the eyes ot the Lara; 1 
and faith he, My Judgement is with the Lord, 
and my work is with my God. -: 1 
2. That as many as are ordained to eter- 
nal life, ſhall believe on Chriſt ; for as it Was 
hete, ſo will it be unto the end of che world thae 
in every Family, Town, City, Nation, as man ? 
as ate ordained to eternal life, che Lord will gw Ce 

4 .chem Faithzand although the precions word to . 

FT many of you is as wa ſpilt upon the ground, | 

and you pro fit no more then the ſeats you fit or, | 

vet this beareth up my ſpirit, Rom. 1 1. 7. Ihe 

Election hath obtained, though the reſt are 

| blinded and hardned ; and therefore faith 

+ Chriſt to the Phariſees, Joh. 10,25 -26,ye believe 

not becauſe ye ate not of my ſheep; but faith be, 

+., My ſheep hear my voice, and becauſe they only 
eve on Chriſt , therefore true Faith is called || 

Lit ods Elect, 1 Pet. 1.1. 1 
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156 The FaithofGod: Ele, What it i. 
Its to receive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt the King 
of glory into our hearts, and to reft and relye 

upon him, and upon him onely, for life and for 
ſalvation. 

"2, Explanation, It is to receive the Lord Jeſus 
. Chriſt] Thus Chriſt deſcriberh Faith, Job. 1. 11, 
” 12. To as many as received him, to them gave 

he power to become the ſons of God, even to 
as many as believed on his Name: ſo that to be- 
heve on his Name is to receive him; it is not a 


105 of this or that opinion or Notion of 
iſt. 
ri 


« ut there is in believing a receiving of 
| himſelf; the everlaſting doors which were 
_bolted and lockt againſt Chriſt, are ſer open, 
that he the King of glory may come. and en- 
- terin; hence ſaith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Exa- 
mine your ſelves whether ye be in the Faith or 
* no; know ye not your ſelves how that Jefus 
 Chrift is in you, except he be reprobates ? there 
the Apoſtle maketh being in the Faith, and Ieſus | 
Chriſts being in us, all one. * 
2. Futher, it is a receiving of the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift the King of Glory} At Converſion a 
ſoul receiveth Jeſus Chriſt as a King, to rule, 
reign and goyern in him, deſiring that C hrift } 
may ſubdue all things unto himſelf in the heart, 


0 


ver him, yet now he deſireth that all hi 
thoughts and imaginations ſhould be caſt do] n, 
and the Lord Jeſys Chriſt onely command and 


and though other Lords have had dominion. o- e 
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3. Further, it is a receiving of the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt the King of glory into our hearts; many 
feceive notions of C hriſt into their heads, and 
think they are ſome body; they can hold an Ar- 
gument, and can ſay, that leſus Chriſt died for 
all Adams poſterity, and fo for them, and think 
they have attained a great matter; Alas, the bed 
is too ſnort, this is covering too ſcant; O dot 
Ieſus Chriſt live in your hearts | Is Chriſt in you 


the hope of glory?If Chriſt be not in you-whilit ' | 
of glory for your. © | 


you live, there is no hope 
when you die;doth the Lord Ieſus dwell in your 


hearts by Faith?as the Apoſtles phraſe is, Eph. 


3.17. Can you ſay with the Apoſtle Paul, I live 
yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; that you d 


: 


not ſo much live and act, as Chriſt lives and 2 
in you, and that the life that you live in 
VE 


fleſh, is by the Faith of the ſon of God. 


4. Further, its to reſt, relie, and truſt ut 


che Lord leſus, and to him onely for ſalvatich : 
not truſting to Chrift and your works together: 
but looking upon our ſelves as the greateſt of 
ſinners, and all our own righteouſneſs but men- 
ſtruous rags,and ſo count all things but loſs and 
dung that we may win Chriſt, and be found in 
him not having on us our own righteouſneſs ac- 
| cording'to the Law, but that which is by the 
Fsith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is Of 
God by Faith. (Phi/ip.3. 8, 9.) ſo that thoſe 
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158 The Faith of Gods EleR, what it il. 
neſs, believe not on Chriſt, ſubmitting not to 
the righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith: 
and yet theſe will needs be called Chriftians, like 
that 7/2. 4. 1. In that day ſeven women ſhall 
take hold of one man, ſaying, We will eat our 
ewn bread, and wear our own apparel, onely 
let us be called by thy name, to take away our 
reproach : ſo many would be named by Chriſts 
name, co take away their reproach:but they will 
eat their own bread, live upon their own righ- 
teouineſs : and wear their own apparel : they 
will be found in their own righteouſneſs : but 
theſe are not the Spouſes of Teſus Chrift, theſe 
are not true believers; there muſt be an un- 
cloathiog and ſtripping of our ſelves naked, that 
de may be cloathed upon with the Robes of 
Opriſts righteouſneſs; a true believer is nothing 
| inkhimſelf, and all in Chriſt, Now of this Faith 
there are ſeveral degrees. 

1. Little Faith, as Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, 


| O yeof little Faith; indeed it may be ſaid to 
moſt of us chat are Chriſtians, O ye of little 


Faith,and licele love, and little ſtrength ; we are; 
bur as the ſmoaking flax and as the bruiſed Reed. | to 
Noms. . 1 9.) yet if our Faich be true, though it I of 
e little, our fed for he with whom to 
wn have to do will not quench the ſmoakigg 
flax, nor break the bruifed Reed : a little Haie i 
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mourning without the Son: and when at the 
beſt, cry out, Lord, l believe, help my unbelief ; 
nad though ſue h bave not ſo much comfort as 
others, yet their condition is as ſafe ; Ieſus Chrift | 
faith, He that believeth on the Son, hath e ver- 
laſting life,( 7ob.3. alt.) He doth not ſay, he one: 
ly that knoweth, he that believeth and hath a 
ſtrong Faith, hath eternal life; but he that be- 
lieveth , thou chat haſt true Faith in the Lord ü 
Ieſus, though it be little, thou art as ſure of eter- 
nal life, as Pan / or the higheſt ſcholars in the | 
ſchool of Chriſt, though thou doſt not know it. 

2. Great Faith, as Chriſt ſaid to the woman, 
O woman, great is thy Faith; we are ſaid to 
bave great Faith, when we are not able to que- 
ſtion rhe love of God cowards us in afflitions, 
temptations, chaſtiſements; yea in our ſlips and 
backſlidings, ( Luk. 7. 9.) that even then, though 
we abhor our ſelves in duſt and aſhes for our 
| backſlidings,that yer we queſtion not the love of 

God to us; this (heweth us to have great Faith, 
| and ſtrong Faith. 

3. Degree of Faith is, when a ſoul attaineth 
to that which the Scripture calleth full aſſurance 
of Faith, Heb. 10. 22. A ſoul that hath attained 
to this degree of Faith, is more holy then other 
| Chciſtians, more dead to the world, and ſeldom 
is troubled with doubrings; all Chriſtians are to 
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| are to walk in the valleyof the ſhadow of deathFipe 
and this maketh them fear no evil, but fortifietWhyi 
their hearts againſt death, which is the King of fall 
rerrours; O how welcome and eaſie is death to 
ſuch!rhey are defirous to be diſſolved to be with 


Chriſt. ill 
I would ſpeak ſomething further to you con- [pov 
cerning Faith, oar 


As firſt, Thar it is the gift of God, its not a thing JofC 
in our own power; if without Chriſt we can do fol 
nothing, then not believe on Chriſt ; men tall 

great ſwelling words of the power of the cre. 
= ure; but whac ſaith the Scriprure? Eph. 1. 19, 20. ſope! 
And what is the exceeding greatneſs of his pou ſfor 
dr to us- ward who do believe accord ing to the [law 
working of his mighty power, which he wrought | 2. 
in Chrift when he raiſed him from the dead; you 
that have had true Faith wroupht in you, you | 
© know there was mighty power put forth in- Þ 
deed ; that falſe vain Faith which many have, 
2 wrought without this mighty power;but faith | 
7 15 e They (ball be a willing people in 
. of m power, (Pſal.1 10.3.) When il . et 
2 of Chyiſts power cometh,then we are mac 

hex, , willing to come to Chriſt 7; 1 
570, I have lovecᷣ thee th en eve 


5 Ph 
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Tipeakable love to thee, and therefore with my lo- 
ing kindneſs have I drawh thee; as a dead man, 
tall him, yet he ſtirrech not, he cometh not to 
4 we are naturally dead in treſpaſſes and fins; 

t a dead man may be drawn whither you 
will ; the Lord cometh, and with his Almighty 
power plucks us, aud draweth us as firebrands 
oat of the fire; Faith cherefore is called the work 
of God, not onely becauſe its the work that is 
moſt pleaſing , without which its impoſſible to 
pleaſe God; but likewiſe” becauſe it is of his 
working in us, and therefore called Faith of the 
-Joperation of God, Col. 2. 12. Its as hard a thing 
" us to believe the Goſpel, as ro keep the 

= | 

2. Thoſe to whom the Lord hath given true 
Rich, its impoſſible for them totally and finally 
to loſe that Faith; for as Jeſus Chriſt is the Au- 
thor, ſo is he the finiſher of out Faith, ( Heb. 
32. 2.) perfecting that which concerneth u. 


eſus Chriſt prayed for Peter, that his Faith might 
Poet fail, Luke 22. 32. and the Father alwayes + 
tacs him ; and for this cauſe they can never 
me to be unbelievers again; and indeed Faich 
kept 2s x ſpark in the midſt of the Sea, O what 
Wonder is it, that nocwithſtand.og all the fins 
d backſlidings of Saints, that yet allthe de- 
s in Hell cannot make us let go our hold on 
kriſt-; but they will ſay ic dark dayes und fad | 
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put my truſt in him, thus we are kept by che 
mighty power of God , through faith, unto ſ 5 
vation, that the Lord keeps them in a way % 


believing and dependance upon Chriſt, He that the 
hath began a good work in them, will perform a þ 
it to the day of Chriſt, Ph:l.1, 6. , 6: 
| Fe Faith is given to us upon. Chriſts account ſ 
and for his ſake ; as Phil. 1. 29. it is given to voie 
on the behalf of Chriſt to believe; it is thu "Y 


which Jeſus Chriſt bath purchaſed for all thok yor 
for whom he died, as well as remiſſion and fot- , 
givene is of ſins. | 20 

4. Faith its an excellent grace ; ſome call ia: 
the mother grace; our joy and ptace comſan 
eth in by believing, (Nom. 15 13.) we dasſi 
waters out of the wells of ſalvation with the 
Bucket of Faith; by faith alſo we have acceſs ſpe 
God with a holy boldneſs ; we come to hid, 
(Eph. 3. 12.) 28 a child to his Father, yea u 
live by the Faith of the Son of God; /yea with! 
do wonderful things by faith, as we read in H 
11. of thoſe who through faith ſubdued kit 
doms, wrought righteouſneſs, out of weakne 
were made ſtrong, by faith we obey God and, 
follow his leadings in ſtraights, difficulties, any 
haid things to fleſn and blood, as we read . 
that chapter, how Abraham by faith, when . 
was called out by the Lord from his own Cou 

try and acquaintance , obeyed and went © 


' Rothoowing whither he went; yea by faicky 
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#1 honour God as much, if not more, then by our 
' Prayers and other performances ; asir was faid, 
Abraham believed and gave glory to God. And 
ite reaſon why God honourech Faith fo much, 
Als becauſe faith honourech him ſo much. 
Dſe 1. Is it ſo, that as many as are ordained 
unto eternal life, thouęh others rejeR Chriſt, yet 
Mihey believe on him unto life everlaſting ? then 
Ho examine whether you believe on Chriſt, prove 
k our ſelves whether you be in the faith or no. 
1. The Faith of Gods ele. Worketh by love, 
al. 5. 6. Its no notional thing, but it worketh 
| rhe heart dear love and affections unto Chriſt: 
Winn a man believe on Chriſt, and yet have no 
Move to Chriſt? it workerh alſo love in our 
beſtearts unto all Saints, as the Apoſtle, Philem, 5. 
ats them together, Faith in the Lord Ie fs, and 
Move unto all Saints: yea and this faith is ſaid to 
Pork by love, becauſe thoſe who truly believe 
In Chriſt are not put upon good works by le. 
al cerrors and feat of hell, but che love of 
Shrilt conſtraineth them to holineſs, and re- 
ains them fromſin. 
2. To them who truly believe peſus Chriſt 
precious, 1 Pet. 2.7, Men may have a notional 
owledge of I eſus Chriſt, and ſay. with che 
jouſe, chat he is the chiefeſt of ten Thouſand, 
I that he is ;alcogether lovely: but yer ſtill 
rift is not precious to them: its but thoſe that 
ſean experimental knowledge of the excel» _ 
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lency of Chriſt, they have precious thoughts of 
Chriſt-: therefore ſaith David, Thou art faire] * 
then the children of men ; Grace is ponred into thy 
lips. O conſider, Is Jeſus-Chriſt precious to you 
is he the Pearl of great price in your eye ? ſui bo 
ly you cannot lay the whole weight of yon! 
ſouls upon Chrift , but you muſt have preciow ly, 
thoughts of him. Ps 
3. True faith is lively & active in holineſs: there] ta 
fore the Apoſtle faith that faith without work|®* 
is dead( Jam. 2. 20.) True Faith quickens us to ho. h 
lineſs, and walking with God, and doth nahe 
make us looſe and licencious, but it purifieth th le 
heart and life, (Act. 1 5. 9.) The more we heliew mu 
on Chriſt, the more abounding in good works Re 
the more we believe on Chriſt the more powe|*!l 
againſt temptation, and the more power againſt} 20 
corruption, 01 
Uſe 2. To you that believe on Chriſt; let me thi 
beſeech you to be careful to maintain go 
works, as Tit, 3.$. This is a faithful ſaying, aue 
theſe things Iwill that thou affirm con(tantly * 
that they which have believed in God. might r 
careful to maintain good works ; theſe rhingge® 
are good and profitable unto men, Mark, I 
Apaſtle would have Believers be conſtant iy pil 
upon 8080 works, yet not as to think to be f- 7 
ved by them in whole or in part; that is free 
by grace; bur ſaith he, theſe things are profit 
ble unto menʒto live convincing lives, to beh 
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ly and harmleſs, as ſons of God, doth adorn the 
Doctrine of God our Saviour, doth alſo con- 
vince men that God is in us of a truth: O how 
eareful (hould believers be in their walkings / 
| bow circumſpeR !che Apoſtle biddeth them Ph. 
Ar. that whatfoever things are honeſt, juſt, love- 
y. of good report; and if there be any vertue, and 
ü there be any praiſe, think on thoſe things; I 
pray obſerve that Scaipture ; believers mult not 
onely be careful that they do nothing bur what 
AIs honeſt and juſt ; to fay ſuch a thing is juſt for 
ne to do;but what followeth?whatſoever thi 
Ane lovely andof good report; ſo that a believer 
{muſt conſider furher, will ſuch an action preſent 
Religion lovely in the eyes of thoſe that are 
| without ? is ſuch a thing of good report? will it 
{| not cauſe the way of truth to be evil ſpoken of ? 
O we ſhould rather deny our ſelves in many 
things, which it may be we might do lawfully, 
hen that Religion (hould/ſuffer by us, and the 
Doctrine of God & our Saviour be blaſphemed. 
In a word a belieyer in his walkings ſhould not 
Seonfider onely whether it be lawſal for him to 
No this or that, but alſo whether it be expedient. 
wb Thirdly, Let me ſpeak a word to them that 
Pelieve, that ye may believe as the Apoſt le ſaith, 
oh. 5. 15. Theſe things haue 1 written nnto © 
„that believe on the name of the ſon of Goa, 
| ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
Je may believe on the name of the ſon of God ; 
Ha | | 


| 
] 
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that is to ſay, that their faith might be ſtronger; 
and the Apoltle writing to the Believe rs, Theſ. | 
1. 3. ſaith he, we are bound to thank God ab | 
ways for you, as it is meet, becauſe your faith] 
groweth exceedingly. O tis an excellent thing 
when faith groweth exceedingly ; when little 
faich groweth great faith, and weak faith ſtrong 
faith ; Now thoſe things by which our faith 
groweth are, 

1. By our union with Chriſt ; as the branches 
of a tree grow by their union with the tree, and 
fetching ſap from the root, ſo doth our faith 
gro by union with Chrilt  partoking of the ſap 
and fatneſs of the Lord Jeſus that green fir-treg 
in whom is all our ituit found. 

2, Our faith groweth by afflictions and per- 
ſecutions; its with the faith of the Saints 26 
wich Camomile: the more its trodden upon, 
pre more it groweth; and faich the Lord by the 

Prophet, I will leave a poor and an afflicted 
people, and they ſhall cruſt in the name of the 
Lord; when the people of God are an afflicted 
people. then doth their faith and dependance 0 
upon God grow ſtrong, and as Mount-Sion f fait 
which cannot be moved; and therefore ſome Jere 
Chriſtians have found .chus by experience, th I pei 
When they have gone on in a proſperous condi- che 
tion in the world, they have noe hed do n. þ [dc 
faich and dependence upon God, as he hath bees t 

| pleaſed to give chemin Craights and ditfic — q f* 


* 
C 
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3. Our faith groweth by promiſes ; they are 
| indeed but dry breaſts when the Lord doth not 
ſpeak to us by them: bur the Lord giving fuck 
x promiſe ro the ſoul, as, Hoſ.1 4.4. I will heal thy 
back flidings, I will love thee freely: O how doth. 
ir encreaſe our faith, and ſtrengthen our faithl 
| and as faith at firft converſion in Gods ordinary 
way of diſpenſation cometh by heating: ſo 
Pet 2. 2. eAs new born babes deſire the ſincere, 
milkef the word,that ye may grow thereby: and like- 
wiſe Eph. 4. He 2 given gifts unto men for the 
perfefting till we all come to the unity of the faiths 
and of the knowledge of the ſon of God, unto perfect 
wen. | 

4. Praying in the Holy-Ghoſt is a means of 
the growth and increaſe of faith, «de 20. Build - 
ing up your ſelves in your molt holy faich,pray- 
ing in the Holy-Ghoſt ; therefore, O that you 
| who are believers,might pray much in the Holy- 
'| Ghoſt, ſaying with the Diſciples, Lord, increaſe 
Jour Faith: our Faith is but little Faith; Lord in- 
{creaſe it; O give us the full aſſurance of Faith. 
0 chat chus you might grow in Faith; where 
VEfaich groweth and increaſeth, there holitfeſs in- 
ceaſeth, love to Jeſus Chtiſt increaſeth,rrue Re- 
pentance increaſeth, as a man of God faith, All 
che tears of true repentance come trickling 
{down from the eye of faith. Thus if you grow 
in the grace offaith, you will alſo grow in the 
ace of love, and you will grow inthe grace 
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of Repentance, ſelf.denyal, patience and every 
good work. 

Uſe 4. A word to you who are unbelievers. | fu 
O that you may believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | int 
that you may be ſaved l he that believeth not on | an 
the Lord Jeſus, the wrath of God abideth on | dc 
him. O you little think what it is to lie under | C 
the. wrath of God. nc 

Obj. 1. But ics preſumption for me to believe, | ar 
I am not humbled enough to believe; I muſt tat- | di 
ry till I be ſo and ſo qualified. ar 

Anſw. Jeſus Chiriſt ſaith , whoſoever cometh | ki 
to him, he will in no wiſe caſt out ( Job. 6.) and is 
faich by the Prophet, Ho every one that thir/teth | C 
come ye to the waters, buy Wine and milk without | bi 
money and without price, 72 35.1.) u 

Obj. 2. But I am a great ſinner. t 

Anſw. But Jeſus Chriſt is a great Saviour, | hi 

mighty to ſave ; Chriſt is as mighty to ſaveas | b 


fin is to damn; his blood cleanſeth from all finz I fi 
(I Loh. 17.) and whoſoever believeth on him. h 
ſhall be juſtified from all things, from which 1 
they cannot be juſtified by the Law of Moſes; | fi 
hs is able to fave to the utmoſt all them that tt. 
tome to God by him; and is not here encourage d 
ment gnough for the worlt of ſinnets to come I 
to Chtiſtꝰ there ate ſome who think they dorÞ t. 
much when they tell men that Jeſus Chriſt died x 
for all Adams poſterity, and think that this þ 


will make men believe on Chriſt : I cannot but 
=p | F . | wor le . i 
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wonder that men ſhouſd make that the ſubject 
of all their preaching, ro perſwade men that Je- 

ſus Chriſt died for every one of them. Alas, go 
into a Town, and talk with men and women, 
and you (ball ſcarce find àa man or womah that 
doth not believe that, unleſs it be two or three 
Chriſtians in the Town ; but the reſt are ig- 
norant, and prophane that which they be lie ve; 
and its that which maketh them think their con- 

dition is good; for they will ſay God is merciful; 
and Jeſus Chriſt died for me, and for all man. 
kind, as their old Catechiſm taught them: what 
is this but to nouriſh men in their ignorance of 
Chrift , giving them a broken reed to lean upon? 
but I ſay, is not here encouragement enough for 
ſinners to come to Chrift, that he is able to fave 
to the utmoſt , and caſts out none that come to 
him, but the arms of love and free grace em- 
brace them! O you that are moſt rebellious and 
ſinful, come to Chriſt, you (hall be welcome to 
him; though thou art ſinful, yet Jeſus Chtiſt is 
righteous; though thou haſt ſinned, yet he hach 
ſuffered ; believe on him, and thou ſhalt eſcape 
tdbe damnation of hell, and there will be no con- 
demnation to you: and Jeſus Chriſt doth not on- 

Þ ly accept of thoſe who are leſs finners, when 

they come to him, but he accepts of Matthew a 

publican, Paul x Blaſphemer, Mary Mugdalen a 
barlot; O therefore that the Lord would put into 
your hearts this day to come to Cbriſt, O, he will 


IF. 


ia no wiſe caſt you ont. 
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mn. 


2 * ; Luke 10. 33,34. 
But a certain Samaritan, as he jour nied, came 


where he Was, aud when be ſaw him, he had 
compaſſion on him: And went to him, and 
bound up his Wounds, pouring in ol and wine, 


dim to an Inn, aud took care of him. 


* 


nd love to ſinners, under the notion of a. g0 


Aud ſet him upon his own beaſt, and brought | 


Ur Lord Jeſus Chrift doth notably ſet £ : 
forth in this Scripture, his cee 4 
Samaritan, and à min that fell among theſves: Þ 


Chriſts Compaſſions to Sinners. 17 
to ſome places of Scriptures Allegories ate ne- 
ceſſary, to ſome uſeful and convenient; as that 
parable of thee ſeed, and the ſower, and the ſto- 
ny ground, Math, 13. and Paul ſpeaking of 
Abrabamt two ſons, the one by x bond woman, 
the othet by a free woman, which things ſaith 
he, are an Allegory;for theſe are the two Cove- 
nauts, Gal. 4. 22,23, 24. 

Notwithſtanding , we mult draw nothin 
way of Allegory,bur what is agreeable t 
Scriptures which are more plain an 
eaſily to be underſtood ,ver. 30. A certain ian | 
Went down from Jeruſalem to Jericho ] this cer= | © | 4 
tain man may be Adam, the firſt man Adam, Wuuo 
went down from Jernſalem, from that ſtate of 
holineſs and communion with God , and fell 
among thieves ; theſe thieves are the devils 
which are the falo Angels, which iript off bis 
rayment : Adam by his fall was ſtript of bis” 
rayment, 1. Outward, which was his innecen-" 
cy, that we read in Geuefiun that! ſaw his naked- 
neſs and was aſhamed, and hid Himſelf. 2. They | . 
were ſtript of their ſpiritus Went, that. their 

ſoula were left naked: and its conceived by fome | 

chat it was Chriſt that appeared to 2 1 

| Ever Gen. 3. 21. where it is ſaid, Unto 4 

ind to his wife did the Lord God make coat 

© of skins, andcloarhed them: there he had com- 

| paſſion of them : and their being cloathed with 

” Jo mh of line, might hold forth their ring © 


— 
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cloathed with Chriſts Righteouſne is; and here 
was à notable diſcovery of the mercy and com- 
paſſion of this good Samaritan the Lord Jeſus; 
that he ſhould ſave Adam and Eve, who brought 
themſelves and all their poſterity into a ſtate of 
enmity and rebellion againſt God. 

And wennded him | O what a wound had 
Adam by his fall 1 ſuch a wound, that unleſs this 

bod Samaritan the Lord Jeſus heal him, he will 
de ard periſh ; a wound which himſelf could 
never cure. 
And departed ] So did the devil from Adam, 
when he had done him this miſchief, left him in 
that miſerabie loſt condition. 
Half dead] There is 2 twofold life, ſpiritual 
and natutal; he was half dead, ſpiritually dead, 
though he had a natural life; and ſo are all the 
ſons of men by nature half dead; though they 
have natural life, yet are they ſpiritually dead. 

Eph.2.1. And yon hath he quicknea, Who Were 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins : and the Prodigals fa- 
ther ſaith , My ſon was dead, and is alive, was 


Jive. 


ol che Law to help us in out loſt condition; 


» 


2 2 S 
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- Joſt and is found. The dead [hall hear the voice 
of the Son of man, and they that hear ſhall 


Ver. 3 1. There came a, Prieſt. that Way , and 
when he {aw him, he paſſed by on the other ſide: and 
' Iihewiſe a Levite when he ſaw him, paſſed by n. 
ah ot her fide ] This holds forth the N 1 


n * 
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IL made nothing perfect, but the bringing in 
of better hope did; ( Heb, 6. 19.) by the 
which we draw nigh unto God ; therefore the | 
Lord Chrift is ſaid to have obtained x more ex- 
cellent Miniſtry, by how much alſo he is a Me- 
diator of a better Covenant, eſtabliſhed upon 
better promiſes ; for if that Covenant had been 
faultleſs, then ſhould no place have been ſought © 
for the Second ; the Prieſt and Levite paſs by 
and help him not: but ſaich the Text, Acertain 
Samaritan as he came that way, when he faw 
bim, had compaſſion on him, and went to him, 
and bound up his wounds, and poured in oy! 
| and wine into his wounds. The Prieſts and Le- 
vites of the Law leave him in his miſery, weltring 
in his blood, but our pitiful and merciful High- 
Prieſt, the Lord Jeſus , he hath compaſſion on 
him: chis. Samaritan in the Text, is the Lord Je- 
ſus Chrilt : the Thief is the devil, who 4s the 
cruelleſt, bloodieſt Thief that ever was in the 
world; he is a Thief, becauſe he ſeeketh to 


rob God of his glory, and ſeeketh to rob us of 


bath the devil : therefore in the Scripture. we 


our precious ſouls ; Thieves have many cun- |} 
ning tricks to bring about their purpoſes, fo 


rend chat he bath devices; that he hach ee 


tac he is a cunning Serpent. 


Dottrine. 


172 That Jeſus Chriſt is the good 3 wha | 


N 4 when all other things tail and help us not, yet 
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he helps, ſeeketh and ſaveth poor loſt ones: 
you ſee that the Prieſt and Levite help not; all 
things are but as Brooks that fail in Summer, 
but Ieſus Chriſt that Fountain of living waters. 
David was in a ſad condition, in Pſal. 38.4, 5, 6, 
7.8. ſaith he, Cine iniquities are gone over my 


head, and are become a burden too heavy for me 


to bear; I am troubled, and go mourning all the 


day long, I have roared by reaſon of the diſqui- 
etneſs of my heart, And v.t 1. faith he, Ay lo- 
vers and my friends ſtaud aloof from my ſore, and 
my kin{men ſtand afar off, 

Thus it is with us: the Law cannot help us, the 
devil ſeeketh to devour us, our own Conſciences 
condemn us, and our friends and relations, like 
the Prieſt and Levite, ſtand aloof from our ſores 
and wounds: and but that Ieſus Chriſt the good 
-Samarican comes in to our help, we ſhould pe- 

riſh3 therefore ſaith David in the ſame Pſalm, 
the 15 v. In thee O Lord do I hope, thou wilt hear 
© Lord my God:he will, and help, and ſave: other 


things ſtand at adiſtance : yea, I have obſerved - 


this, that men who have made it their buſineſs to 


diſpute ſome controverſies, and have had many 
dieatly beloved notions and conceptions about 
them: yet in time of tempration and deſertion, F : 


thoſe notions ſtand afar off, and yield no com- 


Fortings and revivings to the drooping fainting f 4 
{ heart: nothing then but an experimental no] ] 
edge of, and true faich in the Lord Ieſus ſtands” | 

75 a - . N 8 Ts La 
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But that yon may ſee more clearly and fully 


the tender mercies and compaſſions of this 


good Samaritan the Lord Ie ſus to-poor loft ones, 


e (hall make ſome Expoſition of the Text. 


1. Shew you how Chrilt is ſaid to journey. 

2. How he hath Compaſſion. 

3. How he went to him. 

4. How he bound up his wounds. 

5. What is meant by pouring in oyl into his 
wounds. 

6. What is meant by pouring in wine into 
his wounds. +} | 

7. What is meant by ſetting of him upon his 
own beaſt. * 

8. What is meant by the Inn he brought | 
him co. | 

9. How he took care of him. | 

1. How the Lord Ieſus this good Samaritan 
is ſaid to journey. 

By this is meant Chi iſts being made fleſh, and 
dwelling amongſt his ; he rook journey from 
heaven to earth, to ſeek and fave that which was 
loſt;he who was brought up always with God, 
and was continually his delight, came from the 


boſom of the Father, to bring us to rhe boſom 
of the Father. 


Thiogs to be conſidered in Chriſts journey, - 
I. In what manner, form, and habit he came 


; | in;.che Scriprure tels us, he came in the form of 
2 E aunnt. though he was Lore of all, . the * 
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brightneſs of che Fathers glory : yet in this fi 
journey he cometh in th- form of a ſervant: : ” 
(Pal. 2.6, 7, 8: ) he came to do the will of ch 


him that ent him ; - the Lord Jeſus came this 
Journey in {ach a mean habit, that the Prophet b 
Iſaiah ſaich, His viſage was marred more then | ** 
any of the Sons of meti:and that when men fee 1 
him, they (hall ſee no beauty in him, wherefore » 
they ſhould defire him: that is to ay, thoſe who 
looked onely at the outward appearance, ſeeing | 4 
he came in the form of a Servant, without any 0 
worldly and ſtate, therefore they 
would de ind reject bim: but though the 
Lord Jeſus came this firſt journey into the world 


in the form of a Servant: yet the ſecond journey, ” 
+ thafiere long he will take from Heaven into - 


this world, will be mighty and glorious, when 
he ſhall come and reign in Mount Sion, and | Fn 
before his Antients glorious, taking to him his 6 
» great power e wherefore ſaith the Prophet | 
Haiah,Who is this that cometh from Edom with mM 
- | dyed garments of Bozrah, travailing in the | 
- greatne(s of his ſtrengrh ? (Jg. G 3.1.) the Lord : 2 
＋ fhail eake that journey in the grearne(s of 
s firength, coming in glory and Majeſty : for *Þ 
then will the day of vengeance be in his heart, 
and the yer of his redeemed be come. | 
The ſecond thing to be conſidered in Chiſts./ 
Journey, is What accommodations he had: ** 
Lib himſelf, The Foxer bave holes, and the Bird 
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of the ayr have neſts, but the ſon of man hath wot | 
| not Whereon to lay bis head. O the infinite cog- 
deſcenfion of the fellow of the Lord ef Hoſts, 
that though he was rich, yet for our ſakes he be- 
came poor, that we through his poverty might 
be made rich. | | 

Ihe third thing to be conſidered in Chriſts 
Journey, is what ulage he had from the world, 
|- when be journeyed and went up and down the 
world doing good; we find that the Gaderams 
deſpiſed him, were weary of his company, and 
beſeecht him to depart. out of their coats. How 
was he repfoached, called Beelc ebub, the Pring 
of Devils ? all the while he was in the world h 
was a man of ſorrows, acquainted wich grief- 
and we hid as it were our faces from him, and 
at laſt he was betrayed into the hands of ſinnae mm 
and they crucified the Lord of Glory: thus he . I 
died, that we might live: and ſuffered for qur 
fins, the juſt for che unjuſt, chat he might bring *Y 
us to God, offering up himſelf in the eternal i- 
rit, that he might obtain an eternal Redempii- 
on for us; and being thus put to death in he 
fleſh, it being impoſſible for this holy one to ſee 
corruption, he aroſe from the dead, and went to 

appear ia the preſence. of God for us. and ſo 
F the Heavens contain him until he time of (he 
. of all things, when he will take ano- 
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ber journey into this, world in power and 
| great glory and chen t dominion from. + 
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Sea to Sea, from the Rivers to the ends of the 
earth; Rehold he cometh this journey ere long. 
Ames, ven ſo come Lord Jeſns, come quickly. I fett 
Il The ſecond thing, He had compaſſion en vim; ſait 
= There is a notable Scripture to ſhew the Lords tha 
E  compaſſions to ſinners, F deb. 16.5,6,8. No eye I der 
+ *pittied thee to do any of theſe unto thee,to have. Þ ſou 
compaſſion on thee ; as here, neither Prieſt nor I Sar 
Loevite pitied thee ; poor creature, to do any of I Ch 
d theſe things unto him, to have compaſſion on I wa: 
2 in to binde up his! wounds; but ſaith the Lord an 
g "When I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee pol- I tha 
V Gin thy blood, I faid unto thee, when thou I bi 
wall in thy blood, live: O Chriſts campaſſions 
Ee vera he is eyes to the blinde, and feet to 
3 me: He ſtandeth at the door and knocks, | ant 
aA nd ſaith Open to me; He ſuccoureth them that ligl 
are tempted, Heb. 2.18. we read of him, that I cot 
i the days of his fleſh he had compaſsion on ſte 
© the multitudes, and healed their ſick; and the of 
more bowels of mercy, and pitty, and compaſsi. Þ gui 
on we have to them who are in the gall of bit- 
terneſs, the more like to this good Samaritan, 
tde Lord Jeſus | | Fc 
© * Thirdly, He went to him, Chriſt cometh to» N 
us before we come to him: we are drowning in {« 
the Sea of fin, and the Lord Jeſus cometh to us. ¶ me 
and ta kech us by the hand, and lifts us out, puls ¶ bin 
ys our. He went to the poor creature: we ate "Bye 
lead in treſpaſſes and ſins,and Chriſt cometh to . 
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us. cometh to our graves, and faith awake from 
the dead: we are priſoners and cannot ſtir, are 
fettered with ſin, but the Lord Jeſus comerh and 
ſaith to the priſoners, Go forth,” and to them 
that are in darkneſs, ſhew your ſelyes. O a ten- 
der- hearted Chriſt, who is fonnd of them that 
ſought him not | this man did not ſeek the good 
Samaritan, but the good Samaritan ſought him; 
Chriſt came to ſeek as well as to ſave that which 
was loſt, Lake 1. 77,78. The day- ſpring from 
an high hath viſited us, to give light tõ them 
that ſat in darkneſs; the day - ſpring from on 
high is the Lord Jeſus: and mark, he hath viſited 
us; we were ſick, and lay weltring in our blood: 
we ſtir not, hut this good Samaritan cometh: 
and viſits the poor ſoul: and ſee further, To give = 
light to them that ſat in darkneſs: This was our 
condition, we ſat in darkneſs, we did not ſet one 
ſtep towards Chriſt, but far ſtill in our datxaeſs 
Jof ignorance and fin, till Chriſt comes and 
guides our feet into the way of peace. 
4. He bound np his wounds, Chriſt cometh» _ 
not in vain to poor ſouls; he cometh to do them 
good, to fave them, comfort them: binde upp 
Ftheir wounds, /. 6 1. 1. The ſpirit of the Lors 
God is upon me, faith Chriſt, he hathannointed* © 
ne to preach deliverance to the captives, and too 
bind up the broken-hearted: My brethren, -* 
vod Samaritan would be glad ridings es your 
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ſouls : but O conſider, when you have wounds 
of Conſcience, doth this good Samaritan binde 
up your wounds, or do not ye your ſelves binde 
up your wounds with the rags of your own 
- _ righteouſneſs? And I pray obſerve, He bound up 

his wounds, not one wound onely,we have ma- 
ny wounds, many ſores; now. Chriſt: binds up 
all the wounds, he maketh all right in the ſoul: 
Chriſt is a cure for all our wounds, and we may 
try this and the other, but we ſhall finde them 
all Phyſitians of no value, we ſhall have cure 
only from the Lord Jeſus ; if the Prieſt and the 
Levite had come to the poor man, they could 
not have cured him, but the good Samaritan 
doch it throughly. 

5. He ponred in oyl, What is meant by this? 

1. Oyl holdeth forth the Spirit; the unction 
from the holy one, Pſal.41.7. 1 Iobhn 3. 20. This 
ſheweth us how the Lord Ieſus at converſion gi+ 
Veth poor creatures his Spirit; we have received, 

aich the Apoſtle, the Spirit, whereby we know 
the things that are freely given unto us of God, 
audi it holdeth forth the graces of the Spirit, 
Mat. 25. 4. The wiſe virgins, which are true 
Helievers, they are ſaid to have oyl in theit 
Lamps that is, che graces of the Spirit; ſo that 
Chriſts pouring in oyl, holds forth our receiving 
” ofhisfulnefs, and Grace for Grace. F 
dia The oyl holdeth forth comfort and joyg, 
Omi goveghibbe D the oyl of joy for they. E 
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*y heavineſs; {/a: 61» 2, 3+ and ſo, hero: 


the ſoul was without comfort, deſpair 
inting, drooping, he comforts and chea 
up the ſoul : O poor Saints ! Before this good 
Samaritan came and -poured in this oyl, you 
were in a ſad condition: but did not he bring 
comfort to your ſouls? Oyl maketh the face to 
ſhine, faith David, Pſal. 104.15. Chriſt took up 
into the Mount in communion with them, and 
then as Moſes, your faces did ſhine, - + 
6. And wine. The good Samaritan poureth in 


wine, not vinegar : what doth that hold forth>. ** 
why the manifeſtation of Chriſts love to the 
ſoul ; and as the Spouſe ſaith, Thy love is better 
then Wine, (Cant. 1. 2.) more c 2 com⸗ 
eben 
of man, P/al. 104. 15. So doth the love c 


forting, warming; wine maketh glad t 


Chriſt: what is ſo welcom to a poor ſoul, as the 


manifeſtation of Chriſts love, the kiſſes of b 
moath> Till Chriſt manifeſt his love it is fad and 


4 


heavy: now ſaith. Solomon, Give wine to him chat 
is of an heavy heart; Prov. 31. G. O what a hea- 
vy heart hath a paor creature that is canvinc't 
of ſin by the ſpitit, till Chriſt come and madiſeſt 

bis love 1 O have none of you had heavy txou- 
bdled hearts yet If you have heavy hearts; 
| Chrifts love and nothing elle will tefrefh yog. 
ÞF -57:: He {et bim on his on beaſt, This holdet 
ſortb Chriſts bearing our ſins in his own., bog) 


upon the tree, bearing the chaſtiſemens of on We 
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| peace, 1/a 557 5 U Pet 2. 21. and fo in that 
rable of the loſt ſheep, Lab 15. 5. ſaith 
rilt, when be hath found the loſt ſheep, he C 
layerh it on his ſhoulders,rejoycing. th 

8. He brought him to an Inn, This Inn is the + 
% Goſpet, the Covenant of free grace ; inthis Inn tl 
every one that thirſteth, may buy wine and milk 
without money, and without price, {/a.5 5. te 1 
1. An Inn is a place free for all comers: ſo | 41 
is Chriſt and the Goſpel, whoſoever cometh to C 
mne, T will in no wiſe caſt out. Rev. 1 9. 16. who- b 
' ever will let him come, and rake of the water of | & 
222 if 

2. In an Inn you may have what you will call J 
for : fo here, whatſoever you ask in my Name, | 
| * itd Cheri, y ou ſhall receive it: yea the Lord ct 
\- faith, Before ye call I will anſwer, and wbilſt 
. you are yet ſpeaking 1 will hear: open thy b 
12 wide, and I will fill it. - 

"hs You may he free in an Inn, and ſo you are 1 

if the ſon ſhalt ſet us free, then we 

| (hall oth indeed; the Goſpel is the Royal | dl 

Law of Liberty: and the Hoſts Has you read of, Þ © 
> wperſe 35. are the Miniſters of the Goſpel 1 

de chem Chriſt givetb two pence, that is, the 'F - 
. and the Seals: this the Samaritan Y 
roVides for the poor converted ſinner the ſin- 

-milk ofthe Word, that he may grow there · 
| be he hath given gifts to men hed W 1 
uin of the PRs: og 
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9. And tool care of him; Chriſt took care 
S he poor creature ; ; Chriſt i is the head of the 
Church, and the head is the ſeat of care: whats 
care had Chriſt of Pet | Sathan deſireth te 
. winnow thee as Wheat, but I have prayed fot 
thee, that thy Faith fail not; Nay, ye ſhall ſee; 
Toh. 18. 8. That Chrift had more care of his 
Diſciples, then be had of himſelf ; faith be, I 
am he whom ye ſeek, take me, and let them gof 
Chriſt knew his Diſciples had but little Faith, - 
but ſaith he, let them go: he never ſaith, let me 
go ; What would become of the little child, 
if the mother had not a care ofit? it would fall 
wto the fire, be in a hundred miſchiefs; and 
what would become of us, if Chriſt bad not a 
care of us ? 
1. Chriſt taketh care that our wounds be 
healed. 
2. Chriſt taketh care that we do not an 
among thieves _ 1112 


3. Chriſt takech care to keep us in the ind f 8 
the Goſpel and maketh much of us, then carti> - 
eth us into his Wine-ſellar, and his banner over 1 


us is love. 


4 He taketh care that Satan ſhall not de- | 
vour us: had not Chriſt a care of us, what would + - 


f Satan do to us? 
Uſe, 


4 [rica the Lord Ieſus, that can cure all | yours 
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| wounds It was a ſaying of Lurber, that Chriſt 
an Hoſpical for wounded ſioners ; ; indeed 
whole need not the thyſitian ;thoſe who are 
. who have licked themſelves whole by 
Seir own duties and good works, they ſee no 
A0 this PhyGciang but O yoo that ſee, that 
from che crown of the head to the ſole of the 
foot, nothing but wounds and putrifying ſores, 
3 Chriſt fo your Phyſitian; let this good 
1 E and pour in oy) and wine into 
| your moundegt chat you go to the Law for cure, 
dau will be hke the woman that had the run- 
ning Lflue thirty eight yeers, and could get no 
tie; but (he cometh to Chriſt, and doth but 
. uh the hem of bis ac and ſhe was made 
Fa whole ; look unto him, he is the Brazen Ser- 
2 28 look unto bim and be ſaved, all ye ends 
E the earth; whatſvever your wounds are, 
drift can cure chem; look out to no other for 
e neither to the Law, nor your ſelves; do 
think to care chem your ſclves ; but, O that 
. good Samaritan may come and bind up m 
— and ppnrin wine and. ol; that he may 
come and ſpesk a word of comfort, create — 
en the noe; Þ peace. 
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